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PREFACE.

Under a solemn sense of duty to my unhappy country, and
to the brave soldiers who fought under me, as well as to my-
self, the following pages have been written.

When the question of practical secession from the United

States arose, as a citizen of the State of Virginia, and a

member of the Convention called by the authority of the Leg-

islature of that State, I opposed secession mth all the ability I

possessed, with the hope that the horrors of civil war might be

averted, and that a returning sense of duty and justice qu the

part of the masses of the I*^orthern States, would induce them
to respect the rights of the people of the South. While some
-S^orthern politicians and editors, who subsequently took rank

among the most unscrupulous and vindictive of our enemies,

and now hold me to be a traitor and rebel, were openly and
sedulously justifying and encouraging secession, I was la-

boring honestly and earnestly to preserve the Union.

As a member of the Virginia Convention, I voted against

the ordinance of secession on its passage by that body, with

the hope that, even then, the collision of arms might be avoided,

and some satisfactory adjustment arrived at. The adoption of

that ordinance wrung from me bitter tears of gri«f ; but 1 at

once recognized my duty to abide the decision of my native

State, and to defend her soil against invasion. Any scruples

which I may have entertained as to the right of secession,

were soon dispelled by the mad, wicked, and unconstitutional

measures of the authorities at Washington, and the freuzied

clamour of the people of the ISTorth for war upon their former
brethren of the South. I then, and ever since have, regarded

Abraham Lincoln, his counsellors and supporters, as the renl
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traitors who had overthrown the constitution and s^overnment

of the United States, and estabhshed in lieu thereof an odious

despotism : and this opinion I entered on the journal of the

Convention when I signed the ordinance of secession, I

recognized the right of resistance and revolution as exercised

by our fathers in 1776, and, without cavil as to the name by

which it was called, I entered the military service of my State,

willingly, cheerfully, and zealously.

"When the State of Virginia became one of the Confederate

States, and her troops were turned over to the Confederate

Cxovernment, I embraced the cause of the whole Confederacy

with equal ardour, and continued in the service, with the de-

termination to devote all the energy and talent I possessed to

the common defence. I fought through the entire war, without

once regretting the course I liad pursued ; with an abiding

faith in tlie justice of our cause ; and I never saw the moment

when I would huxe been willing to consent to any compromise

or settlement short of the al)solute independence of my
country.

It was my fortune to participate in most of the great military

operations in which the army in Virginia was engaged, both

before and after Greneral Lee assumed the command. In the

last year of this momentous struggle, I commanded, at differ-

ent times, a division and two corps of General Lee's Army, in

the campaign from the Rapidan to James River, and, subse-

quently, a separate force which marched into Maryland,

threatened Washington City, and then went through an event-

ful campaign in the Valley of Virginia. l>ro detailed reports

of the operations of these different commands were made

before the close of the war, and the campaign in Maryland

and the Valley of Virginia has been the subject of much com-

ment and misapprehension. I have now written a narrative of

the operations of all my commands during the closing year of

the war, and lay it before the world as a contribution to the

history of our great struggle for independence. In giving that

narrative, I have made such statements of the positions and

strengtli of the opposing forces in Virginia, and such reference

to their general operations, as were necessary to enable the
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reader to understand it ; but I do not pretend to detail tlic

operations of other commanders.

I have not found it necessary to be guilty of the injustice of

attempting to pull down the reputation of any of my fellow

officers, in order to build up my own. My operations and my
campaign stand on their own merits, whatever they may be.

Nor, in anything I may have found it necessary to say in regard

to the conduct of my troops, do I wish to be understood as, in

way, decrying the soldiers who constituted the rank and file of

my commands. I believe that the world has never produced a

body of men superior, in courage, patriotism, and endurance,

to the private soldiers of the Confederate armies. I have

repeatedly seen those soldiers submit, with cheerfulness, to

privations and hardships which would appear to be almost

incredible ; and the wild cheers of our lirave men, (which were

so different from the studied hurrahs of the Yankees,) when
their thin lines sent back opposing hosts of Federal troops,

staggering, reeling, and flying, have often thrilled every fibre

in my heart. I have seen, with my own eyes, ragged, bare-

footed, and hungry Confederate soldiers perform deeds, which,

if performed in days of yore by mailed warriours in glittering

armour, would have inspired the harp of the minstrel and the

pen of the poet.

I do not aspire to the character of a historian, but, having

been a witness of and participator in great events, I have given

a statement of what I saw and did, for the use of the future

historian. Without breaking the thread of my narrative, as it

proceeds, I have given, in notes, comments on some of the

errors and inconsistencies committed by the commander of the

Federal army. General Grant, and the Federal Secretary of

War, Mr. Stanton, in their reports made since the close of the

war; also some instances of cruelty and barbarity committed
by the Federal commanders, which were brought to my im-

mediate attention, as well as some other matters of interest.

As was to have been expected, our enemies have flooded the

press with sketches and histories, in which all the appliances of

a meretricious literature have been made use of, to glorify

their own cause and its supporters, and to blacken ours. But
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some Southern writers also, who preferred the pen to the sword

or musket, have not been able to resist the temptation to rush

into print; and, accordingly, carping criticisms have been

written by the light of after events, and even histories of the

war attempted by persons, who imagined that the distinctness

of their vision was enhanced by distance from the scene of

conflict, and an exemption from the disturbing elements of

whistling bullets and bursting shells. Perhaps other writers

of the same class may follow, and various speculations be

indulged in, as to the causes of our disasters. As for myself, I

have not undertaken to speculate as to the causes of our failure,

as I have seen abundant reason for it in the tremendous odds

brought against us. Having had some means of judging, 1

will, however, say that, in my opinion, both President Davis

and General Lee, in their respective spheres, did all for the

success of our cause which it was possible for mortal men to

do ; and it is a great privilege and comfort for me so to believe,

and to have been able to bring with me into exile a profound

love and veneration for those great men.

In regard to my own services, all I have to say is, that I

have the consciousness of having done my duty to my country,

to the very best of my ability, and, whatever may be my fate,

I would not exchange that consciousness for untold millions.

I have come into exile rather than submit to the yoke of the

oppressors of my country ; but I have never thought of attrib-

uting aught of blame or censure to those true men who, after

having nobly done their duty in the dreadful struggle through

which we passed, now, that it has gone against us, remain to

share the misfortunes of their people, and to aid and cfomfort

them in their trials ; on the contrary, I appreciate and honour

their motives. I have not sought refuge in another land from

insensibility to the wrongs and suflerings of my own country;

but I feel deeply and continually for them, and could my life

secure the redemption of that country, as it has been often

risketl, so now it would be as freely given for that object.

There were men born and nurtured in the Southern States,

and some of them in my own State, who took sides with our

enemies, and aided in desolating and humiliating the land of
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their own birth, and of tlie graves of their ancestors. Some
of them rose to high positions in the United States Army, and

others to high civil positioner. I envy them not their dearly

bought prosperity. I had rather be the humblest private sol-

dier who fought in the ranks of the Confederate Army, and

now, maimed and disabled, hobbles on his crutches from house

to house, to receive his daily bread from the hands of the

grateful women for whose homes he fought, than the highest

of those renegades and traitors. Let them enjoy the advant-

ages of their present positions as best they may ! for the deep

and bitter execrations of an entire people now attend them,

and an immortality of infamy awaits them. As for all the

enemies who have overrun or aided in overrunning my country,

there is a wide and impassable gulf between us, in which I sec

the blood of slaughtered friends, comrades, and countrymen,

wliich all the waters in the firmament above and the seas

beneath cannot wiisli a^^ay. Those enemies have undertaken

to render our cause odious and infamous; and among other

atrocities coniniitted by them in the ettbrt to do so, an Immble
subordinate, pot)r Wirz, has been selected as a victim to a

fiendish spirit, and basely murdered under an executive edict,

founded on the sentence of a vindictive and illegal tribunal.

Let them continue this system ! they are but erecting monu-
ments to their ovrn eternal dishonour, and furnishing finger

])osts to guide the historian in his researches. They may
employ the infamous Holt, with his "Bureau of Military Jus-

tice.'' to sacrifice other victims on the altars of tlieir hatred,

;;nd provost marshals, and agents of tlie ''Freedman's Bureau,"

may riot in all the license of petty tyranny, but our enemies

can no more control the verdict of impartial history, than they

can escape that doom which awaits them at the final judgment.

During the war, slavery was used as a catchword to arouse

the passions of a fanatical mob, and to some extent the preju-

dices of the civilized world were excited against us ; but the

w^ar was not made on our part for slavery. High dignitaries

in both church and state in Old England, and puritans in Xew
England, had participated in the profits of a trade, by which
the ignorant and barbarous natives of Africa were brought
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from that country, and sold into slavery in the American Col-

onies. The generation in the Southern States which defended

their country in the late war, found amongst them, in a civi-

lized and christianized condition, 4,000,000 of the descendants

of those degraded Africans. The Almighty Creator of the

Ihiiverse had stamped tliem, indelibly, with a different colour

and an inferior physical and mental organization. He had not

done this from mere caprice or whim, but for wise purposes.

An amalgamation of the races was in contravention of His

designs, or He would not have made them so different. This

immense number of people could ij.ot have been transported

back to tlie wilds from which their ancestors were taken, or if

tliey could have been, it would have resulted in their relapse

into barbarism. Reason, common sense, true humanity to the

black, as well as the safety of tlie white race, required that the

inferior race should be kept in a state of subordination. The
c(_^ndition of domestic slavery, as it existed in the South, had

not only resulted in a great improvement in the moral and

]»hysical condition of the negro race, but had furnished a class

of labourers as happ}" and contented as any in the world, if not

more so. Their labour liad not only developed the immense
resources of the immediate country in which thev were located,

but was the main source of the great prosperity of the United

States, and furnished the means for the employment of mil-

lions of the working classes in other countries. ^Nevertheless,

the struggle made by the people of the South was not for the

institution of slavery, but for the inestimable right of self-

government, against the domination of a fanatical faction at

the Xorth : and slavery was the mere occasion of the develop-

ment of the antagonism between the two sections. That right

of self-government has been lost, and slavery violenth abol-

ished. Four millions of blacks have thus been thrown on

tlieir own resources, to starve, to die, and to relapse into bar-

barism ; and inconceivable miseries have been entailed on the

white race.

The civilized world will tind, too late, that its philanthropy

has been all false, and its religion all wrong on this subject

;

and the people of the United States will find that, under the
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pretence of "saving- the life of tlie nation, and n])holding the

oUl flag,"' they have snrrendered their own liberties into the

liands of that Avornt of all tyrants, a body of senseless fanatics.

When the passions and infatuations of the day shall have

bt'en dissipated by time, and all the results of the late war

shall have passed into irrevocable history, the future chroni-

<'ler of that history will have a most important duty to per-

form, and })0sterity, while poring over its })ages, will be lost

in wonder at the follies and crinu's committeil in this gen-

eration.

My narrative is Jiow gi\-en to the pul)lic-, and the sole merit I

claim for it is that of truthfulness. In writing it, I have

received material aid from an aceurati' diaiy kept by Lieu-

temint William AV. Old, aide to Major Ueneral Edward John-

son, who was with me during the eam])aign in Maryland and

the Shenandoah Valley until the 12th of August, 1864, and the

copiotis notes of Captain J. Kotchkiss, who acted as Topo-

grapliical Engineer for the 2nd Corps and the Army of the

A^alley District, and recorded the events of (.'acli day, from the

opening of the camj»aign on the Kapidan in May, 18(54, until

the affair at Waynesboro' in March, 1865.

.1. A. EARLY.
XOVEMBEK, 1866.





PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

This work was written under an imperative sense of duty,

as a matter of historical evidence; and, for reasons which will

be understood, I determined from the lieginning not to make
it a source of personal profit. The lirst edition was published in

Canada at my own expense for gratuitous distribution, and was

necessarily limited. vSome errors and inaccuracies which una-

voidably crept into that edition,—the greater part being mere

typographical mistakes,—have been corrected, though these

corrections make no material change in any of the statements

of facts contained in my narrative ; and this edition is pub-

lished for the benelit of the Ladies' Memorial Associations of

Virginia, which have undertaken the work of collecting the

remains and marking the graves of the Confederate dead, who
fell on the battle-fields of that State. Let it not be supposed

that this appropriation has been made because these Associa-

tions are in my own dearly loved State. Xo I the feelings

which have dictated it are not confined to her limits, but

embrace the whole South, from the Potomac to the Rio

Grande. Our enemies are in tlie habit of referring scofhugly

to Virginia as the "sacred soil ;
" and in the hearts of all her

true sons and daughters, her soil is, and from time immemorial

has been held sacred; as well because of the associations

connected with her history, as because it is the land of theii'

birth, and with that soil mingle the ashes of their ancestors.

This sentiment all true men everywhere must appreciate and

honour. But the soil of Virginia is now, and henceforth will

be, held sacred in the hearts of all true Soutliern men and

women, because she has been baptized in the l)lood and has

received into her bosom the remains of thousands upon thou-
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sands of the truest and noblest sons of the entire Confederacy.

It is from this consideration that I have made the appropria-

tion designated.

When the duty assumed hy the ladies of Virginia shall have

been fulfilled, it will carry cousoratiou to the hearts of many
mourning mothers and widows in the savantiahs of the South,

as well as upon the far distant plains of Texas, whose hearts

will yearn with gratitude towards tlu'ir noble sisters of the

grand old State—grand even in her misfortuiies.

.1. A. EARLY.
Toronto, Fehnurri/ Isi, 1867.



CAMPAIGISr IX VIRGINIA,

FROM THE

llAriDAN TO JAMES IIIYER

I ]S^ T R O D U C T I X

.

On the 8rd of Muv, 1864, the positions of the Confederate

Army under General Lee, and the Federal Army under Lieu-

tenant-General Grant, in Virginia, were as follows : General

Lee lield the southern Ijank of the Ilapidan River, in Orange

county, with his right resting near the mouth of Mine Run,

and liis left extending to Libert}' Mills on the road from

Gordonsville (via Madison Court House) to the Shenandoah
Valley ; while the crossings of the river on the right, and the

roads on the left were watched by cavalry. Ewell's corps was
on the right, Hill's on the left, and two divisions of Long-
street's corps were encamped in the rear, near Gordonsville.

Grant's army (composed of the Army of the Potomac under

Meade, and the 9th corps under Burnside,) occupied the north

banks of the Rapidan and Robertson rivers; the main body
being encamped in Culpeper county, and on the Rappahan-
nock River.

I am satisfied that General Lee's army did not exceed

50,000 efiective men of all arms. The report of the Federal

Secretary of AVar, Stanton, shows that the "available force

present for duty, May 1st, 1864," in Grant's army, w^as 141,166,

to-wit : In the Army of the Potomac 120,386, and in the 9th

corps 20,780. The draft in the United States was being ener-

getically enforced, and volunteering had been greatly st/lmu-

lated bv hi2:h bounties. The Xorth-Western States had ten-
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dered large bodies of troops to serve one hundred days, in

order to relieve other troops on garrison and local duty, and

this enabled Grant to put in the field a large number of troops

which had been employed on that kind of duty. It was known

that he was receiving heavy reinforcements up to the very time

of his movement on the 4th of May, and afterwards ; so that

the statement of his force on the 1st of May, by Stanton, does

not cover the whole force with which he commenced the cam-

paign. Moreover, Secretary Stanton's report shows that there

were, in the Department of Washington and the Middle

Department, 47,751 available men for duty, the chief part of

which, he says, was called to the front after the campaign

began, " in order to repair the losses of the Army of the Poto-

mac;" and Grant says that, at Spotsylvania Court House,

" the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th [of May,] were con-

sumed in manceuvring and awaiting the arrival of reinforce-

ments from Washington." His army, therefore, must have

numbered very nearly, if not quite, 200,000 men, before a

junction was effected with Butler.

On the 4th of May, it was discovered that Grant's Army
was moving towards Germanna Ford on the Eapidan, which

was ten or twelve miles from our right. This movement had

begun on the night of the 3rd, and the enemy succeeded in

seizing the ford, and effecting a crossing, as the river was

guarded at that point by only a small cavalry picket. The

direct road from Germanna Ford to Eichmond passes by Spot-

sylvania Court House, and when Grant had efiected his cross-

ing, he was nearer to Richmond than General Lee was. From

Orange Court House, near which were General Lee's head-

quarters, there are two nearly parallel roads running east-

wardly to Fredericksburg—the one which is nearest to the

river being called " The old Stone Pike," and the other "The

Plank Road." The road from Germanna Ford to Spotsylva-

nia Court House, crosses the old Stone Pike at the " Old Wil-

derness Tavern," and two or three miles further on, it crosses

the Plank Road.

As soon as it was ascertained that Grant's movement was a

serious one, preparations were made to meet him, and the
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troops of General Lee's Army were put in niutiun—E\vell"s

corps moving on the old Stone Pike, and Hill's corps on the

Plank Road ; into which latter road Ijongstreet's foi'cc also

came, from his camp near Gordonsville.

Ewell's corps, to which my division belonged, crossed Mine
llun, and encamped at Locust Grove, four miles beyond, on

the afternoon of the 4th. When the rest of tlie corps moved,

niv division and Kamseur"s bri<i:ade of liodes' division ^\•ere

left to watch the fords of the Rapidan, until relieved by

cavalry. As soon as this was done, I moved to the position

occupied by the rest of the corps, carrying Ramseur with me.

Ewell's corps contained three divisions of infantry, t<)-wit

:

Johnson's, Rodes', and my own (Early's). At this time,

one of my brigades (Hoke's) was absent, having been with

Hoke in ]N^orth Carolina ; and I had only three present, to wit

:

Hays', Pegram's, and Gordon's. One of Rodes' brigades (R.

H. Johnston's) was at Hanover Junction. 1 had aliout 4,000

muskets for duty ; Johnson about the same number ; and

Rodes (including Johnston's brigade) about 6,000.
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Ol'EKATlOXS OF EAKLY'.n DIVISION.

< )n till' iii'u-iiiiiii' of the Atli, K-xvcil's corps was ]»iit in motion,

i!iv division l)riiio-ina: n]» tlie rear. A slioi't distance from the

Old Wilderness Tavern, and jnst in advam-e of the place where

a. road diverg-es to the left from the old Stone I/'ike to the Ger-

maniui Ford road, the i'neniv, in heavy fori-e, was encountered,

and Jones" briii'ade, of dohnson's di\isioii, and. i>atth'"s l)rii!;ade,

of Rodes" division, were driven hack in some ••onfiision. My
division was ordei'e(l u|>, ami formed across the piki': (iroi'don's

brigade being on the right of the I'oad. This brigade, as soon

as it was i)rought into line, was oi'(lcred hir\vard, and ad-

x'anced, throngh a dense pine thicket, in gallant style. Jii

conjunction with I^anieTs, Doles", and Kamsenr's brigades, of

kodes' division, it drove the enemy back with iieavy h^ss, cap-

turing several hundred [srisonei's, and gaining a commanding

position on the right. Johnson, at tlie sanu' time, was heavily

engaged in his front; his division l^emg on the left of the pike,

and extending across the road to the Oernumna Ford road,

which has been mentioned. After the enemy had been re-

]»u]se(l. Hays' l)rigade was sent to dohnson"s left, in order t<»

l»artici])ate in a forward movement: and it did move forward,

some iialf-a-mile or so, encoimtering the enemy in force; but,

from some mistake, not meeting with the expected co-opera-

tion, except from one regiment of Jones' briga(h> (the -!5tli

Y'd.}, the }iiost of which was captured, it was drawn back to

•lohnsoir's line, and took position on his left.

Pegram's brigade was sul)sequent!y sent to take positioiL on

Hays' left; and, just before night, a very heavy attack was

made on its front, which was i'ej)ulsed with severe loss to the

enemy. In this affair, General Pegram received a severe

wound in tlie leg, which disabled him for the field for some

montlis.

During the afternoon there was heavy skirmishing along the
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Avliole lino, several attempts having l>eeu made by the enemy,

without success, to regain the position from which he had been

driven ; and the fighting extended to General Lee's right, on

the Plank Road. Gordon occupied the position w^hich he had

gained, on the right, until after dark, when he was withdrawn

to the extreme left, and his place occupied by part of Rodes'

division.

The troops encountered, in the beginning of the light, con-

sisted of the 5th corps, under AVarren; but other troops were

brought to his assistance. At the close of the day, Swell's

corps had captured over a thousand prisoners, besides inflict-

ing on the enemy very heavy losses in killed and wounded.

Two pieces of artillery had been abandoned by the enemy,

just in front of the point at which Johnson's right and Rodes'

left joined, and were subsequently secured by our troops.

After the withdrawal of Gordon's brigade from the right,

the whole of my division was on the left of the road diverging

from the pike, in extension of Johnson's line. All my bri-

gades had behaved handsomely; and Gordon's advance, at the

time of the confusion, in the beginning of the tight, was made

with great energy and dispatch, and w^as just in time to pre-

vent a serious disaster.

Early on the morning ot the 6th, the lighting was resumed,

and a very hea^y attack was made on the front occupied by

Pegram's brigade (now under the command of Colonel Hoff-

man, of the 81st Virginia Regiment) ; but it vras handsomely

repulsed, as were several subsequent attacks at the same point.

These attacks were so persistent, that two regiments of

Johnson's division were moved to the rear of Pegram's bri-

gade, for the purpose of sup})orting it; and, when an oU'er was

made to relieve it, under the apprehension that its ammuni-

tion might be exhausted, the men of that gallant brigade

ijegged that they might be allowed to retain their position,

stating that they were getting along very well indeed, and

Avanted no help.

During the morning, the fact Avas communicated to General

Ewell, by our cavalry scouts, that a column of the enemy's
c
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infantry was moving between our left and tlie river, with the

apparent purpose of turning our left flank ; and information

was also received that Burnside's corps had crossed the river,

and was in rear of the enemy's right. I received directions to

watch this column, and take steps to prevent its getting to our

rear; and Johnston's brigade, of Eodes' division, which had
just arrived from Hanover Junction, was sent to me for that

purpose. This brigade, with some artillery, was put in posi-

tion, some distance to my left, so as to command some bye-

roads coming in from the river. In the meantime General

Gordon had sent out a scouting party on foot, which discov

ered what was supposed to be tlie enemy's right flank resting

in the woods, in front of my division; and, during my absence

while posting Johnston's brigade, he reported the fact to

General Ewell, and suggested the propriety of attacking this

iiank of the enemy with his brigade, which was not engaged.

Gu my return, the subject was mentioned to me by General

Ewell, and I stated to him the danger and risk of making the

attack under the circumstances, as a column was threatening

our left flank, and Burnside's corps was in rear of the enemy's

flank on which the attack was suggested. General Ewell con-

curred with me in this opinion, and the impolicy of the attempt

at that time was t)bvious, as we had no reserves, and, if it

failed, and the enemy showed any enterprise, a serious disaster

would befall, not only our corps, but General Lee's whole army.

In the afternoon, when the column threatening our left had
been withdrav^m, and it had been ascertained that Burnside had
gone to Grant's left, on account of the heavy fighting on that

flank, at my suggestion. General Ewell ordered the movement
which Gordon had proposed. I determined to make it with

Gordon's brigade supported by Johnston's, and to follow it up,

if suceessful, with the rest of my division. Gordon's brigade

was accordingh' formed in line near the edge of the woods in

which the enemy's right rested, and Johnston's in the rear,

witli orders to follow Gordon and obey his orders. I posted

my Adjutant General, Major John W. Daniel, with a courier,

in a position to be communicated with by Gordon, so as to

inform me of the success attending the movement, and enable
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me to put in the other brigades at the right time. As soon as

Gordon started, which was a very short time before sunset, I

rode to my line and threw forward Pegram's brigade in a posi-

tion to move when required. In the meantime Gordon had
become engaged, and, while Pegram's brigade was being

formed in line, I saw some of Gordon's men coming back in

confusion, and Colonel Evans, of the 31st Georgia Regiment,

endeavoring to rally them. Colonel Evans informed me that

his regiment, which was on Gordon's right, had struck the

enemy's breastworks and had given way. I immediately

ordered Pegram's brigade forward, and directed Colonel

Evans to guide it. Its advance was through a dense thicket of

underbrush, but it crossed the road running Jhrough John-

son's line, and struck the enemy's works, and one of the regi-

ments, the 13th Virginia, under Colonel Terrill, got posses-

sion of part of the line, when Colonel Hoffman ordered the

brigade to retire, as it was getting dark, and there was much
confusion produced by the difficulties of the advance. Gordon
had struck the enemy's right flank behind breastworks, and a

part of his brigade was thrown into disorder. In going

through the woods, Johnston had obliqued too much and
passed to Gordon's left, getting in rear of the enemy. Major
Daniel, not hearing from Gordon, had endeavored to get to

him, when, finding the condition of things, he attempted to

lead one of Pegram's regiments to his assistance, and was shot

down while behaving with great gallantry, receiving a wound
in the leg which has permanently disabled him. ISTotwith-

standing the confusion in part of his brigade, Gordon succeeded

in throAving the enemy's right flank into great confusion, cap-

turing two brigadier generals (Seymour and Shaler), and several

hundred prisoners, all of the 6th Corps, under Sedgwick. The
advance of Pegram's brigade, and the demonstration of John-

ston's brigade in the rear, where it encountered a part of the

enemy's force and captured some prisoners, contributed ma-
terially to the result. It was fortunate, however, that darkness

came to close this afl'air, as the enemy, if he had been able to

discover the disorder on our side, might have brought up fresh

troops and availed himself of our condition. As it was.
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doubtless, tlie lateness of the hour caused him to be surprised,

and the approaching darkness increased the confusion in his

ranks, as he could not see the strength of the attacking force,

and probably iniaghied it to be much more formidable than it

really was. All of the brigades -engaged in the attack were

drawn back, and formed on a new line in front of the old one,

and obliquely to it.

At light on the morning of the 7th, an advance was made,

which disclosed the fact that the enemy had given up his line

of works in front of my whole line, and a good portion of

Johnson's. Between the lines, a large number of his dead had

been left, and, at his breastworks, a large number of muskets

and knapsackij had been abandoned, and there was every in-

dication of great confusion. It was not till then, that we
ascertained the full extent of the success attending the move-

ment of the evening before. Tlie enemy had entirely aban-

doned the left side of the road, across which Johnson's line

extended, and my division and a part of his were thrown for-

ward, occupying a part of the abandoned works on the right

of the road, and leaving all those on the left in our rear. This

rendered our line straight, the left having been previously

thrown back, making a curve.

Daring this day there was some skirmishing, but no serious

fighting in my front. The loss in my division during the

fighting in the Wilderness was comparatively light.

On the morning of the 8th, it was discovered that the enemy
was leaving our front and moving towards Spotsylvania Court

House. General Lee's army was also put in motion; Ewell's

corps moving along the line occupied by our troops on the day

before, until it reached the Plank Road, where it struck across

to Shady Grove, Vv^hich is on the road from Orange Court

Plouse to Spotsylvania Court House.

On reaching the Plank Road, I received through General A.

P. Hill, who was sick and unable to remain on duty, an order

from General Lee, transferring Hays' brigade from my division

to Johnson's, in order that it might be consolidated with

another Louisiana brigade in that division, whose Brigadier-
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General had been killed at the Wilderness, and Johnston's

brigade from Rodes' division to mine ; and assigning me to

the temporary command of Hill's corps, which was still in

position across the Plank Road, and was to bring up the rear.

I accordingly turned over the command of my division to

Gordon, the senior Brigadier left with it, and assumed com-

mand of Hill's corps.*

*In liis official report, Grant says: "Early on the 5th, the advance corps, the .5th, Major-

Oeneral G. K. Warren commanding, met and engaged the enemy outside his entrenchments
near Mine Run;" and further on ho says: "On the morning of the 7th, reconnoissances

showed that the enemy had fallen behind his entrenched lines, with pickets to the front

covering a part of the battle-field. From this it was evident to my mind that the two days
lighting had satisfied him of his inability to further maintain the contest in the open field,

notwithstanding his advantage of position, and that he could wait an attack behind his

works." In mentioning his movement toward Spotsylvania Court House, he says :
" But the

enemy having become aware of our movement, and having the shorter line, was enabled to

reach there first." If these statements were true, the only legitimate inference is that Gen-
eral Lee had an entrenched line on, or near Mine Run, previously established ; that the

battle commenced immediately in front of the works on this line; and that, after the two
days fighting, he had fallen behind them to wait an attack. Whereas the fact is, that the
only entrenched line on, or near. Mine Run, was that made, on its west bank, when Meade
crossed the river at the end of jS'ovember, 18G3, and which was used for that occasion only.

The fighting in the Wilderness began eight or ten miles east of that line, and at no time
during that fighting was it used for any purpose. The " entrenched lines " occupied by our
army on the morning of the 7th, were slight temporary works thrown up, on, or in front of

the battle-field, though it is probable that, at some points, the line may not have been so far

to the front, as our troops had advanced; as, in takmg it, regard was necessarily had to the
conformation of the ground. On our left, as will be seen above, the line was advanced in

front of Grant's own line of the previous day.

Grant says General Lee had the advantage of position. As the latter had to move from his

lines on the Rapidan and attack Grant in the Wilderness, how happened it that he was
enabled to get the advantage of position, after the two days fighting. He also says that Gen-
eral Lee was enabled to reach Spotsylvania Court House, first, because he had the shorter
line. The lact is, that, as the two armies lay in their positions at the Wilderness, their lines

were parallel to the road to Spotsylvania Court House. Grant had the possession of the
direct road to that place, and he had the start. General Lee had to move on the circuitous

route by Shady Grove, and he was enabled to arrive at the Court House first with part of his

infantry, because his cavalry held Grant's advance in check for nearly an entire day.



BATTLES AROUND SPOTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE.

OPERATIONS OF HILL'S CORPS.

Hill's Corps was composed of Heth's, Wilcox's, and Ma-
lione's (formerly Anderson's) divisions of infantry, and three

battalions of artillery under Colonel Walker. When I took

command of it, the infantry numbered about 13,000 muskets

for duty.

General Lee's orders to me, were to move by Todd's tavern

along the Brock Road to Spotsylvania Court House, as soon as

our front was clear of the enemy. In order to get into that

road, it was necessary to reopen an old one leading from Hill's

right, by which I was enabled to take a cross road leading into

the road from Shady Grove to Todd's tavern. The waggon
trains and all the artillery, except one battalion, was sent

around by Shady Grove. About a mile from the road from

Shady Grove to Todd's tavern, the enemy's cavalry videttes

were encountered, and Mahone's division was thrown forward

to develope the enemy's force and position. Mahone encoun-

tered a force of infantry, which had moved up from Todd's

tavern towards Shady Grove, and had quite a brisk engage-

ment with it, causing it to fall back rapidly towards the former

place. At the same time. General Hampton, who had com-

municated with me, after I left the Plank Road, moved with

his cavalry on my right and struck the enemy on the flank and

rear ; but on account of want of knowledge of the country on

our part, and the approach of darkness, the enemy was enabled

to make his escape. This affair developed the fact that the

enemy was in possession of Todd's tavern and the Brock Road,

and a continuation of my march would have led through his

entire army. We bivouacked for the night, at the place from

which Mahone had driven the enemy, and a force was thrown

out towards Todd's tavern, which was about a mile distant.

Very early next morning, (the 9th,) I received an order from



BATTLES OF SPOTSYLVANIA C. H. 23

General Lee, through Hampton, to move on the Shady Grove

road towards Spotsylvania Court House, which I did, crossing

a small river called the Po, twice. After reaching the rear of

the position occupied hy the other two corps, I was ordered to

Spotsylvania Court House, to take position on the right, and

cover the road from that place to Fredericksburg. JS'o enemy
appeared in my front on this day, except at a distance on the

Fredericksburg Koad.

Early on the morning of the 10th, I was ordered to move
one of my divisions back, to cover the crossing of the Po on

the Shady Grove road; and to move with another division, to

the rear and left, by the way of Spotsylvania Old Court House,

and drive back a column of the enemy which had crossed the

Po and taken possession of the Shady Grove road, thus threat-

ening our rear and endangering our trains, which were on the

road leading by the Old Court House to Louisa Court House.

Our line was then north of the Po, with its left. Field's

division of Longstreet's corps, resting on that stream, just

above the crossing of the Shady Grove road. The whole of

the enemy's force was also north of the Po, prior to this move-

ment of his. Mahone's division was sent to occupy the banks

of the Po on Field's left, while, with Heth's division and a bat-

talion of artillery, I moved to the rear, crossing the Po on the

Louisa Court House Road, and then following that road until

we reached one coming in from Waite's Shop on the Shady
Grove Road. After moving about a mile on this road, we met
Hampton gradually falling back before the enemy, who had
pushed out a column of infantry considerably to the rear of

our line. This column, was, in turn, forced back to the posi-

tion on the Shady Grove Road, which was occupied by what
was reported to be Plancock's corps. Following up and cross-

ing a small stream just below a mill pond, we succeeded in

reaching Waite's Shop, from whence an attack was made on
the enemy, and the entire force which had crossed the Po was
driven back with a loss of one piece of artillery, which fell

into our hands, and a considerable number in killed and
wounded. This relieved us from a very threatening danger,

as the position the enemy had attained would have enabled
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him to completely enfilade Field's position, and get possession

of the line of our communications to the rear, within a very

short distance of which he was, when met by the force which
drove him back. In this aliair, Heth's division behaved very

handsomely, all of the brigades, (Cook's, Davis', Kirkland's,

and Walker's,) being engaged in the attack. General H. II.

Walker had the misfortune to receive a severe wound in the

foot, which rendered amputation necessary, but, otherwise, our

loss was slight. As soon as the road was cleared, Mahone's
division crossed the Po, but it was not practicable to pursue

the aft'air further, as the north bank of the stream at this point

was covered by a heavily entrenched line, with a number of

batteries, and night was approaching.

On the morning of the 11th, Heth was moved back to Spot-

sylvania Court House, and Mahone was left to occupy the

position on the Shady Grove Road, from which the enemy had
been driven.*

My line on the right had been connected with Ewell's right,

and covered the Fredericksburg road, as also the road leading

from Spotsylvania Court House across the Ky into the road

from Fredericksburg to Hanover Junction. Wilcox was on

my left uniting withEwell, and lleth joined him. The enemy
had extended his lines across the Fredericksburg Road, but

there was no fighting on this front on the 10th or 11th, except

some artillerv firino-.

On the afternoon of the 11th, tiie enemy was demonstrating

to our left, up the Po, as if to get possession of Shady Grove
and the road from tlience to Louisa Court House. General

Hampton reported a colum of infantry moving up the Po, and
I was ordered by General Lee to take possession of Sliady

Grove, by light next morning, and hold it against the enemy.

To aid in that purpose, two brigades of Wilcox's division,

* It will he seen tliat. after this attair. I held, for a time, both of General Lee's flanks,

which was rather an anomaly, but it could not be avoided, as we had no reserves, and the

two other corps, lieing immediately in front of the enemy, in line of battle, and almost con-

.stantly engaged, could not be moved without great risk. It was absolutely necessary to

occupy the position held ou the left by Mahone, to avoid a renewal of the danger from
which we had escaped.
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(Thomas' unci Scales') were moved from tlie right, and Mahoiie

was ordered to move before light to Shady Grove ; but during

tlie night it was discovered tliat the movement to our left was

a feint, and that there was a real movement of the enemy
towards our right.

Before daybreak on the morning of the I2th, AV'ilcox's bri-

gades were returned to him, and at dawn, Mahone's division

was moved to the right, leaving AVright's brigade of that di\n-

sion to eovej' the crossing of the Po on Field's left. On this

morning, the enemy made a very heavy attack on Ewell's front,

and broke the line where it was occupied by Johnson's division.

A portion of the attacking force svv^ept along Johnson's line to

\\"ilcox's left, and was checked l»y a prt)mpt movement on the

l»:irt of Brigadier-General Lanie, who was on that tiank. As
sHon as the tiring was heard, General Wilcox sent Thomas'
and Scales' brigades to Lane's assistauee, and they arrived just

us Lane's brigade hail repulsed this Ifody of the enemy, and

they pursued it for a short distance, .is soon as ]Mahoue's

division arrived from the left, I'errin's and Harris' brigades of

that division, and sul>se(|uently, ^McGowan's l)rigade of Wil-

cox's division, were sent to General Ewell's assistance, and

were carried into action under his orders. Brigadier-General

Perrin was killed, and Brigadier-General M«.'.Gowan severely

wounded, while gallantly leading their respective brigades

into action; and all the brigades sent to Ewell's assistance

suffered severeh\

Snbsequently, on the same day, under orders from General

Lee, Lane's brigade of Wilcox's division, and Mahone's OAvn

i>rigade (under Colonel Weisiger). were thrown to the front,

tor the purpose of moving to the left, and attacking the flank

of the column of the enemy which liad broken Ewell's line, to

relieve the pressure on Imn, and, if possible, rei.-over the part

of tlie line which had been lost. Lane's brigade commenced
the movement and had not proceeded far, when it encountered

ajid attacked, in a piece of woods in front of my line, the 9th

corps, tinder Burnside, moving up to attack a salient on my
front. Lane captured over three lumdred prisoners, and three

D
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battle flags, and his attack on the enemy's flank, taking him

by surprise, no doubt, contributed materially to his repulse.

Mahone's brigade did not become seriously engaged. The

attacking column which Lane encountered, got up to within a

very short distance of a salient defended by Walker's brigade

of lleth's division, under Colonel Mayo, before it was discov-

ered, as there was a pine thicket in front, under cover of which

the advance was made. A heavy Are of musketry froni

AValker's brigade and Thomas' which was on its left, and a

fire of artillery from a considerable number of guns on lleth's

iine, were opened with tremendous efl'ect upon the attacking

column, and it was driven l)ack Avith heavy loss, leaving its

(lead in front of our works. This aftair took place under the

eye of (T-eneral Lee himself. In the afternoon, another attempt

was made to carry out the contemplated flank movement, with

\Lihone"s brigade, and Cook's brigade of lleth's division, to be

foUowed up l)y the other troops under my comnnind : but it

was discovered that the enemy Inid one or more intrenched

lines in our front, to the Are from which our flanking column

would have been exposed. Moreover, the ground between the

lines was very rough, being full of rugged ravines and covered

with thick pines and other growth; and it was thought advis-

able to desist from the attempt. The two brigades which were

to have commenced the movement, were then thrown to the

Front on both sides of the Fredericksburg road, and, passing

over two lines of breastworks, defended l)v a strong force of

.skirmishers, developed the existence of a third and much
stronger line in rear, which would have att'orded an almost in-

.-iiperjible obstacle to the pro[>osed flank movement. This

cltjsed the operations of the corps under my command on tlie

memorable 12th of May.

r)etween that day and the 19th, there was no serious attack

on my front, but much mana?uvring by the enemy. General

Midione made two or three reconnoissances to the front, which

disclosed the fact that the enemy was gradually moving to our

right. In making one of them, he encountered a body of the

enemy which had got [tossession of Gayle's house, on the left

of the road leadius-from ourriirht towards the Fredericksburc:
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and Hanover .runction road, at which a portion of our cavahy,

under Brigadier General ChanibHss, had been previously

posted, and drove it back across the Ny.* Another reconnois-

sance, luiudsomely made by Brigadier-General Wright, Avho

had been brought from the left, ascertained that a lieavy force

of the enemy was between the Xy and the Po, in front of my'
right, which was held b)' Mahone, and Avas along the road

towards Hanover Junction. To meet this movement of the

enemy, Field's division was brought from the left and placed

on my right.

On the 19th, General Ewell made a movement against the

enemy's right, and to create a diversion in his favour, Thomas'

brigade was thrown forward, and drove the enemy into his

works in front of the salient, against which Burnside's attack

had been made on the 12tli, while the whole corps was held in

I'eadiness to co-operate with Ewell, should his attack prove

successful ; but, as he was compelled to retire, Thomas was

\vithdrawn.

Subsequently, the enemy retired from Heth's and Wilcox's

fronts ; and, on the afternoon of the 21st, Wilcox was sent out

on the road leading from Mahone's front across the Ny, with

two of his brigades to feel the enemy, and found him still in

force behind entrenched lines, and had a brisk engagement

with that force.

While Wilcox was absent, an order was received by me,

from General Lee, to turn over to General Hill the command
of his corps, as he had reported for duty. I did so at once,

and thus terminated my connection with this corps, which I

had commanded during all the trying scenes around Spotsyl-

vania Court House. The officers and men of the corps had

all behaved well, and contributed, in no little degree, to the

i-esult by which Grant Avas compelled to wait six days for rein-

*The Mattapony River, which, by its junction with the Pamunkey, forms York River, is

formed by the confluence of four streams, called respectively, the "Mat," "Ta," "Po," and
">"y." The Xy is north and east of Spotsylvania Court House, and behind it the enemy did

most of his manoeuvring in my front. It unites with tlio Po, a few miles to the east and south

of Spotsylvania Court House, and both streams are. difficult to cross, exonjit where thera aiv

bridges.
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forcements from W'asliington, before he could resiinu' tlii'

offeni^ive, or make another of his flank movements to ,u-et l)e-

tween General Lee's arniv and Riehnion(L

lJAN()\n^Ji J l^IS^CTIOK.

OPERATIONS OF EARLY'S DIVISION.

The movement of the enemy to get between our army and

Richmond liad been discovered, and on tlie afternoon of the

i^lst, Ewell's corps was put in motion towards Hanover Junc-

tion.* After turning over to General Hill, the command of

his corps, I rode in the direction taken by Ewell's corps, and

overtook it, a short time before day on the morning of the

22nd. Hoke's brigade, under Lieutenant Colonel Lewis, this

day joined us from Petersburg, and an order was issued, trans-

ferring Gordon's brigade, now under the command of Briga-

dier-General Evans, to Johnson's division, which was placed

under the command of General Gordon, who had been made
a Major General. This left me in command of three brigades,

to wit: Pegram's, Hoke's, and Johnston's, all of which were

very much reduced in strength. My Adjutant General, Major

Daniel, had been disabled for life by a wound received at the

Wilderness, and my Inspector General, Major Samuel Hale,

had been mortally wounded at Spotsylvania Court House, on

the 12th, while serving with the division and acting with great

gallantry during the disorder which ensued after Ewell's lino

was broken. Both were serious losses to me.

On this day, (the 22nd), we moved to Hanover .Function,

and, next day my division was posted on the extreme right,

covering a ferry two or three miles below the railroad bridge

'•Hanovfr Junction is about 22 miles from Riehmond, and is at tlie intersection of tlio

Kiolimond, Fredericlcsburg and Potomao railroad with the Central railroad from Kiehmond
west, via Gordonsville and Staunton. It is on the direct road from botli Spotsylvania Court

House and Frederieljsburg to Kichmond. The Xortli Anna Kiver iy north of the Junction

about two miles, and the South Anna about throe miles south of it. These two stream.') nmtc,

.*!Oiith of east, and a few iiiilns from the JuuRlioii, and foriii tho Pamunkey Hirer.
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across the ISTortli Anna. While iit Hanover Juuctiori my
•livision was not engaged. At one time it was moved towards

our left, for the purpose of supporting a part of the line on

which an attack was expected, and moved back again without

being required. It was, subsequently, placed temporarily on

the left of the corps, relieving Rodes' di^dsion and a part of

Field's while the line was being remodelled, and then took

position on the right again.

During the night of the ^Hth, the enemy agai)i withdrew

from our front.*

BATTLES OF COLD HARBOUR.

OPERATIONS OF EWELL'S CORPS.

On the 27th, the enemy having withdrawn to the north

bank of the l^orth Anna, and commenced another flank move-

ment by moving down the north bank of the Pamunkey,
Ewell's corps, now under my command, by reason of General

Ewell's sickness, was moved across the South Anna over the

bridge of the Central railroad, and by a place called " Merry
Oaks," leaving Ashland on the Richmond, Fredericksburg and

Potomac railroad to the right, and bivouacked for the night at

Hughes' cross road, the intersection of the road from Ashland

to Atlee's station on the Central railroad with the road from

* At Hanover Junction General Lee was joined by Pickett's division of Lougstreet's corps,

and Breckenridge with two small brigades of infantry, and a battalion of artillery. These,

with Hoke's brigade, were the first and only reinforcements received by General Lee since

the opening of the campaign. Yet, Grant's immense army, notwithstanding the advantage
gained by it on the 12th of May, had been so crippled, that it was compelled to wait six days
cii Spotsylvania Court House for reinforcements from Washington, before it could resume
the offensive. Breekenridge's infantry numbered less than 3,000 muskets

;
yet. Grant puts it

l."i,000, and he makes an absurd attempt to cast the whole blame for the failure of the cam-
paign, so far, on Butler; to immolate whom, he makes a digression in his account of the

operations at Hanover Junction, and says :
" The army sent to operate against Richmond

having hermeticallj'- sealed itself up at Bermuda Hundreds, the enemy was enabled to bring

the most, if not all the reinforcements brought from the South by Beauregard against the

Army of the Potomac' He therefore determined to try another flank movement, and to get
more reinforcements from the army at Bermuda Hundreds.
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the Merry Oaks to Richmond. Next morning I moved by

Atlee's station to Hundley's corner, at the intersection of the

road from Hanover Town, (the point at which Grant crossed

the Pamunkey,) by Pole Green Church, to Richmond, with the

road from Atlee's station, by Old Church in Hanover County,

to the White House, on the Pamunkey. This is the point

from which General Jackson commenced his famous attack on

McClellan's flank and rear, in 1862, and it was very important

that it should be occupied, as it intercepted Grant's direct

march towards Richmond. All these movements were made
under orders from General Lee.

My troops were placed in position, covering the road by

Pole Green Church, and also the road to Old Church, with my
right resting near Beaver Dam Creek, a small stream running

towards Mechanicsville and into the Chickahominy. Brigadier

General Ramseur of Rodes' division, was this day assigned to

the command of my division. Ewell's corps, the 2nd of the

Army of Northern Virginia, now numbered less than 9,000

muskets for duty, its loss, on the 12th of May, having been

very heavy.

On the 29th, the enemy having crossed the Tottopotomoy,

(a creek running just north of Pole Green Church, and east-

ward to the Pamunkey,) appeared in my front on both roads,

and there was some skirmishing, but no heavy fighting.

On the afternoon of the 30th, in accordance with orders from

General Lee, I moved to the right across Beaver Dam, to the

road from Old Church to Mechanicsville, and thence along

that road towards Old Church, until we reached Bethesda

Church. At this point the enemy was encountered, and his

troops which occupied the road, were driven by Rodes' divi-

sion towards the road from Hundley's corner, which unites

with the road from Mechanicsville, east of Bethesda Church.

Pegram's brigade, under the command of Colonel Edward

Willis of the 12th Georgia regiment, was sent forward, with

one of Rodes' brigades on its right, to feel the enemy, and

ascertain its strength; but, meeting with a heavy force behind

breastworks, it was compelled to retire, with the loss of some



BATTLES OF COLD HARBOUR. 51

valniiblc officers and men, and amouc^ tlieui were Colonel

AVillis, mortally wounded, and Colonel Terrell of the 18th Vii--

!j:;inia regiment, and Lieutenant Colonel A\"atkins of the 52nd

Virginia regiment, killed. This movement showed that the

enemy was moving to our right flank, and at night, I witlldre"^^

a short distance on the Mechanicsville road, covering it with

my force. ^Mien 1 made the movement from Hundley's

corner, my position at that ])lace was occupied by a part <>f

Longstreet's corps, under Anderson.

On the next morning my troops Avere placed in position 021

the east side of Beaver Dam across the road to Mechanicsville,

but liodes was subsequently moved to the west side of the

creek.

Grant's movement to our right, towards C'old Harbour, Avas

continued on the 31st, and the 1st of June, and corresponding

movements were made by General Lee to meet him, my com-

mand retaining its position with a heavy force in its front.

On the 2nd, all the troops on my left, except Heth's division

of Hill's corps, had moved to the right, and, in the aftenKwn
of that day, liodes' division moved forward, along the road

from Hundley's corner towards Old Church, and drove the

enemy from his intrenchments, now occupied witli heavv skii--

mish lines, and forced back his left towards Bethesda Church,

where there was a heavy force. Gordon swung round so as to

keep pace with Eodes, and Heth co-o])erated, following Kodes
and taking position on his left flank. In this movement there

was some heavy flghtiug and several liundred prisoners were
taken by us. Hrigadiei'-General Doles, a gallant officer of

nodes' division, was killed, but otherwise our loss was not

severe.

On the next day (the ord), when Grant made an attack at

Cold Harbour in which he sufl:ered very heavily, there Avere

repeated attacks on Kodes' and Heth's fronts, those on Cook's
brigade, of Heth's division, being especially heavy, but all of
them were repulsed. There was also heavy skirmishing on
Gordon's front. During the day, Heth's left Avas threatened
by the enemy's cavalry, but it was kept olf by Walker's brig-
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acle under Colonel Vrj, wliieli covered that Hank, and also re-

pulsed an effort of the enemy's infantry to get to our rear. As
it was necessary that Heth's division should join its corps on

the right, and my tlank in this position was very much ex-

posed, I witlidrevr at the close of the day to the line previously

occnpied, and next morning Heth moved to the right.

My right now connected with the left of Longstreet's corps

under General Anderson. The enemy subsequently evacua-

ted his position at Bethesda Chtirch and his lines in my front,

and, having no opposing force to keep my troops in their lines,

I made two efforts to attack the enemy on his right flank and

rear. The first was made on the 6th, when I crossed the Mata-

daquean, (a small stream, running through wide swamps in

the enemy's rear), and got in rear of his right flank, driving in

his skirmishers until we came to a swamp, which could l)e

crossed only on a riarrow causeway defended by an intrenched

line with artillery. General Anderson Ava.s to have co-ope-

rated with m^., by moving down the other side of the Matada-

quean, but the division sent for that purpose did nijt reach the

position from whic4i I started until near night, and I was

therefoi'e cotnpelled to retire as my ]»ositi»iu was too much ex-

posed.

On tlic next ihiy (the 7tii), a rcL-onn(.>issauce made in front of

Andei-son"s line, showed that the o'reater part of it was uncov-

ered, and, in accordance Avith instructions from General Lee,

r nioved in front of, and between it and the Matadaquean,

until my progress w^as arrested by a ravine and swamp which

prevented any further advance, but a iiund:ier of pieces of ai'-

tillery were opened upon the enemy's position in flank and

reverse, so as to favour a movement from Anderson's front,

\vhi<;h liad l»een ».)rdei"ed bitt was m>t made: and at night J. re-

tired from this jiosition to tin- resir of otir lines.

ISinee the flghting at the Wilderness, Grant had made it an

invariable practice to c(>ver liis front, flank, and rear, with a

perfect network of intrenehmeuts, and all his movements were

made under cover of su<'h works. It was tlierefori- very difli-

cult to get at him.
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Oil the 11th, my coiiimand was moved to the rear oi' liilTs

Hue, near Gaines' Mill; and, on the 12th, I received orders to

move, with the 2nd Corps, to the Shenandoah Valley, to meet

Hunter. This, therefore, closed my connection with the cam-

piiigu from the Kapidan to James Eiver,

When I moved, on the morning of the loth.. Grant had al-

ready put his army in motion to join Butler, on James Kiver,

a position which he could have reached, from liis camps on

the north of the Ilapidan, hy railroad and transports, without

tlie loss of a man. In attempting to force his way by land, he

liad alread}' lost, in killed and wounded, more men than were

in General Jjce's entire arn\y; and he was compelled to give

u[t, in despair, the attempt to reach Richmond in that way.*

* Grant, in describing his movement from Spotsylviinia Court House to Hanover Junction,

says: "But tlie enemy again having the shorter line, and being in possession of the main
roads, was enabled to reach the Xoi-th-Anna in advance of us, and took position behind it."

Ami when he speal<s of liis final determination to join Butler, he says : "After the Battle of

the Wilderness it was evident that the enenn- deemed it of tlie first importance to run no

risk with the army he then had. He acted purely on the defensive, behind lireastworks. or,

feebly on the offensive, immediately in front of tliem, and where, in ease of repulse. h<=<

could retire behind them. Without a greater sacrifice of life than I «as willing to maki-,

all could not be accomplished that I designed north of Kichmond.'

Jlr. Secretary Stanton, with a keenness of stragetic accumen w Inch is altogether uiipar-

alled, says :
" Forty-three days of desperate iighting or inarching, by day and night, forced

back the rebel army troni the Rapidan to their intrenchments around Kiclimond, and <'ar-

ried the Army of the Potomac to the soutli side of James River. The strength of the enemy's
force when the campaign opened, or the e.xtent of his loss, is not known to this Department.

Any inequality between Lee's army and the Army of thi' Potoniai', was fully compensated by

the advantage of position."

We are left in ttie dark whether it was the desperate fighting or the desperate mareliing

which did all this; but, however that maybe, it was a wonderful achievement, especially

when it is considered that the Army of the Potomac might have been carried to the soutli

side of James River by transports, and I^ee's army thereby forced back to the intrench-

luents around Riclimond, without the "Forty-three days of despeiaf fighting or marching,

by day and by night," and without tlic hiss i^f men sustained l.y (irant. There are siini>'

wlio think Stanton is slyly making fun of i>ram ; but. i( lie is not. and i> in dead earnest, tli.'

question naturallj- arises, in the minrl of one not as gifted as tin' Federal Secretai-y of War:
llow liappened it that, if liCe was being coiistaiUiy forced l^ack. I'oi- forty-three days, over a

distance of more than eighty miles, be always had the shoner line, and (iosM'.ssjen of ili.

main roads, and got the advantage of position, .-inii had time to loin'ly if?

I happen to know that General T>ee always had the greatest anxiety to strike at Gram in

tile open field ; and 1 should like to know u hen it was that the latter operated on the def. n.

sive, or offensive either, except behind, oi- immediately in front of, far better intrenchmeni-
I ban General Ijee's army, with its limited means. \va> aiile to make. \n inspection oT the

battle-fields, from the I^ajiidan to the James, will show that (trant"s armydiil a \ast d<"-Ml

more digging than General Lee's.

The truth i.s, that the one commander was a great captain, and iierfect master of his ;iif,

while the other had none of the requisites of a great captain, but merely possessed the most
ordinary brute courage, and had the control of imliiuiteJ numbsrs and means. Yet, it i.-

E
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flfiimed that Grant fights and writes better than Alexander, and Hannibal, and Ciesar, an(;

Napoleon, and all the rest ; and when, in the e.xereise of his great powers of composition, hv

turns the liatteries of his rhetoric on Butler, I say, in his own classic language, "Go in I"

You can't him a lick amiss. I cannot, however, but be amused at the effort to make Butler

the scape-goat ; and cannot help thinking that Grant ought to have known, beforehand, thai

he (Butler) was unfit to make war, except on defenceless women and ehildreu. and that the

trophies valued Ity him were not those won at the cannon's mouth.

Grant, in his report, has enunciated the leading principles of his svrittegy, and he is cer-

tainly entitled to the credit of having practised them, if not to the merit of originality. They
wore: " First, to use the greatest number of troops practicable against the armed force of

tlie enemy;" and. Second, to hammer continuously against tlic armed fcn-ce of tlie enemy,

and his resources, until, by mere attrition, if by nothing else, there should be nothing left

to him but an equal submission, with the loyal section of our common country, to the con-

stitution and laws of the land." (Alas ! what has become of tiie constitution and laws ?) This

latter principle was more conciselj' and forcibly expressed by Mr. Lincoln, when he de-

clared his purpose to "" keep apegging." The plain English of the wliofe idea was to con-

tinue raising troops, and to oppose them, in overwlielming numbers, to the Confederate-

Army, until the latter should wear itself out wliipping them, when a newly-recruited army
might "go in and win."' And, this was actu.-dly what took place in regard to General I.ec's

ai-my.

Grant having cstalilished his fame as a writer, as well as lighter. 1 presume he will give

the world the benefit of his ideas, anil publish a \\t)rk on strategy, whii'h I would suggest

ought to be called "The Lincoln-Grant or Pegging-Hammer Ait of War."

ilc has made sonu- observations, in his report, about the adv.Vntages (^f intcrioi' lini's nt

communication, supposed to be possessed by the Confederate c.mnmanders, which are niorf

specious than sound. The Mississippi River divided the Confederacy into two parts, and

the immense naval power of the enemy enabled him to render communication across that

river, after the loss of New Orleans and Memphis, always difficult, and finally to get entire

piisscssion of it. I >ii the eastern side of it, the railroad communications were barely suffi-

cient for the transportation of supplies, and the transportation of troops over them was

always tedious and difficult. The Ohio Eiver, in the West, and the Potomac, in the East,

with the mountains of Western Virginia, rendered it impossible for an invading army to

march into the enemy's country, except at one or two fords on the Potomac, just east of the

Blue liidge, and two or three fords above Harper's Ferry. The possession of the seas and

the blockade of our ports, as well as the possession of the Mississippi, the Ohio and I'oto-

mac Rivers, with the Baltimore .tiid Ohio Railroad, and the railroads tlirough Pennsylvania,

(»hio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky and Tennessee, enabled tlie enemy to transport troops,

from the most remote points, with more ease and rapidity than they could be transported

over the railroads under the control ot the Confederate Government, all of which were in

bad condition. The enemy, therefore, in fact, had all the advantages of interior lines ; that

is rapidity of communication and concentration, with the advantage, also, of unrestricted

communication with .'ill the world, which his niival power ga\"e him.



CAMPAIGN m ]V[ARYLAND

AND

THE VALLEY OF YIRGIJNIA

IN'TRODUCTION.

The Valley of Yirgiriia, in its largest sense, embraces all

that country lying between the Blue Ridge and Alleghany

Mountains, which unite at its south-western end.

The Shenandoah Yalley, which is a part of the Yalley of

Virginia, embraces the Counties of Augusta, Rockingham,

Shenandoah, Page, Warren, Clarke, Frederick, Jefferson, and

Berkeley. This valley is bounded on the north by the Poto-

mac, on the south by the County of Rockbridge, on the east

by the Blue Ridge, and on tlie Avest by the Great North Moun-
tain and its ranges.

The Shenandoah River is composed of two branches, called,

respectively, the "I^orth Fork" and the "South Fork," which

unite near Front Royal in Warren County. The North Fork

rises in the Great North Mountain, and runs eastw^ardly to

within a short distance of New Market in Shenandoah County,

and thence north-east by ]\Iount Jackson to Strasburg, where

it turns east to Front Royal. The South Fork is formed by

the union of North River, ^liddle River, and South River.

North River and Middle River, running from the west, unite

near Port Republic in Rockingham County. South River rises

in the south-eastern part of Augusta, and runs by Waynes-
boro', along the western base of the Blue Ridge, to Port Re-

public, where it unites Avith the stream formed by the junction

of the North and Middle rivers. From Port Re])ublic, tlie
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Soutli Fork of tlio JShenaiidoali runs north-east, through the

eastern border of Eockingham and tlio county of I'age, to

Front Royal in Warren county.

The Xorth Fork and South Fork are separated by the Mas-

sanutten Mountain, which is connected with no other moun-

tain, but terminates abruptly at both ends. Its northern end

is waslied at its base, just l)elow Straslmrg, by tlie Xorth Fork.

Its southern end terminates near the road between Harrison-

burg and Conrad's Store on the South Fork, at which latter

r)lace the road tlirouii-h Swift liun Gap in the Blue Ridfi^e

crosses that stream. 'I'wo valk-ys are tlius formed, the one on

the JS'orth Fork being called "The Main Valley,*' and the

other on the South Fork, and embracing the County of Page

and part of the County of Wai'ren, being usually known by

the name of "The Luray Valley."' The Luray Valley unites

with the Main Valley at both ends of the mountain. There is

a good road across Massanutten Mountain, from one valley to

the other, and through a gap near Xew Market. South of this

gap there is no road across the mountain, and north of it

the roads are very rugged and not practicable for the march of

a large army Avith its trains. At tlie nortliern or lower end of

Massanutten Mountain, and lietween two branches of it, is a

valley called "Powell's Fort Valley"' or more commonly "The
Fort."' This valley is accessible only by the very rugged roads

over the mountain wliich have been mentioned, and throuijh

a ravine at its lower end. From its isolated position, it was
not the theatre of military o[)erations of any consequence, but

merely furnished a refuge for deserters, stragglers, and fugi-

tives from the l^attle-iields.

From Front Royal the Shenandoah River runs along the

western base of the Blue Ridge to Harper's Ferry, Avhere it

unites with the Potomac, which here bursts through the moun-
tains. Tlie mountain in extension of the range of the Blue

iiidge from this point tlirough Maryland and Pennsylvania is

called "South Mountain."

Strictly speaking, the County of Berkeley and the greater

[lart of Frederick are not in the Valley of the Shenandoah.

The Opequon, rising south-west of Winchester, and crossing
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the Valle^' Pike four or live miles soutii of that place, turuH to

the north and empties into the Potomac some distance above

its junction with the Shenandoah; the a:reater part of Frede-

rick and nearly the whole of Berkeley beino- on the western

side of the Opequon.

Little Xorth Mountain, called in the lower valley "I^Torth

Mountain," runs north-east, through the Avestern portions of

Shenandoah, Frederick, and Berkeley Counties, to the Poto-

mac. At its northern end, where it is called ^N'orth Mountain,

it separates the waters of the Opequon from those of Back
Creek.

Cedar Creek rises in Shenandoah County, west of Little

I^Torth Mountain, and running north-east along its western

base, passes through that mountain, four or five miles from

Strasburg, and, then making a circuit, empties into the Is"orth

Fork of the Shenandoah, about two miles below Strasburg.

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad crosses the Potomac at

Harper's Ferry, and passing through Martinsburg in Berkeley

County, crosses Back Creek near its mouth, runs up the Poto-

mac, crossing the South Branch of that river near its mouth,

and then the Xorth Branch to Cumberland in Maryland.

From this place it runs into Virginia again and, passing

through Xorth "Western Virginia, strikes the Ohio river by

two stems terminating at Wheeling and Parkersburg, re-

spectively.

There is a railroad from Harper's Ferry to Winchester,

called "The Winchester and Potomac Railroad," and also one

from Manassas Junction on the Orange and Alexandria Rail-

road, through Manassas Gap in the Blue Ridge, by Front

Royal and Strasburg, to Mount Jackson, called " The Manas-

sas Gap Railroad;" but both of these roads were torn up and

rendered unserviceable in the year 1862, under the orders of

General Jackson.

From Staunton in Augusta County, there is a tine macadam-
ized road called " The Valley Pike," running through Mount
Sidney, Mount Crawford, Harrisonburg, iN'ew Market, Mount
Jackson, Edinburg, Woodstock, Strasburg, Middletown, ^New-
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town, Bartonsville, and Kernstown to Wincliester in Frederick

County, and crossing Middle Eiver seven miles from Staunton,

Xortli River at Mount Crawford eighteen miles from Staunton,

the jS'orth Fork of the Shenandoah at Mount Jackson, Cedar

Creek between Strasburg and Middletown, and the Opequon
at Bartonsville, four or five miles from Winchester. There is

also another road west of tlie Yalley Pike, connecting these

several villages, called the "Back Road,'' and, in some places,

another road between the A-^alley Pike and the Back Road,

which is called the "Middle Road."'

From Winchester there is a macadamized road, via Mar-

tinsburg, to Williamsport on the Potomac in Maryland, and

another, via Berryville in Clarke County, and Charlestown in

Jefferson C^ounty, to Harper's Ferry. There is also a good

pike from Winchester to Front Royal, which crosses both forks

of the Shenandoah just above their junction ; and from Front

Royal there are good roads up the Luray Valley, and by the

way of Conrad's Store and Port Republic, to Harrisonburg

and Staunton.

From Staunton, south, there are good roads passing through

Lexington, in Rockbridge County, and Buchanan, in Bote-

tourt County, to several points on the Virginia and Tennessee

Railroad : and others direct from Staunton and Lexington to

Lynchburg.

The Central Railroad, from Richmond, passes through the

Blue Ridge, with a tunnel at Rockfish Gap, and runs through

Waynesboro and Staunton, westwardly to Jackson's River,

which is one of the head-streams of James River.

This description of the country is given in order to render

the following narrative intelligible without too much repetition.

In the spring of 1864, before the opening of the campaign,

the lower Shenandoah Valley was held by the Federal troops,

under Major-General Sigel, with his head-quarters at Win-
chester, while the upper Valley was held by Brigadier-General

Imbodeu, of the Confederate Army, with one brigade of

cavalry, or mounted infantry, and a battery of artillery.

When the campaign opened, Sigel moved up the Valley, and
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Major-General J^veckenridge moved tVoin t^outb-^\'ef^lei•ll X'ir-

.i>:iiiia, Avitli two brigades of iiitaiitrv and a battalion of ai'til-

ierv, to meet him. Breckeuridge, luiving united bis forces

with Imboden's, met and defeated Sigel, at Xew Market, on

the loth day of May, (h'iving him back towards Wincliester.

Breckenridge then crossed the Bbie Ridge, and joined Gen-

eral Lee, at Hanover Junction, with liis two brigades of in-

fantry and the battalion of artillery. Subsequeiitly, the Fede-

ral General Hunter organized an@ther and larger force than

Sigel's, and moved u}> the Valley: and, on the oth day of

flune, defeated Brigadier-General WilliauL E. Jones, at Pied-

mont, between Port Republic and Staunton—Jones' force

being composed of a very small body of infantry, and a cavalry

force whicli had been brought from South-AVestern A'irginia,

after Breckenridge's departure from the Valley. Jones was

killed, and the remnant of his force, under Brigadier-General

Vaughan, fell back to AVaynesboro. Hunter's force then

united with another column which had moved from Lewis-

burg, in Western Virginia, under the Federal General Grook.

As soon as information was received of Jones' defeat and

death, Breckenridge was so^it back to the Valley, with the

force he had brought with Tiim.
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IIUIN^TER.

Oil tlie 12tli of June, while tlie 2ud Corps (Kwell's) of tlie

Army of ]Srortheni Virginia was lying near Gaines" Mill, in

rear of Hill's line at Cold Harbour, I received verbal orders

from General Lee to hold the corps, with two of the battalions

of artillery attached to it, in readiness to move to the Shenan-

doah A^alley. Xelson's and Braxton's battalions were selected,

and Brigadier-General Long was ordered to accompany me as

Chief of Artillery. After dark, on the same day, written in-

structions were given me by General Lee, by wdiicli I was

directed to move, witli the force designated, at o o'clock next

morning, for the A'^alley, by way of JiOuisa (\ H. and C-har-

lottesville, and through Brown's or Swift Bun Ga]) in the Blue

liidge, as T might tind most advisalde; to strike Hunter's

force in the rear, and, if possible, destroy it ; theii to move
down the N'alley, cross the Potomac near Leesburg in Loudon

County, or at or above Harper's Ferry, as 1 might find most

}>ractlcable, and threaten AVashington City. I was further

directed to communicate with General Breckenridge, who
would co-operate with mc in the attack on Huntei-, and the ex-

pedition into Maryland.

At this time the railroad and telegraph lines between Char-

lottesville and Lynchburg had been cut by a cavalry force from

Hunter's army; and those between Biehmond and Charlottes-

ville had been cut by Sheridan's cavalry, from Grant's army;

so that there was no comnmnication with Breckenridge.

Hunter was supposed to be at Staunton with his whole force,

and Breckenridge was supposed to be at Waynes!)oro, oi- liock-

iish Gap. If such had l)een the case, the route designated by

General Lee Avould have carried me into the Valley in Hun-

ter's rear.

The 2ud Corps now numbered a little over 8,000 muskets
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for duty. It had been on active and arduous service in the

field for forty days, and had been engaged in all the great

battles from the "Wilderness to Cold Harbour, sustaining very

heavy losses at Spotsylvania C. II. where it lost nearly an

entire division, including its commander, Major-General John-

son, who was made prisoner. Of the Brigadier-Generals with

it at the commencement of the campaign, only one remained

in. command of his brigade. Two (Gordon and Ramseur) had

been made Major-Generals ; one (G. II. Steuart) had been cap-

tured; four (Pegram, Hays, J. A. Walker, and R. D. John-

ston) had been severely wounded: and four (Stafford, J. M.

Jones, Daniel, and Doles) had been killed in action. Constant

exposure to the weather, a limited supply of provisions, and

two weeks' service in the swamps north of the Chickahominy

had told on the health of tlie men. Divisions were not

stronger than brigades ought to have been, ]ior brigades tha)i

regiments.

On the morning of the 18th, at 2 o'lclock, we commenced
the march ; and, on the 16th, arrived at the Kivanna Eiver,

near Charlottesville, hiiving marched over eighty miles in four

days.*

From Louisa C. H. I had sent a dispatch to Gordonsville, to

be forwarded, by telegraph, to Breckenridge ; and, on my ar-

rival at Charlottesville, on the 16th, to which place I rode in

advance of the troops, I received a telegram from him, dated

at Lynchburg, informing me that Hunter was then in Bedford

I'onnty, about twenty miles from that place, and moving on it.

The railroad and telegraph between Charlottesville and

Lynchburg had been, fortunately, but slightly injured by the

*<)n the liitli, we pfissed ovor the ground, near Treviilian's "lepot, on \v)iioii Hampton and
Slii-ridan had lought. on the Utli and 12th. Hampton had defeated Sheridan, and wa.s tlien

in piir^suit of liim. Grant clainij:, in hi.* report, that, on tlie lltli. Slieridan drove our eavah-y
• from the tield, in eomplete rcnit:" and says, when he rtdva7Keil toward.? Gordonsville, ou
the 12th. "he found the enemy reinforeed by infantry, behind well-eonstructed ririe-pit>.

iibout live miles from the latter place, and too .strong to .sueeessfully assault."

This is as thoroughly a faney slieti-h as can well be nianuiaetured. Tliere was not an in-

fantry soldier in arms nearer the seene of action than witii General Lee's army, near Cold
Harbour; and the "well-constructed rifle-pits" were nothing more tliau rails put up in the

manner in which cavalry were accustomed to arrange them to prevent a cluirge. Sheridan
mistook, some of Hampton's cavalry, dismounted and lighting on foot, for infantry; and the

statement was made to cover his defeat.

F
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enemy's cavalry, and had been repaired. The distance be-

tween the two places was sixty miles, and there were no trains

ut Charlottesville, except one which belonged to the Central

road, and was about starting for Waynesboro. I ordered this

to be detained, and immediately directed, by telegram, all the

trains uf the two roads to be sent to me with all dispatch, lor

tile pvirpose of transporting my troops to Lynchburg. The
trains were not in readiness to take the troops on board imtil

sunrise on the morning of the 17th, and then only enougii

were ftirnished to transport about half my infantry. Ram-
seur's division, one brigade of (iordon's di\'ision, and part of

another were put on the trains, as soon they were ready, and

started for Lynchburg. Rodes' division, and the residue of

(xordou's, were ordered to move along the railroad, to meet
the trains on their return. The artillery and wagon trains

bad been started on the ordinary roads at daylight.

J accDUipanied Ramseur's division, going on the front train,

but the road and rolling stock were in such bad condition that

1 did not reach Lynchburg until about one o'clock in the after-

noon, and the other trains were much later. I found General

Breckenridge in bed, sutiering from an injury received by the

tal! i>f a l)0]'se killed under him in action near (.'old Harbour,

lie bad moved from Rockiish Gap to Lynchburg by a forced

nijirch, as soon as Hunter's movement towards tliat place was

^liscuvcred. When 1 showed him my instructions, he very

readily and cordially ottered to co-operate with me, and serve

under my command.

Hunter's advance trom Staunton had licen ini])eded by a

brigade of cavalry, under Brigadier-General McCausland,

wliich had been managed with great skill, and kc[»t in hit*

front all the way, and he was reported to be then advancing

on the old stone /tui-npikc from fjiberty, in Bedford County.

l)y x^ew liondon, and watdied by Indioden with a small force

of cavalry.

As General Breckenridge was unable to go out, at his re-

"[uest. General D. II. Hill, who happened to be in town, liad

made arrangements for the defence of the city, witli such
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troops as were at liand. Brigadier-General Hays, who was an

invalid from a wound received at Spotsylvania Court llousf,

had tendered his services and also aided in maldng arrange-

ments for the defence. I rode out with General Hill to ex-

amine the line selected hy him, and make a recounoissance of

the country in front. Slight works had heen hastily thrown

up on College llill, covering the turnpike and Forest roads

from Liberty, \vhich were manned by Breckenridge's infantry

and the dismounted cavalry of the command which had been

with Jones at Piedmont. The reserves, invalids from the hos-

pitals, and the cadets from the Military Institute at Lexington,

occupied other parts of the line. An inspection satisHed me
that, while this arrangement was the best which could be made
under the circumstances which General Hill found himself,

yet it would leave the town exposed to the lire of the enemy's

artillery, should he advance to the attack, and I therefore de-

termined to meet the enemy with my troops in front.

We found Imboden about four miles out on the turnpike,

near an old Quaker church, to which position he had been

gradually forced back by the enemy's infantry. My troops, as

they arrived, had been ordered in front of the works to

bivouac, and I immediately sent orders for them to move our

on this road, and two brigades of Ramseur's division arrived

just in time to be thrown across the road, at a redoubt about

two miles from the city, as Liiboden's command was driven

back by vastly superior numbers. These brigades, with two

pieces of artillery in the redoubt, arrested the progress of the

enemy, and Ramseur's other brigade, and the part of Gordon',"?

division which had arrived, took position on the same line. '

The enemy opened a heavy fire of artillery on us, but, as night

soon came on, he went into camp on our front.*

•^Hunter's delay in advancing from Staunton liad been most remarlcable, and can be ac-

counted for only by the fact, that indulgence in petty acts of malignity and outrage upori

private citizens wns more congenial to his nature than bold operations in the field. He had

defeated Jones' small force at Piedmont about ten miles from Staunton, on the 6th, and

united with Crook on the 8th, yet he did not arrive in front of Lynchburg until near night

on the ITth. The route from Staunton to Lynchburg by which he moved, which was by

Lexington, Buchanan, the Peaks of Otter, and Liberty, is about ono hundred mile.s in di-J-

tauce. It is true McCausland had delayed his progress by keeping constantly in his front,

bat an enorgotic advance would havo brushed away McC'ttuslaud's small fore«, and liViif^lj-
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0)1 my arrival at Lyncliburg-, orders had been given for the

immediate return of tlie trains for the rest of my infantry,

and I expected it to arrive by the morning of the 18th, but it

did not get to Lyncliburg until late in the afternoon of that

day. Hunter's force was considerabl}' larger than mine wouhl

have been, had it all been up, and as it was of the utmost con-

sequence to the ai-my at Eichmond that he should not get into

Lynchburg, 1 did not feel justified in attacking him until 1

could do so with a fair prospect of success. I contented my-

self therefore with acting on the defensive on the 18th, throw-

ing Breckenridge's infantry and a part of his artillery on the

front line, while that adopted by General Hill was occupied by

the dismounted cavalry and the irregular troops. During the

day, there was artillery tiring and skirmishing along the line,

and, in the afternoon, an attack Avas made on our line, to the

right of the turnpike, wliich was handsomely repulsed with

considerable loss to the enemy. A demonstration of the

enemy's cavalry on the Forest road, was checked by part of

Breckenridge's in&ntry under Wharton, and McCausland's

cavalry.

On the arriva.l of the cars from Richmond this day, Major-

Generals Elzey and Ransom reported for duty, the former to

command the infantry and dismounted cavalry of Brecken-

ridge's command, and the latter to connnand the cavalry.

The mounted cavalry consisted of the remnants of several bri-

gades divided into two commands, one under Imboden, and

the other under McCausland. It was badly mounted and

armed, and its efficiency much impaired by the defeat at Pied-

mont, and the arduous service it had recently gone through.

As soon as the remainder of my infantry arrived by the

railroad, though none of my artillery had gotten up, arrange-

ments were made for attacking Hunter at daylight on the 19th,

but, sometime after midnight, it was^^discovered that he was

moving, though it was not known whether he was retreating,

or moving so as to attack Lynchburg on the south where it

liurg, with all its mauufiicturing establishments and stores, would have fallen before assis-

t.mce arrived. A subsequent passage over the greater part of the same route showed how
Hunter had been employed.
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was vulnerable, or to atteni])t to Join Grant on the Houth side

of James River. Pursuit could not, therefore, be made at

once, as a mistake, if either of the last two objects had been

(Contemplated, would have been fatal. At light, however, the

pursuit commenced, the 2nd Corps moving along the turnpike,

(wer which it was discovered Hunter was retreating, and

Elzey's command on the right, along the Forest road, while

Ransom was ordered to move on the right of Elzey, with Mc-
Causland's cavalry, and endeavor to strike the enemy at

Liberty or the Peaks of Otter. Iml>oden, who was on the

road from Lynchburg to Campbell Court House, to watch a

body of the enemy's cavalry, which had moved in [that direc-

tion the day before, was to have moved on the left towards

Liberty, but orders did not reach him in time. The enemy's

rear was overtaken at Liberty, twenty-five miles from Lynch-

burg, just before night, and driven through that place, after a

brisk skirmish, by Ramseur's division. The days march on

the old turnpike, which was very rough, had l^een terrible.

McCausland had taken the wrong road and did not reach Lib-

erty until after the enemy had been driven through the town.

It was here ascertained that Hunter had not retreated on

the route by the Peaks of Otter, over which he had advanced,

but had taken the road to Buford's depot, at the foot of the

Blue Ridge, which would enable him to go either by Salem,

Fincastle, or Buchanan. Ransom was, therefore, ordered to

take the route, next day, by the Peaks of Otter, and endeavour

to intercept the enemy should he move by Buchanan or Fin-

castle. The pursuit was resumed early on the morning of the

20th, and on our arrival in sight of Buford's, the enemy's rear

guard was seen going into the mountain on the road towards

Salem. As this left the road to Buchanan open, my aide.

Lieutenant Pitzer, was sent across the mountain to that place,

with orders to Ransom to move for Salem. Lieutenant Pitzer

was also instructed to ride all night and send directions, by
courier from Fincastle, and telegraph from Salem, to have the

road through the mountains to Lewisburg and South-Western
Virginia blockaded. The enemy was pursued into the moun-
tains at Buford's Gap, but he had taken possession of the crest
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of the Blue Ridge, and put batteries in position commanding a

gorge, tlirougli which the road passes, where it was impossible

for a regiment to move in line. I had endeavored to ascertain

if there was not another way across the mountain by which I

could get around the enemy, but all the men, except the old

ones, had gotten out of the way, and the latter, as well as the

women and children, were in such a state of distress and

alarm, that no reliable information could be obtained from

them. We tried to throw forces up the sides of the moun-
tains to get at the enemy, but they were so rugged that night

came on before anything could be accomplished, and we had
to desist, though not until a very late hour in the night.

By a mistake of the messenger, who was sent Avith orders to

General Rodes, who was to be in the lead next morning, there

was some delay in his movement on the 21st, but the pursuit

was resumed very shortly after sun-rise. At the Big Lick, it

was ascertained that tlie enemy had turned ofl" from Salem

towards Lewisburg on a road which passes through the moun-

tains at a narrow pass called the " Hanging Rock," and my
column was immediately turned towards that point, but on

arriving there it was ascertained that the enemy's rear guard

had passed through the gorge. McCausland had struck his

column at this point and captured ten pieces of artillery, some

waggons, and a number of prisoners ; but, the enemy having

brought up a heavy force, McCausland was compelled to fall

back, carrying off, however, the prisoners, and a part of the

artillery, and disabling the rest so that it could not be removed.

As the enemy had got into the mountains, where nothing use-

ful could be accomplished by pursuit, I did not deem it proper

to continue it farther. A great part of my command had had

nothing to eat for the last two days, except a little bacon which

was obtained at Liberty. The cooking utensils were in the

trains, and the effort to have bread baked at Lynchburg had

failed. Keither the waggon trains, nor the artillery of the

2nd Corps, were up, and I knew that the country, through

which Hunter's route led for forty or fifty miles, was, for the

most part, a desolate mountain region ; and that his troops

were taking everything in the way of provisions and forage
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which they could hiy their hands on. My field officers, except

those of Breckenridge's command, were on foot, as their

horses could not be transported on the trains from Charlottes-

ville. I had seen our soldiers endure a great deal, hut there

was a limit to the endurance even of Confederate soldiers. A
stern chase of infantry is a very difficult one, and Hunter's

u^en were marching for their lives, his disabled being carried

in his provision train which was now empty. My cavalry v.as

Tiot strong enough to accomplish anything of importance, and

a further pursuit could only have resulted in disaster to my
command from want of provisions and forage.

I was glad to see Hunter take the route to Lewisburg, as I

knew he could not stop short of the Kanawha River, and hv

was, therefore, disposed of for some time. Had he moved to

South-Western Virginia he would have done us incalculable

mischief, as there was no troops of any consequence in that

fiuarter, but plenty of supplies at that time. I should, tliere-

fore, have been compeJled to follow him.*

My command had marched sixty miles, in the three days

pursuit, over very rough roads, and that part of it from the

Army of Northern A^irginia had had no rest since leaving

(xaines' Mill. I determined, therefore, to rest on the 22nd, so

as to enable the waggons and artillery to get up, and }irepare

tlje men for the long march before them. Imboden had come
up, following on the road through Salem after the enemy, and

the cavalry was sent through Fincastle, to watch the enemy

* Grant, in his report says: "General Hunter, o«ing to a want of ammunition to give bat-

tle, retired from before the place" (Lynchburg). Thisis a little remarkable, a.s it appoar>!

.that tlii.s expedition had been long contemplated and was one of the prominent features of

the campaign of 18C4. Sheridan, with liis cavalry, was to have vtnited with Hunter at Lyncli-

biirg, and the two together were to have de.stroyed General Lee's communications and

depot.s of supplies!, and then have joined Grant. Can it be believed that Hunter set out on s. >

nnpiirtant an expedition with an insurtieient supply of ammunition? He had fought only

the. l)attle of Piedmont, with a part of his force, and it was not a very severe one, as Jones'

force was a small one and composed mostly of cavahy. Crook's column not being there

was not engaged. Had Sheridan defeated Hampton at Treviilian's, he would have reached

Lynchburg after destroying the railroad on the way, and I could not have reached there in

lime to do any good. But Hampton defeated Sheridan, and the latter saw "infantry'' " tn"

strong to successfully assault.'' Had Hunter moved on Lynchburg, with energy, that placi

would ha; e fallen before it was possible for me to get tjiere. But he tarried on the way for

purposes which will hereafter appear, and when he reached there, his heart failed hnn and
he was afraid to fight an inferior force, and then there was discovered, "

.V w.Tut of amtouni
tion to give battle."
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and annoy him as he passed through the mountains towards

Lewisburg, and also ascertain whether he would endeavor t«>

get into the Vallev towards Lexino-ton or Staunton.

MAKCIi DOWX THE VALLEY, AND OPEKATrONS
US' THE LOWER VALLEY AND MARYLAND.

At Lynchburg, 1 had received a telegram from General

liCe, directing me, after [disposing of Hunter, either to return

to his army or carry out the original plan, as I might deem
most expedient under the circumstances in which I found my-

self. After the pursuit had ceased, I received another dispatch

from him, submitting it to my judgment whether the condition

of my troops would permit the expedition across the Potomac
to be carried out, and I determined to take the responsibility

of continuing it. On the 23rd, the march was resumed and

we reached Buchanan that night, where Ave struck again the

route over which Hunter had advanced.* Ransom's cavalry

moved by Clifton Forge, through the western part of Rock-

bridge, to keep a lookout for Hunter and ascertain if he should

attempt to get into the Valley again.

* The scenes on Hunter's route from Lyuohburg had l)een truly heart-rendiug. Hous»;ti

hii<l been burned, and helpless women and children left without shelter. The country had
been stripped of provisions and many families left without a morsel to eat. Furniture and
bedding had been cut to pieces, and old men and women and children robbed of all the

clothing they had except that on their backs. Ladies trunks had been ritled and their

dresses torn to pieces in mere wantonness. Even the negro girls had lost their little finery.

We now ha<l renewed evidences of the outrages committed by Hunter's orders in burning

and plundering private houses. Wo saw the ruins of a number of houses to wliich the

u>rch hud been applied by his orders. At Lexington he had burned the Military Institute,

with all of its contents, including its library and scientific apparatus: and AVashington C'ol-

legi' had been plundered and the statue of Washington stolen. The residence of Ex-Gover-

nor Lttiber at that place had been Vmrned bj' orders, and but a few minutes given Mrs.

Letcher and her family to leave the house. In the same county a most excellent christian

gentleman, a Mr. Creigh, had been hung, because, i>n a former occasion, he iiad killed a

straggling and marauding Federal soldier while in the act of insulting and outraging tln'

ladies of his faniil.y. These are but some of the outrages committed by Hunter or his

orders, and I will not insult the memory of the ancient barbarians of the North by calling

tlM'in "acts of Vandalism." If those old barbarians were savage and crnel,they at least had
the manliness and daring of rude soldiers, with occasional traits of magnanimity. Hunter's

d(.'eds were those of a malignant and cowardly fanatic, who was lietter iiualitied to make war

upon lielpless women and children than upon armed soldiers. The time consumed in the

perpetration of those deeds, was the salvation of Lynchburg, with its stores, foundries, and

factories, which were so necessary to our army at Richmond.
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On tlie 26tli, I readied Stannton in advance of tlie troops,

and tlie latter came up next day, which was spent in reducing

transportation and getting provisions from Waynesboro, to

which point they had been sent over the railroad. Some of

the guns and a number of the horses belonging to the artillery

were now unfit for service, and the best of each were selected,

and about a battalion taken from Breckenridge's artillery,

under Lt. Col. King, to accompany us, in addition to the two

battalions brought with the 2nd Corps. The rest were left

behind with a portion of the officers and men in charge of

them. The dismounted cavalry had been permitted to send

for their horses which had been recruiting, and Col. Bradley

T. Johnson, who had joined me at this place with a battalion

of ^Maryland Cavalry, was assigned to the command of Jones'

brigade, with the temporary rank of Brigadier-General, that

brigade having been reorganized and the two Maryland bat-

talions attached t© it. General Breckenridge had accompanied

us from Lynchburg, and, to give him a command commensu-

rate with his proper one, and at the same time enable me to

control the' cavalry more readily, Gordon's divison of infantry

was assigned to his command in addition to the one under

Elzey, and Kansom, in charge of the cavalry, was ordered to

report to me directly. ^Major-General Elzey was relieved from

duty at his own request, and the division under him was left

under the temporary command of Brigadier-General Yaughan.

The official reports at this place showed about two thousand

mounted men for duty in the cavalry, which was composed of

four small brigades, to wit : Imboden's, McCausland's, Jack-

son's, and Jones' (now Johnson's). Yaughan's had not been

mounted but the horses had been sent for from South-western

Yirginia. The official reports of the infantry showed 10,000

muskets for duty, including Yaughan's dismounted cavalry.

Xearly, if not quite half of the company officers and men
were barefooted or nearly so, and a dispatch had been sent

from Salem by courier, and Lynchburg by telegraph, to Rich-

mond, requesting shoes to be sent to Staunton, but they had

not arrived.

Another telegram was received here from General Lee, stat-

G



50 MARCH DOWN THE VALLEY.

iiig that the circumstances under which my original order.s

were given had changed, and again submitting it to my judg-

ment, in the altered state of things, whether the movemeut
down the Valley and across the Potomac should be made.

The accession to my command from Breckenridge's forces had

not been as great as General Lee supposed it would be, (ju

account of the disorganization consequent on Jones' defeat at

Piedmont, aud the subset^uent rapid movement to Jiynchburg

from Rocklish Gap, but I determined to carry out the original

design at all hazards, and telegraphed to General Lee my pur-

pose to continue the movement.

The marcli was resumed ou the 28th witlL iive days' rations

in the waggons and two days in haversacks, empty waggons
being left to bring the shoes when they arrived, Imboden was

sent through Brock's Gap in the Great Xorth Mountain to the

\' alley of the South Branch of the Potomac, with his brigade

of cavahw and a battery of horse artillery, to destroy the rail-

road bridge over that stream and all the bridges on the Balti-

more and Ohio railroad from that point to Martinsburg. The
te.Iegra])h line was repaired to jSTew Market as we marched
down the Valley, and communications kept up with that point

by signal stations. On the 2nd of July we reached Winches-

re r,"-' and I here received a dispatch from General Lee, direct-

ing me to remain in the lower Valley until everything was in

readiness to cross the Potomac, and to destroy the Baltimore

and (3hio railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal as tin-

as possible. This was in accordance with my previous deter-

mination, and its j^olicy was ol)vious. My prc>visions were

nearly exhausted and if I had moved through Loudon, it would

have been necessary for me to halt and thresh wheat aud have

it «i:round, as neither bread nor tiour could be otherwise ob-

"Oii tllis cLay we passed through Tv'evvtovvn where several houses, ineluding that of a Metli-

fMlist rniiiisrer, h;icl fn-eu 'ourned by Hunter's orders, because a part of Mosby's command
ii.'id ;itt;n>]<.ed a traiu vi supplies for Sigel's force, at this phice. The origiual order was to

burn the whole town, but the oflicer sent to execute it had revolted at the cruel mandate of

hix suiierior. and another liad been sent who but partially executed it,atter having forced the

peopit- to take an oath of allegiance to tlie United States to save their houses. Mosbj''s h-.tt-

Talion, though called "guerillas" by the enemy, was a regular organization in the Confedi-

I ate Army, and was merely serving ou detached duty under General Lee's orders. Tiie attack

VII the train was an act of legitimate warfare, and the order to burn Newtown, and tlie burn-

ing of the houses inentioued were most wnntou, cruel, unjustifiable, and cowardly-
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.

tained ; which would have caused much greater delay than was

required ou the other route, wliere we could take provisions

from the enemy. Moreover unless the Baltimore and Ohio

railroad was torn up, the enemy would have been able to move
troops from the West over that road to Washington.

On the night of the 2nd, AlcCausland was sent across J^orth

Mountain, to move down Back Creek, and burn the railroad

bridge at its mouth, and then to move by North Mountain

depot to Hainesville, on the road from Martinsburg to AVil-

liamsport; and, early on the morning of the 3rd, Bradley

Johnson was sent by Smithfield and Leetown, to cross the rail-

road at Kearneysville, east of ]SIartinsburg, and unite with

McCausland at Hainesville, so as to cut off the retreat of Sigel,

who was at Martinsburg with a considerable force. Brecken-

ridge moved, on the same morning, direct for Martinsburg,

with his command preceded by Gilmor's battalion of cavalry,

while I moved, with Bodes' and Bamseur's divisions, over the

route taken by Johnson, to Leetown. On the approach of

Breckenridge, Sigel, after very slight skirmishing, evacuated

Martinsburg, leaving behind considerable stores, which fell

into our hands. McCausland burned the bridge over Back
Creek, captured the guard at Xortli Mountain depot, and suc-

ceeded in reaching Hainesville ; but Johnson encountered a

force at Leetown, under Mulligan, which, after hard fighting,

he drove across the railroad, when, Sigel, having united with

Mulligan, Johnson's command was forced back, just before

night, on Bodes' and Bamseur's divisions, which had arrived

at Leetown, after a march of twenty-four miles. B was too

late, and these divisions were too much exhausted, to go after

the enemy; and, during the night, Sigel retreated across the

Potomac, at Shepherdstown, to ^Larylaud Heiglits.

On the 4th, Shepherdstown was occupied by a part of Ban-

som's cavalry. Bodes' and Bamseur's divisions moved to

Harper's Ferry, and the enemy was driven from Bolivar

Heights, and the Village of Bolivar, to an inner line of works

under the cover of the guns from Maryland Heights. Breck-

enridge, after burning the railroad bridges at Martinsburg,

and across the Opequou, moved to Dntiield'a depot, five miles
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from Harper's Ferry, destroyiug the road as he moved. Dur-

ing the nig'ht of the 4th, the enemy evacuated Harper's Ferrv,

burning the raih'oad and pontoon bridges across the Potomac.

It was not possible to occupy the town of Harpers Ferry,

except with skirmishers, as it was thoroughly commanded by

the heavy guns on Maryland Heights; and the 5th was spent

by Rodes' and Ramseur's divisions in demonstrating at that

place. In the afternoon, Breckenridge's command crossed the

river at Shepherdstown, and Gordon's division was advanced

over the Antietam, towards Maryland Pleights. At night, con-

siderable stores, which had been abandoned at Harper's Ferry,

were secured; and, before day, liodes' and Ramseur's divisions

moved to Shepherdstown, and crossed the Potomac early on

the 6th, Lewis' brigade, of Ramseur's division, being left to

occupy Harper's Ferry with skirmishers.

On this day (the 6th) Gordon's division advanced towards

Marjdand Heights, and drove the enemy into his works.

Working parties were employed in destroying the aqueduct of

the canal over the Antietam, and the locks and canal boats.

On the 7th, Rodes moved through Rohersville, on the road

to Crampton's Gap in South Mountain, and skirmished with a

small force of the enemv, while Breckenrido-e demonstrated

against Maryland Heights, with Gordon's division, supported

by his other division, now under Brigadier-General Echols,

who had reported for duty.

While these operations were going on, McCausland had

occupied Hagerstown, and levied a contribution of $20,000,

and Boousboro' had been occupied by Johnson's cavalry. On
the 6th I received a letter from General Lee, by special courier,

informing me that, on the 12th, an effort would be made to

release the prisoners at Point Lookout, and directing me to

take steps to unite them with my command, if the attempt was

successful ; but I was not informed of the manner in which

the attempt would be made—General Lee stating that he was

not, himself, advised of the particulars.

My desire had been to manoeuvre the enemy out of Mary-
land Heights, so as to enable me to move directly from Har-
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per's Ferry for Washington ; l)ut he liad taken refuge in his

strongly-fortified works, and, as they could not be approached

without great difficulty, and an attempt to carry them by as-

sault would have resulted in greater loss than the advantage

to be gained would justify, I determined to move through

the gaps of South Mountain to the north of the Heights. On
the 7th, the greater portion of the cavalry was sent across the

mountain in the direction of Frederick; and, that night, the

expected shoes having arrived and been distributed, orders

were given for a general move next morning ; and an officer

(Lieut.-Col. Goodwin, of a Louisiana Regiment,) was ordered

back to Winchester, with a small guard, to collect the strag-

glers at that place, and prevent them from following.

Imboden had reached the railroad, at the South Branch of

the Potomac, and partially destroyed the bridge, but had not

succeeded in dislodging the guard from the block-house at that

place. He had been taken sick, and very little had been ac-

complished by the expedition ; and his brigade, now under

the command of Colonel George H. Smith, had returned.

Early on the morning of the 8th, the whole force moved

:

Rodes, through Crampton's Gap, to Jefferson ; Breckenridge,

through Fox's Gap ; and Ramseur, with the trains, through

Boonsboro' Gap, followed by Lewis' brigade, which had started

from Harper's Ferry the night before, after burning the trestle-

work on the railroad, and the stores which had not been

brought off. Breckenridge and Ramseur encamped near Mid-

dletown, and Rodes near Jefferson. Ransom had occupied

Catoctan Mountain, between Middletown and.Frederick, with

his cavalry, and had skirmished heavily with a body of the

enemy at the latter place. McCausland was ordered to move
to the right, in the afternoon, and the next day cut the tele-

graph and railroad between Maryland Heights and Washing-

ton and Baltimore—cross the Monocacy, and, if possible, oc-

cupy the railroad bridge over that stream, at the Junction near

Frederick.

Early on the 9th, Johnson with his brigade of cavalry, and a

battery of horse artillery, moved to the north of Frederick,
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with orders to strike the railroads from Baltimore to Harris-

burg and Philadelphia, burn the bridges over the Gunpowder,

also to cut the railroad between Washington and Baltimore,

and threaten the latter place; and then to move towards Point

Lookout for the purpose of releasing the prisoners, if we
should succeed in getting into "Washington, The other troops

also moved forward towards Monocacy Junction, and Ram-
seur's division passed through Frederick, driving a force of

skirmishers before it.

BATTLE OF MOIS^OCACY.

The enemy in considerable force under General Lew Wal-

lace, was found strongly posted on the eastern bank of the

Monocacy near the Junction, with an earthwork and two block

houses commanding both the railroad bridge and the bridge

on the Georgetown pike. Ramseur's division was deployed in

front of the enemy, after driving his skirmishers across the

river, and several batteries were put in position, when a sharp

artillery tire opened from both sides. Rodes' division had

come up from Jefferson and was placed on Ramseur's left, cov-

ering the roads from Baltimore and the crossings of the Mo-
nocacy above the Junction. Breckenridge's command, with

the trains, was in the rear between Frederick and the Junction,

while the residue of the cavalry was watching a force of the

enemy's cavalry w^hich had followed from Maryland Heights.

The enemy's position was too strong, and the difficulties of

crossing th« Monocacy under fire too great, to attack in front

without greater loss than I was willing to incur. I therefore

made an examination in person to find a point at which the

river could be crossed, so as to take the enemy in flank.

While I was engaged in making this examination to my right,

I discovered McCausland in the act of crossing the river with

his brigade. As soon as he crossed he dismounted his men,

and advanced rapidly against the enemy's left flank, which he
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threw into coufusiou, aud he came very near capturing a bat-

tery of artillery, but the enemy concentrated on liim, and he

was gradually forced back obstinately contesting the ground.

McCausland's movement which was very brilliantly executed,

solved the problem for me, and, as soon as I discovered it,

orders were sent to Breckenridge to move up rapidly with Gor-

don's division to McCausland's assistance, and to follow up his

attack. This division crossed at the same place, aud (xordon

was ordered to move forward and strike the enemy on liis left

tlank, and drive liim from the positions commanding the cross-

ings in Ramseur's front, so as to enable the latter to cross.

This movement was executed under the personal superinten-

dence of General Breckenridge, aud, while Eamseur skir-

mished with the enemy in front, the attack was made by Gor-

don in gallant style, and, with the aid of several pieces of

King's artillery which had been crossed over, and Nelson's

artillery from the opposite side, he threw the enemy into great

confusion and forced him from his position. Ramseur imme-
diately crossed on the railroad bridge and pursued the enemy's

flying forces, and Rodes crossed on the left and joined in the

pursuit. Echols' division which had been left to guard the

trains, was ordered up during the engagement, but was not

needed. The pursuit was soon discontinued, as Wallace's entire

force had taken the road towards Baltimore, and I did not

want prisoners. Wallace's force I estimated at 8,U00 or 10,000

men, and it was ascertained that one division of the 6th Corps

(Rickett's) from Grant's army, was in the tight. Between 600

and 700 unwounded prisoners fell into our hands, and the

enemy's loss in killed and wounded was very heavy. Our loss

in killed and wounded was about 700, and among them were

Brigadier-General Evans wounded, and Colonel Lamar of the

61st Georgia regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Tavener, of the

17th Virginia Cavalry, and I^iieutenant flobson, of Xelson's

artillery, killed. The action closed about sunset, and we had
marched about fourteen miles before it i-ommenced. All the

troops and trains were crossed over the Monocacy that night,

so as to resume the march early next day. Such of our

wounded as could not be moved in ambulances or otJierwise,
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were sent to the hospitals at Frederick under charge of com-

petent medical officers, and our dead were buried. During

the operations at Monocacy, a contribution of $200,000 in

money, was levied on the city of Frederick, and some needed

supplies were obtained.

OPERATIONS m FRONT OF WASHINGTON, AND
RECROSSING THE POTOMAC.

On the lOtli, the march was resumed at daylight, and we
bivouacked four miles from Rockville, on the Georgetown

pike, having marched twenty miles. Ramseur's division

which had remained behind for a short time to protect a work-

ing party engaged in destroying the railroad bridge, was de-

tained for a time in driving off the party of cavalry which had

been following from Maryland Heights, and did not get up

until one o'clock at night. McCausland, moving in front on

this day, drove a body of the enemy's cavalry before him, and

had quite a brisk engagement at Rockville, where he en-

camped after defeating and driving oif the enemy.

We moved at daylight on the 11th; McCausland moving on

the Georgetown pike, while the infantry, preceded by Im-

boden's cavalry under Colonel Smith, turned to the left at

Roclcvdle, so as to i-each the 7th street pike which runs by

Silver Spring into Washington. Jackson's cavalry moved on

the left flank. The previous day had been very warm, and

the roads were exceedingly dusty, as there had been no rain

for several weeks. The heat during the night had been very

oppressive, and but little rest had been obtained. This day

was an exceedingly hot one, and there was no air stirring.

While marching, the men were enveloped in a suftbcating

cloud of dust, and many of them fell by the way from exhaus-

tion. Our })rogress was therefore very much impeded, but I

pushed on as rapidly as possible, hoping to get into the fortifi-
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cutious arouiid Washington before they could be manned.

Smith drove a small body of cavalry before him into the works

on the 7th street pike, and dismounted his men and deployed

tliem as skirmishers. I rode ahead of the infantry, and arrived

in sight of Fort Stevens on this road a short time after noon,

when I discovered that the works were but feebly manned.

liodes, whose division was in front, was immediately ordered

ro ])ring it into line as rapidly as possible, throw out skirmish-

ers, and move into the works if he could. My whole column
was then moving hy Hank, Avhich was the only practicable

mode of marching on the road we were on, and before Rodes'

division could be brought up, we saw a cloud of dust in the

rear of the works towards "Washington, and soon a column of

the enemy filed into them on the right and left, and skirmish-

ers were thrown out in front, while an artillery fire was opened

on us from a number of batteries. This defeated our hopes of

getting possession of the works by surprise, and it became
necessary to reconnoitre.

Rodes' skirmishers were thrown to the front, driving those

of the enemy to the cover of the works, and we proceeded to

examine the fortifications in order to ascertain if it was prac-

ticable to carry them by assault. They were found to be ex-

ceedingly strong, and consisted of what appeared to be en-

closed forts for heavy artillery, with a tier of lower works in

front of each pierced for an immense number of guns, the

whole being connected by curtains with ditches in front, and

strengthened by palisades and abattis. The timber had been

felled within cannon rano-e all around and left on the i>:round,

making a formidable obstacle, and every possible approach

was raked by artillery. On the right was Kock Creek, run-

ning through a deep ravine which had been rendered impas-

sable by the felling of the timber on each side, and beyond
\ve]'e the works on the Georgetown pike whi<'h had been re-

[)orted to be the strongest of all. On the left, as far as the eye

<*ould reach, the works appeared to he of the same impregnable

character. The position was naturally strong for defence, ancl*

the examination showed, what might have been expected, that

every appliance of science and unlimited means had been used
H
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to render the fortifications around AYashington as strong as

possible. This reconnoissance consumed the balance of tlie

day.

The rapid marching which had broken down a number of

the men who were barefooted or weakened by previous expo-

sure, and had been left in the Valley and directed to be col-

lected at Winchester, and the losses in killed and wounded at

Harper's Ferry, Maryland Heights, and Monocacy, had re-

duced my infantry to about 8,000 muskets. Of those remain-

ing, a very large number were greatly exhausted by the last

two days marching, some having fallen by sunstroke, and I

^\as satisfied, when we arrived in front of the fortifications,

that not more than one-third of my force could have been

carried into action. I had about forty jjieces of field artillery,

of which the largest were 12 pounder Xapoleons, besides a few

pieces of horse artillery with the cavalry. McOausland re-

ported the works on the (Georgetown pike too strongly manned
lor him to assault. We could not move to the right or the

left without its being discovered from a signal station on tlie

to]» of the " Soldier's Home,'" which overlooked the (country,

and the enemy would have been enabled to move in his works

to meet us. Under the circumstances, to have rushed my men
blindly against the fortifications, without understanding the

state of things, would have l)een worse than folly. If we had

any friends in Washington, none of them came out to give us

information, and this satisfied me that the place was not un-

ihifencled. I knew that troops had ariived from Grant's army,

for prisoners had been captured from Kickett's division of the

titlj Corps at jMonocacy. From iSharpsburg I had sent a rues-

^^agc to Mosby, by one of his men, requesting him to cross the

IN»tomac below Harper's Ferry, cut the railroad and telegraph,

and endeavour to find out the condition of things in Washing-
ton, l)ut he had not crossed the river and 1 had received no in-

formation from him. X ncntlieni papei', which was obtained,

iiave tiie informatio'i that Hunter, after moving up the Ohio
Fiivei- in steamboats, was passing over tlie Baltimore and Ohio

railroad, and 1 knew that he would be at Harper's Ferry soon,

as Imboden had done very little damage to the road west of
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Martinsburg. After dark on the 11th, I held a consultation

with Major-Generals Breckenridge, Rodes, Gordon and liani-

seur, in which I stated to them the danger of remaining where

we were, and the necessity of doing something immediately,

as the probability was that the passes of the South Mountain

and the fords of the upper Potomac would soon he closed

against us. After interchanging views with them, being very

reluctant to abandon the project of capturing "Washington,

I determined to make an assault on the enemy's works at day-

light next morning, unless some information should be re-

ceived before that time showing its impractibility, and so

informed those officers. During the night a dispatch was re-

ceived from Gen. Bradley Johnson from near Baltimore, in-

forming me that he had received information, from a reliable

source, that two corps had arrived from Gen. Grant's army,

and that his whole army was probably in motion. This caused

me to delay the attack until I could examine the works again,

and, as soon a^j it was light enough to see, I rode to the front

and found the parapets lined with troops. I had, therefore,

reluctantly, to give up all hopes of capturing Washington,

after I had arrived in sight of the dome of the Capitol, and

given the Federal authorities a terrible fright.

Grant in his report says, in regard to the condition of things

when I moved towards Washington :
" The garrisons of Balti-

more and Washington were at this time made up of heavy

artillery regiments, hundred days men, and detachments from

the invalid corps.'" And, in regard to the force of Wallace :it

Monocacy, he says :
" His force was not sufficient to ensure

success, but he fought the enemy nevertheless, and although it

resulted in a defeat to our arms, yet it detained the enemy and

thereby served to enable Gen. Wright to reach Washington

with two divisions of the 6th Corps, and the advance of the

19th Coryis, before him."" Stanton says in his report :
'' Hert-

(at Washington) they (we) were met b3' troops from the Army
of the Potomac, consisting of the (ith Corps under General

Wright, a part of the 8th Corps under General Gilmore, and

a part of the 19th Corps, just arrived from Xew Orleans under

General Emory." Taking Grant's statement of the troop..
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wliicli liad arrived from liis army as the most reliable, they

were sufficient to liold the works against my troops, at least

until others could arrive. But, in addition to those which had

already arrived, there were the detachments from the invalid

corps, called, I believe, the " Veteran Reserves "' (of which I

was informed there were about 5,000), the heavy artillery regi-

ments, the hundred days' men,, and, 1 suppose, the part of the

8th Corps mentioned by Stanton. To all these may be added

the local troops, or militia, and the government employees.

Some of the northern papers stated that, between Saturday

and Monday, I could have entered the city ; but on Saturday

E was lighting at Monocaey, thirty-live miles from Washington,

a force which I could not leave in my rear ; and, after dispos-

ing of that force and moving as rapidly as it was possible for

me to move, I did not arrive in front of the fortifications until

after noon on Monday, and then my troops were exhausted,

and it required time to bring them up into line. I had then

made a march, over the circuitous route by Charlottesville,

Lynchburg, and Salem, down the Yalley, and through the

passes of the South Mountain, which, notwithstanding the

delays in dealing with Hunter's, Sigel's, and "Wallace's forces,

is, for its length and rapidity, I believe, ^vithout a parallel in

this or any other modern war—the unopposed marauding ex-

cursion of the freebooter Sherman through Georgia, not ex-

cepted. My small force had been thrown up to the very walls

of the Federal Capital, north of a river which could not be

tbrded at any point within 40 miles, and with a heavy force

and the South Mountain in my rear—the passes through which

mountain could ])e held by a small number (.)f troops. A
glance at the map, wlien it is recollected that the Potomac is a

wide river, and navigable to Washington for the largest vessels,

will cause the intelligent reader to wonder, not why I failed to

take Washington, but why I had the audacity to approach it

as T did, with the small force under my command. It was

supposed by some, who were not informed of the facts, that 1

delayed in the lower Valley longer than was necessary ; but,

an examination of the foregoing narrative will show that not

one moment was spent in idleness, but that every one was em-
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ployed ill making some urraugement, or removing some diffi-

culty in ni}' way, which it was necessary to make or remove,

so as to enable me to advance with a prospect of success. 1

could not move across the Potomac and through the passes of

the South Mountain,' with any safety, until Sigel was driven

from, or safely housed in, the fortifications at Maryland Heights.

After abandoning the idea of capturing Washington, I de-

termined to remain in front of the fortitications during the

12th, and retire at night, as I was satisfied that to remain longer

would cause the loss of my entire force.

Johnson had burned the bridges over the Gunpowder, on the

llarrisburg and Philadelphia roads, threatened Baltimore, and

started for Point Lookout, but I sent an order for him to re-

turn. The attempt to release the prisoners of which I was in-

formed by General Lee, was not made, as the enemy had

received notice of it in some way. Major Harry Gilmor, who
burned the bridge over the Gunpowder on the Philadelphia

road, captured Major-General Franklin on a train at that

point, but he was permitted to escape, either by the careless-

ness or exhaustion of the guard placed over him, before I was

informed of the capture.

On the afternoon of the 12th, a heavy reconnoiteriug force

was sent out by the enemy, which, after severe skirmishing,

was driven back by Eodes' division with but slight loss to us.

About dark we commenced retiring and did so without moles-

tation.'^ Passing through Rockville and Poolsville, we crossed

the Potomac at White's Pord, above Leesburg in Loudon

County, on the morning of the 14th, bringing off the prisoners

captured at Monocacy and everything else in safety. There

was some skirmishing in the rear between our cavalry and that

of the enemy which was following, and, on the afternoon of

*CTrant says: "On the l'2th, a reeonnoissanoe was thrown out in front of Port Stevens to

ascertain the enemy's position and fore?. A severe skirmish ensued, in which we lost 280

in killed and wounded. The enemy's loss was probably greater. He commenced retiring

•luring the night." In regard to the same affair, Stanton says :
" By these troops (Wright's,

(rihnore's, and Emory's) tlie enemy was driven back from Washmgton and retreated hastily

to Virginia, pursued by our forces under General Wriglit." Grant's statement is correct,

with the exception of the estimate he places on our loss. Comment on Stanton's is unnec-

cessary when it is compared with that of Grant.
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the 14tli, there was some artillery firing by the enemy, across

the river, at our cavalry which was watching the fords. Besides

the money levied in Hagerstown and Frederick, which was
subsequently very useful in obtaining supplies, we brought off

quite a large number of beef cattle, and the cavalry obtained a

number of horses, some being also procured for the artillery.*

RETURN TO THE VALLEY, AND OPERATIONS
THERE.

We rested, on the 14tli and 15th, near Leesburg, and, on

the morning of the 16th, resumed the march to the Vallej',

through Snicker's Gap in the Blue Ridge. Hunter had arrived

at Harper's Ferry, and united with Sigel, and the whole force

had moved from that place, under Crook, to Hillsboro', in Lou-

don, and a body of cavalrv from it made a dash on our train,

as we were moving towards the Valley, and succeeded in setting-

lire to a few waggons, but was soon driven ofi' by troops from

Rodes' and Ramseur's divisions, and one piece of artillery was

captured from the enemy.

* On the night of the 12th, the house of Postmaster-General Blair near Silver Spring w.n s

burned, and it was assumed by the enemy that it was burned by my orders. The fact is.

that I had nothing to do with it, and do not j^et know how the burning occurred. Though I

believed that retaliation was fully justified by the previous acts of the enemy, yet I did not

wish to incur the risk of any license on the part of my troops, and it was obviously impolitic

to set the house on fire when we were retiring, as it amounted to notice of our movement.
Some of my officers thouglit the burning was done by some person in the neighborhood,

who took advantage of our presence to commit the act with impunity. It may have been

occasioned by a shell from the enemy's guns, some of which went in that direction late in

the day, or it may have been the act of some of my men; and a number of them had abund-

ant provocation for the act, in the sight of their own devastated homes as they marclied

down the Valley on Hunter'.s track. In retaliation for the burning of this house, two Fede-

ral gunboats with a body of soldiers on board were sent up the Rappahannock Kiver, on

which there was not a Confederate soldier, to burn the house of the widow of the brother of

the Hon. James A. Seddon, the Confederate Secretary of AVar, and she and her little children

were turned oitt of doors, and the house with all its contents consigned to the flames. A
card was lelt, signed by Butler or his order, stating that the iiouse was burned in retaliation

f(n- the burning of the Hon. Montgomery Blair's house. This retaliation upon a widowed
lady and lier orphan children, by a combined military and naval expedition, was worthy of

the agent selected, and the cause in which he was engaged. But, though it was very con-

genial to his nature, I do not regard Butler as alone responsible for this act. The odium of

it should attach to liis superiors Lincoln and Grant, he being the favorite of the former, and

the subordinate of the latter, and at that time, serving under his immediate orders.
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On the morniug of the 17tli, we crossed the Shenandoah, at

Snicker's or Castleman's Ferry, and took position near Beriy-

ville—Breckenridge covering the ford at the ferry, and the

river above and below, and liodeci' and Ramseur's divisions

the roads from Harper's Ferry.

On the 18th, the enemy, having moved through Snicker's

Gap, appeared on the banks of the Shenandoah, and there was

some skirmishing. In the afternoon, a heavy cokimn of his

infantry made a dash at Farker's Ford, one mile Ijelow the

ferry, and crossed over, after driving back the picket oi' one

hundred men at that point. Breckenridge moved Gordon's

and Echols' divisions to the front, and held the enemy in check,

Avhile Rodes' division was brought up from the left, and at-

tacked and drove him across the river, with heavy loss, and in

great confusion.

On the 19th, the enemy's main body still occupied the east-

ern bank of the Slienandoah, and smaller columns moved U]>

and down the river, to efiect a crossing. Imboden, with his

own and McCausland's cavalry, resisted and repulsed one of

these columns, which attempted to cross at Berry's Ferry, with

considerable loss to the enemy. The horses of Vaughan's

cavalry having been brought from South-western Virginia, his

small force had been now mounted. On this day I received

information that a column under Averill was moving from

Martinsburg towards Winchester, and, as tlie position I held

near Berryville left my trains exposed to expeditions in the

rear from Martinsburg and Harper's Ferry, I determined to

concentrate my force near Strasburg, so as to enable me to put

the trains in safety, and then move out and attack the enemy.

This movement wa« commenced on the night of the 19th ;

Ramseur's division, with a battery of artillery, being sent to

Winchester, to cover that place against Averill, while the stores,

and the sick and wounded were being removed, and the other

divisions moving through Millwood and White E^ost to the

Yalley Pike at ISTewtown and Middletown.

Vaughan's and Jackson's cavalry had been watching Averill,

and, on the afternoon of the 20th, it was reported to General
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liamseur, by General Vaugiiau, that Averill was at Steplieu-

soii's depot, with aii inferior force, which could be captured,

and Kamseur moved out from Winchester to attack him ; but,

relying on the accuracy of the information he had received,

General Eaniseur did not take the proper precautions in ad-

vancing, and his division, while moving by the flank, was sud-

denly met by a larger force, under Averill, advancing in line

of battle, and the result was that Ramseur's force was thrown

into confusion, and compelled to retire, with the loss of four

pieces of artillery, and a number in killed and wounded

—

Brigadier-Generals Lewis and Lilly being among the wounded,

and Col. Board, of the 58th Virginia Regiment, among the

killed. Colonel Jackson made a vigorous charge Avitli his

cavalry, which enabled Ramseurto rally his men, restore order,

and arrest the progress of Averill before he reached "Winches-

ter. The error committed, on this occasion, by this most gal-

lant oflicer, was nobly retrieved in the subsequent part of tlie

campaign. I received, at ]!:Tewtown, the news of Ramseur's

misfortune, and immediately moved to his assistance with

Rodes' division ; but, on arriving at Winchester, I found that the

enemy, after being checked, had fallen back a short distance;

and, as another and much larger column was moving through

Derryville, I did not go after Averill, but moved the whole

command to Xewtown—the stores, and such of the wounded

and sick as could be tran.-iported, havinij been gotten off.

On the 21st, my whole infantry force was concentrated near

Middletown : and, on the 22ndj it was moved across Cedar

Creek, towards Strasburg, and so posted as to cover all tlie

i-oads from the direction of Winchester.

A report having been sent to me from ]\lt. Jackson, that a

force of the enemy was moving from the Wiley of the tSouth

lU-anch of the Potomac to that place, Imboden was sent to

ascertain its truth, and it proved to be false. We rested on

the 2ord, while waiting to ascertain the movements of the

enemy, and during the day a report Mas received from the

cavalry in front, that a large portion of the force sent after us

from AVashiugton, was returning, and that Crook and Averill

had united, and were at Kernstown, near Winchester.
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On the reception of the foregoing information, I determined

to attack the enemy at once ; and, early on the morning of the

24th, my whole force was put in motion foi- Winchester. Th<'

enemy, under Crook, consisting of the " Army of West Vir-

ginia," and including Hunter's and Sigel's forces, and Averill's

cavalry, was found in position at Xernstown, on the same
ground occupied by Shields, at the time of General Jackson's

tight with him, on tlie 23rd of March, 1862. Ramseur's divi-

sion was sent to the left, at Bartonsville, to get around the

enemy's right flank, while the other divisions moved along thp.

Valley Pike, and formed on each side of it. Ransom's cavalry

was ordered to move in two columns; one on the riffht alontr

the road from Front Royal to Winchester ; and the other on

the left, and west of Winchester, so as to unite in rear of the

latter place, and cut ofl:' the enemy's retreat. After the ene-

my's skirmishers were driven in, it was discovered that his

left flank, extending through Kernstown, was exposed, and

General Breckenridge was ordered to move Echols' division,

now under Brig.-Gen. Wharton, under cover of some ravines

on our right, and attack that flank. This movement, whicli

was made under Gen. Breckenridge's personal superinten-

dence, was handsomely executed, and the attacking division

struck the enemy's left flank in open ground, doubling it up
and throwing his whole line into great confusion. The other

divisions then advanced, and the rout of the enemy became
complete. He was pursued, by the infantry and artillery,

through and beyond Winchester; and the pursuit was con-

tinued by Rodes' division to Stephenson's depot, six miles from
Winchester—this division then having nuirched twenty-t»even

miles from its position west of Strasburg. The cavalrv liml

not been moved according to my orders ; and the enemy, hav-

ing the advantage of an open country and a wide macadamized
road, was enabled to make his escape with his artillery and
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most of his waggons. General Ransom had ])een in very had

liealtli since he reported to me at Lynchbnrg, and nnahle to

take the active command in the jfield; and all my operations

had heen impeded for the M^ant of an efficient and energetic

cavalry commander. I think, if I had had one on this occa-

sion, the greater part of the enemy's force would have been

captured or destroyed, for the rout was thorough. Our loss,

in this action, was very light. The enemy's loss in killed and

wounded was severe, and two or three hundred prisoners fell

into our hands; and, among them. Colonel ^Mulligan, in com-

mand of a division, mortally wounded. The infantry was too

much exhausted to continue the pursuit on the 25th, and only

moved to Bunker Hill, twelve miles from Winchester. The

pursuit was continued by our cavalry, and the enemy's rear

guard of cavalry was encountered at Martinsburg ; but, after

slight skirmishing, it evacuated the place. The whole de-

feated force crossefl the Potomac, and took refuge at Maryland

Heights and Harper's Ferry. The road from Winchester, via

Martinsburg, to AVilliamsport, was strewed with debris of the

rapid retreat—twelve caissons and seventy-two waggons hav-

ing been abandoned, and most of them burned.*

KXPEDITIOX IXTO MARYLAXJ) AXD PEXXSYL-
\^VXIA—BURXIXG OF CHAMBERISBURG.

(.)n the 26th we moved to Martinsbursi;, the cavalrv o-oiiio- to

the Potomac. The 27th and 28th were employed in destroy-

ing the railroad, it having been re})aired since we passed over

it at the beginning of tlie month. While at Martinsburg, it

was ascertained, beyond all doul)t, that Hunter had been again

indulging in his favourite mode of warfare, and that, after his

^••runi. in lii^ report, cntiivly iKnorrs tliis biittle, in wliirli the eiioniy's forces were supe-

rior to mine, timl merely say;- : -'About the liotli it beeiniie eviileut tliat tlie enemy was agniu

K'lvuneing upon Murylanil and Teiuisylvania, and tlie Otli corps, vOiieh was at Wasliiiigtoii.

was ordt'r«d baek lo tlio vicinity of Harpers Ferry."
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return to the Valley, while we were near Washington, among-

other outrages, the private residences of Mr. Andrew Hunter,

a member of the Virginia Senate, Mr. Alexander li, BoteJer,

an ex-member of the Confederate Congress, as well as of the

United States Congress, and Edmund I. Lee, a distant relative

of General Lee, all in Jefterson County, with their contents,

had been burned by his orders, only time enough being given

for the ladies to get out of the houses. A number of towns

in the South, as well as private country houses, had been

burned by the Federal troops, and the accounts had been her-

alded forth in some of the Northern papers in terms of exul-

tation, and gloated over by their readers, while they were re-

ceived with apathy by others. I now came to the conclusion

that we had stood this mode of wai'fare long enough, and that

it was time to open the eyes of the people of the Xorth to its

enormity, by an example in the way of retaliation. I did not

select the cases mentioned, as having more merit or greater

claims for retaliation than others, but because they had occiu--

red within the limits of the country covered by ray command,
and were brought more immediate!}' to my attention.*

The town of Chambersburg in Pennsylvania was selected as

the one on which retaliation should be made, and McCausland

was ordered to proceed with his brigade and that of Johnson

and a battery of artillery to that place, and demand of the

municipal authorities the sum of $100,000 in gold, or §500,000

in United States currency, as a compensation for the destruc-

tion of the houses named and their contents ; and, in default

of payment, to lay the town in ashes, in retaliation for the

'' I had olten seen delicate ladies, who had been iiliindered, insulted and rendered deso-

late hy the acts of our most atrocious enemies, and while they did not call for it, yet in the

anguished expressions of their features while narrating their misfortunes, there was a mun-
appeal to every manly sentiment ofmy bosom for retribution which I could no longer with-

stand. On my passage througli the lower Valley into 3Iaryland, a lady had said to me, with

tears in her eyes, "Our lot is a hard one and we see no peace ; but there are a few green
spots in our lives, and they are, when the Confederate soldiers come along and we can do

something for them."' May God defend and bless those noble women of tlie Valley, who so

often miiiistered to the wounded, sick au<l dying Confederate soldiers, and gave their last

morsel of bread to the hungry! They bore with heroic courage the privations, suiferings,

persecutions and dangers, to which the war which was constantly waged in their midst ex-

posed them, and upon no portion of the Southern people did the disasters whicli finally be-

fell our army and country, fidl with more crushing effect than upon them.
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burning of those houses and others in Virginia, as well as for

the towns which had been burned in other Southern States.

A written demand to that eftect was sent to the municipal

authorities, and they were informed what would be the result

of a failure or refusal to comply with it. I desired to give the

people of Chambersburg an opportunity of saving their town,

by making comj)ensation for part of the injury done, and

hoped that the payment of such a sum would have the desired

efiect, and open the eyes of the people of other towns at the

^JSTorth, to the necessity of urging upon their government the

adoption of a ditferent policy. McCausland was also directed

to proceed from Chambersburg towards Cumberland in Mary-

land, and lev}' contril)utions in money upon that and other

towns able to bear them, and if possible destroy the machinery

ut the coal pits near C'umberland, and the machine shops, de-

pots, and bridges on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad as far as

})racticable.

On the 29th, McCausland crossed the Potomac near Clear

Spring, above Williamsport, and I moved with Rodes' and

liamseur's divisions and Vaughan's cavalry to the latter place,

while Imboden demonstrated with his and Jackson's cavalry

towards Harper's Ferry, in order to withdraw attention from

McCausland. Breckenridge remained at Martinsburg and

continued the destruction of the railroad. Vauo-han drove a

force of cavalry from Williamsport, and went into Hagerstown,

where he captured and destroyed a train of cars loaded with

supplies. Oue of liodes' brigades was crossed over at Wil-

liamsport and subsequently withdrawn. On the 30th, Mc-

Causland being well under way, I moved back to Martinsburg,

and on the olst the whole infantry force was moved to Bunker
Hill, where we remained on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd of August.

On the 4th, in order to enable McCausland to retire from

Pennsylvania and Maryland, and to keep Hunter, who had

been reinforced by the 6th and lUth Corps, and had been oscil-

lating between Harper's Ferry and Monocacy Junction, in a

state of uncertivnty, I again moved to the Potomac ^vith the

infantiy and A'aughan's and Jackson's cavalry, while Imboden
demonstrated towards Harper's Ferry. On the 5th Rodes' and
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liamseur's divisions crossed at Williamsport and took position

near St. James' College, and Vaughan's cavalry went into

Hagerstown. Breckenridge, with his command, and Jackson's

cavalry, crossed at Shepherdstown, and took position at Sharps-

burg. This position is in full view from Maryland Heights,

and a cavalry force was sent out by the enemy to reconnoitre,

which, after skirmishing with .Jackson's cavalry, was driven

otf by the sharpshooters of Gordon's division. On the 6th,

the whole force recrossed the Potomac at Williamsport, and

moved towards Martinsburg ; and on the 7th we returned to

Bunker Hill.*

* While at Sharpsburg on this oeeasion, 1 rode over the ground on which the battle of

Shiirpsburg, or Antietam as it is called by the enemy, was fought, and I was surprised to see

how few traces remaine(l»of that great battle. In the woods at the famous Dunkard or

Tunker Church, where, from personal observation at the battle, I expected to find the trees

terribly broken and shattered, a stranger would find difficulty in identifying the marks of

the bullets and shells.

I will take occasion here to say that the public, Xorth or South, has never known how
small was the force with which General Lee fought that battle. McClellan's estimate is very

wide of the mark. From personal observation and conversation with other officers engaged,

including Gen. Lee himself, I am satisfied that the latter was not able to carry 30,000 men
into action. The exhaustion of our men in the battles around Richmond, the subsequent bat-

tles near Manassas, and on the march to Maryland, when they were for days without anything

to eat except green corn, was so great that the straggling was frightful before we crossed the

Potomac. As an instance of our weakness, and a reminiscence worthy ot being recorded,

which was brought very forcibly to ray mind while riding over the groimd, I will state the

following facts : In the early part of the day, all of Gen. Jackson's troops on the field except

iny brigade (A. P. Hil! had not then arrived from Harper's Ferry) were driven from the field

in great disorder, and Hood had taken their place with his division. 3Iy brigade, which
was on the extreme left supporting some artillery with which Stuart was operating, and had

not been engaged, was sent for by General Jackson and posted in the left of the woods at

the Dunkard Church. Hood was also forced back, and then the enemy advanced to this

woods—Sumner's Corps, which was fresh, advancing on our left flank. My brigade, then

numbering about IdJO men for duty, with two or three hundred men of Jackson's own di-

vision, who had been rallied by Colonels Grigsby and Stafford, and when there was an inter-

val of at least one hall a mile between us and any other part of our line, held Sumner's

corps in check for some time, until Green's division of Mansfield's Corps penetrated into

the interval in the woods between us and the rest of our line, when I was compelled to move
by the flank and attack it. That division was driven out of the woods by my brigade, while

Grigsby and Stafl'ord skirmished with Sumner's advancing force, when we turned on it, and,

with the aid of three brigades—to wit : .\nderson's, Semmes', and Barksdale's—which had
just arrived to our assistance, drove it from the woods in great confusion and with heavy

loss. So great was the disparity in the forces at this point that the wounded officers who
were captured wore greatly mortified, and commenced making excuses by stating that the

troops in their front were raw troops, wlio stampeded and produced confusion in their

ranks. McClellan, in his report, saj's that Sumner's corps and Green's division encoun-

tered, in this woods, "overwhelming numbers behind breastworks," and he assigns the

heavy losses and consequent demoralization in Sumner's Corps as one of the reasons for

not renewing the fight on the 18th. We had no breastworks nor anything like them in that

woods on the 17th, ami, on our part, it was a stand-up fight there altogether. The slight

breastworks subsequently seen by McClellan were made on the 18th, when we were expect-

ing a renewal of the battle.
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Ou the oOtli of July McCauslaiid reached Ohambersburg,

aud made the demand as directed, reading to such of the au-

thorities as presented themselves the paper sent by me. The
demand was not complied with, the people statjng that they

were not afraid of having their town burned, and that a Fede-

ral force was approaching. The policy pursued by our army
on former occasions had been so lenient, that they did not sup-

pose the threat was in earnest this time, and they hoped for

speedy relief. McCausland, however, proceeded to carry out

his orders, and the greater part of the town was laid in ashes.
"^

He then moved in the direction of Cumberland, but, on ap-

proaching that town, he found it defended by a force under

Kelly too strong for him to attack, and he withdrew toAvards

Hampshire County in Virginia, and crossed the Potomac near

the mouth of the South Branch, capturing the garrison at that

place and partially destroying the railroad bridge. He then

invested the post on the railroad at jS^ew Creek, but finding it

too strongl}- fortified to take by assault, he moved to Moore-

tield in Hardy County, near Avhich place he halted to rest and

recruit his men and horses, as the command was now consid-

ered safe from pursuit. Averill, however, had been pursuing

from Chambersburg with a body of cavalry, and Johnson's

brigade was surprised in camp, before day, on the morning of

the 7th of August, and routed by Averill's force. This re-

sulted also in the rout of McCausland's brigade, and the loss

of the artillery (4 pieces) and about 300 prisoners from the

whole command. The balance of the command made its way
to Mount Jackson in great disorder, and much weakened.

This affair had a very damaging effect upon my cavalry for the

rest of the campaign, f

* For this act I, alone, am responsible, as the oflSeers engaged in it were simply executiiii:

my orders, and had no discretion left them. Kotwithstanding the lapse of time which has

occurred, and the result of the war, I am perfectly satisfied with my conduct on this occa-

sion, and see no reason to regret it.

t Grant says, in reference to this expedition under McCausland :
" They were met and de-

feated by General Kelly ; and, with diminished numbers, escaped into the mountains of

West Virginia ;" and he makes no allusion whatever to Averill's affair. There was no de-

ft\at by Kelly, but there was one by Averill, as I have stated. This shows how loose Grant is

as to his facts. So far as wo were concerned, the defeat by Averill was worse than it could

have been by Kelly.



IIETREAT TO FlSHER'tt HILL, AND 8UBSE(H^KXT
OPERATTON8, UXTIL THE BATTLE OF

AVIXCIIESTER.

On the 9tli, Imboden reported that a large t'oi'ce liad been

concentrated at Harper's Ferrv, consisting of the (Jth, 19t}i,

and Crook's Corps, under a new commander, and that it was

moving towards Berryville, to our right. The new comman-
der proved to l)e Major-General Sheridan, from Grant's army.

On the 10th, we moved from Bunker Hill to the east of AVin-

chester, to cover the roads from Charlestown and Berryville to

that place ; and Ramseur's division was moved to Winchester,

to cover that place against a force reported to be advancing

from the west ; but, this report proving untrue, it was sub-

sequently moved to the junction of the Millwood and Front

Royal roads. On the morning of the 11th, it was discovered

that the enemy was moving to our right, ou the east of the

Opequon, and my troops, which had been formed in line of

battle covering AVinchester, were moved to the right, towards

Xewtown, keeping between the enemy and the Valley Pike.

Ramseur had a brisk skirmish with a body of the enemy's

cavalry on the Millwood Road, and drove it back. Imboden's

and A'"aughan's brigades had a severe tight with another bod^'

of cavalry at the double toll-gate, at the intersection of the

Front Royal road with the road from AVhite Post to Newtown

;

and it was discovered that there had been a considerable acces-

sion to that arm from Grant's army. Just before night, Gor-

don had heavy skirmishing Jiear Xcwtown, with a large force

of cavalry, which advanced on the road from the double toll-

gate, and drove it off. We encamped near Newtown ; and, on

the morning of the 12th, moved to Hupp's Hill, between Stras-

l)urg and Cedar Creek. Finding that the enemy was advanc-

ing in much heavier force than I had yet encountered, I de-

termined to take position at Fisher's Hill, above Strasburg,
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and await his attack there. Imboden, with his brigade, was

sent to Luray Valley, to watch that route ; and, in the after-

noon, we moved to Fisher's Hill. I had received information

ji few days before, from General Lee, that General Anderson

had moved with Kersliaw's division of infantry and Fitz Lee's

division of cavalry to Culpeper C. H. ; and I sent a dispatch

to Anderson, informing him of the state of things, and re-

questing him to move to Front Koyal, so as to guard the Luray

Valley.'

Sheridan's advance appeared on the banks of Cedar Creek,

on the 12th, and there was some skirmishing with it. My
troops were posted at Fisher's Hill, with the right resting on

the N^orth Fork of the Shenandoali, and the left extending to-

wards Little North Mountain ; and we awaited the advance of

the enemy. General Anderson moved to Front Koyal, in com-

pliance with my request, and took position to prevent an ad-

vance of tlie enemy on that route. Shortly after I took posi-

tion at Fisher's Hill, Major-General Lomax reported to me to

relieve Ransom, in command of the cavalry, and McCJausland

and Johnson joined us with the remnants of their brigades.

Sheridan demonstrated at Hupp's Hill, within our view, for

several days, and some severe skirmishing ensued.

Upon taking position at Fisher's Hill, I had established a

signal -station on the end of Three Top Mountain, a branch of

Massanutten ]S[ouTitain, near Strasburg, which overlooked both

camps and enabled me to communicate readily with General

Anderson, in the Luray A'alley. A small force from Sheri-

dan's army ascended the mountain and drove oft' our signal-

men, and possession was taken of the station by the enemy,

who was in turn driven away; when several small but severe

tights ensued over the station, possession of it being iinally

gained and held by a force of one hundred men under Cap-

tain Keller of Gordon's division.

On the morning of the 17th, it was discovered that the ene-

my was falling back, and I immediately moved forward in

pursuit, requesting General Anderson, by signal, to cross the

river at Front lioyal, and move towai-ds Winchester. Just
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before night, the enemy's cavah-y and a body of infantry,

reported to be a division, was encountered between Kernstown
and Winchester, and driven through the latter place, after a

sharp engagement, in which Wharton's division moved to tlic

left, and attacked the enemy's infantry, and drove it from a

strong position on Bower's Hill, south of Winchester, while

Ramseur engaged it in front, and Gordon advanced against the

cavalry oji the right/''

On the 18th we took position to cover Wiuchester, and Gen.
Anderson came up with Kershaw's division of infantry, Cut-

shaAv's battalion of Artillery, and two l)rigades of cavalrv

under Fitz Lee. General Anderson ranked me, but he
declined to take command, and offered to co-operate in an\'

movement I might suggest. We had now discovered that Toi'-

bert's and Wilson's divisions of cavalry from Grant's army, had
joined Sheridan's force, and that the latter was very large.

On the 19th, my main force moved to Bunker Hill and
Lomax's cavalry made reconnoissances to Martinsburt'- and
Shepherdstown, while Anderson's whole force remained near
Winchester.

On the 20tli, our cavalry had some skirmishing Avith the

enemy's on the Opequon, and on the 21st, by concert, there

* When Hunter was relieved I had hoped that an end was put to Iiis mode of warfare but
I had now to learn how the new commander proposed to carry on the war in behalf of "

tli*'

1 >ost government the world ever saw," (so called). Sheridan had commenced burning barns,
mills and stacks of small grain and hay, and the whole country was smoking. Among nian\-

others, the barn of a respectable farmer near Xewtowu, whose name was Chrisnian, hadbeeii
burned \\ ithin a few steps of his house, and the latter saved ^^ ith great difficulty, notwitii-

standiug the fact that ?Ir. Chrisman had received from General Torbert, in command of tlu'

Federal cavalry, a written protection stating that f(jr some weeks lit- had tidcen care of and
^bovied great kindness to, a badly wounded Federal soldier. In passing through Middlc-
lown, I was informed that one of my soldiers had lieen tried and hung as u spy. The grave
at the foot of the gallows was opened, and the bndy was rcccigni/.ed by his brother and the
otlicers of his company as a private of tlic .'.4tli Xoith Carolina regiment. This man had
been found by the enemy iu Middleiown, in attendance on a Confederate soldier whose Ick
was amputated, and he had claimed to be a citizen, but a paper was found on his person
-riowiug tliat he had been f(n-merly detailed as a niu'se in the hospital. On this state of

facts lie was luing as a spy. He was not employed m any such cap:icity, and he was so illit-

rrute. iKit being able to read or write, that his apiiearance and e\ iilent want of intellio-enc

prciluderl the idea of his being so employed. T would have rehiliated at once by hani;ina: a

commissioned otiicer, but the enquiry which I made furnislied some reason for believiu"
rbat the man had remained behind, and endeavored to pass for a citizen to avoid service in

our army; and I did not therefore wish to risk the lives of my officers and men who were in

the enemy's hands, liy making his a case for retaliation. His execution by the enemy, hoM-
cvor, was none the loss wanton and barbarous.
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was a general movement towards Harper's Ferry—my com-

mand moving through Smithfield towards Charlestown, and

Anderson's on the direct road by Smumit Point. A body of

the enemy's cavahy was driven from the Opeqiion, and was

pursued by part of our eavah-y towards Summit Point. I en-

countered Sheridan's main force near Cameron's depot, about

three miles from Charlestown, in a position which he com-

menced fortifying at once. Kodes' and Ramseurs divisions

were advanced to the front, and very heavy skirmishing en-

sued and was continued until night, but I waited for General

.Vnderson to arrive before making a general attack. He
encountered Wilson's division of cavalry at Summit Point, an.d,

after driving it off, went into camp at that place. At light

next morning, it was discovered that the enemy had retired

during the night, and liis rear guard of cavalry was driven

through Charlestown towards Hall-town, where Sheridan had

taken a strong position under the protection of the heavy guns

on Maryland Heights. I demonstrated on the enemy's front

on the 22nd, 23rd, and 24th, and there was some skirmishing.

General Anderson then consented to take my position in front

of Charlestown and amuse the enemy with Kershaw's division

of infantry, supported by McCausland's brigade of cavalry on

the left and a regiment of Fitz Lee's cavalry on the right,

while I moved with my intantry and artillery to Shepherds-

town, and Fitz Lee with the rest of the cavalry to ^V'illianis-

port, as if to cross into ]\Liryland, in order to keep up the fear

of an invasion of Maryland and Pennsylvania.

On the 25th Fitz Lee started by the Avay of Leeto^^n and

Martinsburg to Williamsport, and I moved through Leetown
and crossed the railroad at Kearneysville to Shepherdstown.

After Fitz Lee had passed on, I encountered a very large force

of the enemy's caA^alry between LeetoAvn and Kearneysville,

which Avas moving out with several days forage and rations for

a raid in our rear. After a sharp engagement with small arms
and artillery, this force was driven back through Shepherds-

town, where we came very near surrounding and capturing a

considerable portion of it, but it succeeded in making its

escape across the I*otomac. Gordon's division, which was
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moved around to intercept the enemy, became lieavily engaged,

and cut off the retreat of part of his force by one road, Init it

made its way down the river to the ford l)y another and thus

escaped. In this affair, a valuable officer, Colonel Monaghan
of the 6th Louisiana Regiment, was killed. Pitz Lee reached

Williamsport, and had some skirmishing across the ri\'er at

that place, and then moved to Shepherdstown.

On the 26th I moved to Leetowu, and on the 27th I moved
back to Bunker Hill; while Anderson who had confronted

Sheridan, during the two days of my absence, with but a di-

vision of infantry and a Ijrigade and a regiment of cavah'y,

moved to Stephenson's Depot.

( )n the 28th, our cavalry, which had been left holding a line

from Charlestown to Shepherdstown, was compelled to retire

across the Opequon, after having had a brisk engagement with

the enemy's cavalry at Smithfield. On the 29th, the enemy's

cavalry crossed the Opequon near Smithtield, driving in our

cavalry pickets, when I advanced to the front with a part of

my infantry, and drove the enemy across the stream again, and

after a very sharp artillery duel, a portion of my command was

crossed over and pursued the enem}- through Smithtield towards

Charlestown. AVe then retired, leaving a comimand of cavalry

at Smithtield, but it was compelled to recross the Opequon, on

the advance of a heavy force from the direction of Charlestown.

Quiet prevailed on the 80th, but on the 31st there were some
demonstrations of cavalry by the enemy on the Opequon,

which were met by ours. On this da}^, {31st), Anderson moved
to "Winchester, and Rodes with his division went to Martins-

burg on a reconnoissance, drove a force of the enemy's cavalry

from that place, interrupted the preparations for repairing the

railroad, and then returned.

There was quiet on the 1st of September, but, on the 2nd, 1

broke up my camp at Bunker Hill, and moved with three

divisions of infantry and part of McCausland's cavalry under

Col. Ferguson, across the country towards Summit Point, on a

reconnoissance, while the trains under the protection of Rodes'

division were moved to Stephenson's depot. After I had
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crossed the Opequoii and was movin:^:; towards Summit Point,

Averill's cavalry attacked and drove back in some confusion,

lirst Yaughan's, and then Johnson's cavahy, whicli were on

the Martinshurg road, and the Dpef[uon, but Rodes returned

towards Bunker Hill and drove the enemy back in turn. This

affair arrested my inarch, and T recrossed the Opequon and

moved to Stephenson's depot, where I established my camp.

On the 3d Kodes moved to ]^unker Hill in support of Lo-

max's cavalry, and drove the enemy's cavalry from and be-

yond that place.

A letter had been received from General Lee requesting

that Iversliaw's division should be returned to him, as he was

very much in need of troops, and, after consultation with me.

General Anderson determined to recross the Blue Eidge with

that division and Fitz Lee's cavalry. On the 3rd he moved
towards Berryville for the purpose of crossing the mountain

at Ashby's Gap, and I was to have moved towards Charles-

town next day, to occupy the enemy's attention during An-

derson's movement. Sheridan, however, had started two cli-

\'i8ions of cavalry through Berryville and White Post, on a

raid to our rear, and his main force had moved towards Ber-

ryville. Anderson encountered Crook's corps at the latter

[ilace, and, after a sharp engagement, drove it back on the

main body, lleceiving information of this affair, I moved at

daylight next morning, with three divisions, to Anderson's as-

sistance, Gordon's division being left to (/over Winchester. 1

found Kershaw's division extended out in a strong skirmish

line confronting Sheridan's main force, whicli had taken posi-

tion in rear of Berryville, across the road from Charlestown to

tliat place, and was busily fortifying, while the cavalry force

Avhich had started on the raid was returning and passing be-

tween Berryville and the river to Sheridan's rear. As may be

supposed, Anderson's position was one of great peril, if the en-

emy had possessed any enterprise, and it presented the appear-

ance of the most extreme audacity for him thus to confront a

force so vastly superior to his own, while, too, his trains were

at the mercy of the enemy's cavalry, had the latter known it.

Placing one of my divisions in line on Kershaw's left, I moved
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with tlie other two along the enemy's front towards his right,

for the purpose of reconnoitring and attacking that flank, if a

Huitable opportunity ofiered. After moving in this way for

two miles, I reached an elevated position from which the ene-

my's line was visible, and within artillery range of it. I at

first thought that I had reached his right flank, and was about

making arrangements to attack it, when casting my eye to my
left, I discovered, as far as the eye could reach with the aid of

Held glasses, a line extending to^vards Summit Point. The
position the enemy occupied was a strong one, and he was

busily engaged fortifying it, having already made considera-

])le progress. It was not until I had had this view that I real-

ized the size of the enemy's force, and as I discovered that his

line was too long for me to get around his flank, and the posi-

tion was too strong to attack in front, I returned and informed

General Anderson of the condition of things. After consul-

tation with him, we thought it not advisable to attack the en-

emy in his intrenched lines, and we determined to move our

forces back to the west side of the Opequon, and see if he

Avould not move out of his works. The waggon trains w'ere

sent back early next morning (the 5th) towards "Winchester,

and about an hour by sun Kershaw's division, whose place had

been taken by one of my divisions, moved towards the same

point. About two o'clock in the afternoon my troops w^ere

withdrawn, and moved back to Stephenson's depot. This

withdrawal was made while the skirmishers were in close

proximity and firing at each other
;
yet there was no effort on

the part of the enemy to molest us. Just as my front division

(Rodes') reached Stephenson's depot, it met, and drove back,

and pursued for some distance, Averill's cavalry, which was

forcing towards Winchester that part of our cavalry which

had been watching the Martinsburg road.

It was quiet on the 6th, but on the 7th the enemy's cavalry

made demonstrations on the Martinsburg road and the Ope-

quon at several points, and was repulsed.

On the 8th it was quiet again, but on the 9th a detachment

of the enemy's cavalry came to the Opequon below Brucetown,
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burned some mills, and retreated before a division of infantry

sent out to meet it.

On the lOtb, my infantry moved by Bunker Hill to Darkes-

ville and encountered a considerable force of the enemy's cav-

alry, which was driven oil, and then ^iursued by Lomax
through Martinsburg across the Opequon. We then returned

to Bunker Hill, and the next day to Stephenson's depot, and

there was quiet on the 12th.

On the 13th a large force of the enemy's cavalry, reported to

be supported by infantry, advanced on the road from Summit
Point and drove in our pickets from the Opequon, when two

divisions of infantry were advanced to the front, driving the

enemy across the Opec[Uon again. A very sharp artillery duel

across the creek then took place, and some of my infantry

crossed over, when the enemy retired.

On the 14th General Anderson again started, with Ker-

shaw's division and Cutshaw's battalion of artillery, to cross

the Blue Ridge by the way of Front Royal, and was not mo-

lested. Fitz Lee's cavalry was left with me, and Ramseur's

division was moved to "Winchester to occupy Kershaw's

position.

There was an affair between one of Kershaw's brigades and

a division of the enemy's cavalr}^, while I was at Fisher's Hill

and Anderson at Front Royal, in which some prisoners were

lost ; and, subsequently, there were two affairs, in which the

outposts from Kershaw's command were attacked and cap-

tured by the enemy's cavalry, one in front of Winchester and

the other in front of Charlestown, which I have not underta-

ken to detail, as they occurred when General Anderson was

controlling the operations of that division, but it is proper to

refer to them here as part of the operations in the Valley.

On the 15th and 16th ni}- troops remained in camp
undisturbed.

The positions of the opposing forces were now as follows :

Ramseur's division and iTelson's battalion of artillery were on

the road from Berryville to Winchester, one mile from the

latter place, Rodes', Gordon's and Wharton's divisions, (the
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last two being" imcler Breckenridgo,) and Braxton's and King's

battalions of artillery Avere at Stepben.<on"s depot on tbe AVin-

• •licster and Potomac railroad, whieb is six miles from Win-

cbester. Lomax's cavalry picketed in my front on tbe Opc-

qiion, and on njy left from tbat stream to Xortb Mountain,

wbile Fitz Lee's cavalry watcbed tbe rigbt, baving small pick-

ets across to tbe Sbenandoab. Fonr principal roads, from po-

sitions beld by tbe enemy, centered at Stepbenson's depot, to

wit : tbe Martinsburg road, tbe road from Cbarlestown via

»Smitblield, tbe road from tbe same place via Summit Point,

and tbe road from Berryville via .Jordan's Springs. Sberidan's

main force was near Berryville, at tbe intrencbed position

wbicb bas been mentioned, wbile Averill was at Martinsburg

witb a division of cavalry. Berryville is ten miles from AVin-

cbester, nearly east, and Martinsburg twent^^-two miles nearly

nortli. Tbe crossing of tbe Opequon on tbe Berryville road is

four or live miles from Wincbester. From Berryville tbere

are two good roads to Front Poyal, via Millwood and Wbite

Post, and from Millwood tbere is a macadamized road to Win-

cbester, and also good roads via Wbite Post to tbe Valley pike

at I^ewtown and Middletown, tbe last two roads running east

of tbe Opequon. Tbe wliole country is very open, being a

limestone country, wbicb is tbickly settled and well cleared,

and aftbrds great facilities for tbe movement of troo})S and tbe

operations of cavalry. From tbe enemy's fortilications on

MarA'land ITeigbts, tbe country nortb and east of AVincbester,

and tbe main roads tbrougb it, are exposed to view.

Tbe relative positions wbicb we occupied rendered ]ny com-

munications to the rear very mucb exposed, but I could not

avoid it witbout giving up tbe lower Valley. Tbe object of my
presence tbere Avas to kee}) up a tbreatening attitude towards

Maryland and Pennsylvania, and prevent tbe use of tbe Balti-

more and Obio railroad, and tbe Cbesapeake and Obio canal,

as well as to keep as large a force as possible from Grant's

ami}- to defend tbe Federal Capital. Had Sberidan, by a

]u-ompt movement, tbrown bis wbole force on tbe line ol my
communications, I would bave been compelled to attempt to

cut my way tbrougb, as tbere was no escape for me to tbe rigbt
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(U' left, and my force was too weak to cross tlie Potomac while

lie was in my rear. I knew mj danger, but I could occupy

no other position that would have enabled me to accomplish

the desired object. If I' had moved up the Valley at all, I

could not have stopped sliort of Xew Market, for between that

place and the country in which I was there was no forage for

my horses; and this would have enabled the enemy to resume

the use of the railroad and canal, and return all the troops from

Grant's army to him. Eeing compelled to occupy the positio)i

where I was, and being* aware of its danger as well as apprized

of the fact that very great odds were opposed to me, my only

resource was to use my forces so as to display them at difler-

ent points with great rapidity, and thereby keep up the im-

pression that they were much larger than they really were.

The events of the last month had satisfied me that the com-

mander opposed to me was without enterprise, and possessed

an excessive caution which amounted to timidity. If it was

his policy to produce the impression that his force was too

weak to light me, he did not succeed, but if it was to convince

]ne that he was not an able or energetic commander, his strat-

egy was a complete success, and subsequent events have not

changed my opinion.

My infantry force at this time consisted of the three divisions

of the 2nd Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, and

Wharton's division of ]>reckenridge's command. The 2nd

Corps numbered a little over 8,000 muskets when it was de-

tached in pursuit of Hunter, and it had now been reduced to

about 7,000 muskets, by long and rapid marches and the vari-

ous engagements and skirmishes in which it had participated.

M'harton's division liad been reduced to about 1,700 muskets

in' the same causes. Making a small allowance for details

and those unlit for duty, I had about 8,500 muskets for duty.

A\nien I returned from Maryland, my cavalry consisted of the

remnants of hve small brigades, to wit: Iniboden's, McCaus-

hind's, Johnson's Jackson's, and Vaughan's. Vaughan's had

wow Ijeen ordered to South-Western Virginia, most of the men
having left without permission. The surprise and rout of

McCauslaud's and Johnson's brigades by Averill at Mooretield,
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liiid resulted in the loss of a considerable number of horses

and men, and such had been the loss in all the brigades, in the

various lights and skirmishes in which they had been engaged,

that the whole of this cavalry, now under Lomax, numbered
only about 1,700 mounted men. Fitz Lee had brought with nira

two brigades, to-wit : Wickham's, and Lomax's old brigade (now

under Colonel Payne), numbering about 1,200 mounted men.

I had the three battalions of artillery which had been with me
near Washington, and Fitz Lee had brought a few pieces of

horse artillery. When I speak of divisions and brigades of

my troops, it must be understood that they were mere skele-

tons of those organizations.

Since my return from Maryland, my supplies had been

o])tained principally from the lower Valley and the counties

west of it, and the money which was obtained by contributions

ill Maryland Avas used for that purpose. i!>[early the whole of

(Uir bread was obtained by threshing the wheat and then hav-

ing it ground, by details from my command, and it sometimes

happened that while my troops were lighting, the very Hour

which was to furnish them with bread for their next meal was
being ground under the protection of their guns. Latterly

our flour had been obtained from the upper Valley, but also

l>y details sent for that purpose. The horses and mules, in-

cluding the cavalry horses, were sustained almost entirely by
grazing.

I have no means of stating with accuracy Sheridan's force,

and can only form an estimate from such data as I have been

able to procure. Citizens who had seeji his force, stated that

it was the largest which they had ever seen in the Valley on

either side, and some estimated it as high as 60,000 or 70,000,

l)ut of course I made allowance for the usual exaggeration of

inexperienced men. My estimate is from the following data:

In Grant's letter to Hunter, dated at Monocacy, August oth,

1864, and contained in the report of tiie former, is the folloA\-

ing statement :
" In detailing such a force, the brigade of cav-

alry now eii route from Washington via Rockville, may be taken

into account. There are now on their way to join you three

other brigades of the be«t cavalry, numbering at least 5,000
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men and horses." Sheridan relieved Hunter on the 6th, and

Grant says in his report, " On the 7th of August, the Middle

Department and the Departments of West Virginia, Wasliing-

ton, and the Susquehanna were constituted into the Middle

Military division, and Major-General Sheridan was assigned to

the temporary command of the same. Two divisions of cav-

alry, commanded by Generals Torbert and Wilson were sent

to Sheridan from the Army of the Potomac. The first reached

him at Harper's Ferry on the 11th of August." Before this

cavalry was sent to the Valley, there was already a division

there commanded by Averill, besides some detachments which

belonged to the department of West Virginia. A book con-

taining the official reports of the chief surgeon of the cavalry

corps of Sheridan's army, which was subsequently captured at

Cedar Creek on the 19tli of October, showed that there were

]M-eRcnt for duty in that Corps, during the first week in Sep-

tember, over 11,000 men, and present for duty during the week

ending the 17th day of Septeml>er, 10,100 men. The extracts

fi-om Grant's report go to confirm this statement, as, if three

brigades numbered at least 5,000 men and horses, the two

divisions, when tlie whole of them arrived, with Averill's

cavalry, must have numbered over 10,000. I think, therefore,

that I can safely estimate Sheridan's cavalry at the battle of

Winchester, on the 19th of September, at 10,000. His infantry

consisted of the 6th, 19th, and Crook's Corps, the latter being

composed of the " Army of West Vii-ginia," and one division

of the 8th Corps. The report of Secretary Stanton shows that

there was in the department of which the " Middle Military

<livision " was composed, the following "available force present

\\)v duty May 1st, 1864," to-wit:

"Department of Washington , 4:i,124."

" Department of West Virginia 80,782."

" Department of the Susquehanna 2,970."

" Middle Department 5,627."

making an aggregate of 81,503; but, as the Federal Secretary

of War in the same report says, " In order to repair the losses

of the Army of the Potomac, the chief jiart of the force

designed to guard the Middle Department and the Department
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of Washiugtoii was called forward to the front," we may
assume that 40,000 men were used for that purpose, which

would leave 41,503, minus the losses in battle before Sheridan

relieved Hunter, in the Middle Military division, exclusive of

the 6th and 19th Corps, and the cavalry from Grant's army.

The infantry of the Army of the Potomac was composed of

the 2nd, 5th, and 6th Corps, on the 1st of May, 1864, and

Stanton says the " available force present for duty " in that

army on that day, was 120,386 men. Allowing 30,000 for the

artillery and cavalry of that army, which would be a very

liberal allowance, and there would still be left 90,385 infantry

;

and it is fair to assume that the 6th Corps numbered one-third

of the infantry, that is, 30,000 men on the 1st of May, 1864.

If the losses of the Army of the Potomac had l)een such as to

reduce the 6th Corps to less than 10,000 men, notwithstanding

the reinforcements and recruits received, the carnage in Grant's

army must have been frightful indeed. The 19th Corps was

just from the Department of the Gulf and had not gone through

a bloody campaign. A communication which was among the

papers captured at Cedar Creek, in noticing some statement of

a newspaper correspondent in regard to the conduct of that

corps at Winchester, designated it as "a vile slander on 12,000

of the best soldiers in the Union army." In view of the fore-

going data, without counting the troops in the Middle Depart-

ment and the Departments of Washington and the Susque-

hanna, and making liberal allowances for losses in battle, and

for troops detained on post and garrison duty in the Depai-t-

ment of West Virginia, I think that I may assume that Sheri-

dan had at least 35,000 infantry against me. The troops of

the 6th Corps and of the Department of West Virginia, alone,

without counting the 19th Corps, numbered on the 1st of Ma}

,

1864, 60,782. If with the 19th Corps, Sheridan did not have

35,000 infantry remaining from this force, what had become

of the balanee ? Sheridan's artillery very greatly outnum-

bered mine, both in men and guns.

Having been informed that a force was at work on the rail-

road at Martinsburg, I moved on the afternoon of the 17th of

September, with Rodes' and Gordon's division, and Braxton "s
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artillery to Bunker Hill, and, on the morning of the 18th, with

Gordon's division and a part of the artillery to Martinshni'g,

preceded by a part of Lomax's cavalry. Averill's division of

cavalry was driven from the tovyn across the Opeqnon in the

direction of Charlestowu, and we then retm-ned to Bunker

Hill. Gordon was left at Bunker Hill, with orders to move To

tStephenson's depot by sunrise next morning, and Rodes' divi-

sion moved to the latter place that night, to which I also

returned. At Martinsburg, wliei-e the enemy had a telegraph

office, I learned that Grant was M-ith Sheridan that day, and

T expected an early move.

BATTLE OF WI^^CHESTER.

At light on the morning of the 19th, our cavalry pickets at

the crossing of the Opequon on the Berryville road were driven

in, and information having been sent me of that fact, I imme-

diately ordered all the troops at Stephenson's depot to be in

readiness to move, directions being given for Gordon, who
had arrived from Bunker Hill, to move at once; but, by some

mistake on the part of my staff officer, the latter order was

not delivered to General Breckenrid2:e or Gordon. I rode at

once to Ramseur's position, and found his troops in line across

the Berryville j'oad skirmishing with the enemy. Before

reaching this point, T had ascertained that Gordon was not

moving, and sent back for him, and now discovering that the

enemy's advance was- a real one and in heavy force, I sent

orders for Breckenridge and Rodes to move up as rapidly as

possible. The position occupied by Ramseur was about one

mile and a half out from Winchester, on an elevated plateau

between Abraham's Creek and Red Bud Run. Abraham's
Creek crosses the Valley Pike oue mile south of "Winchester,

and then crosses the Front Royal road about the same distance

south-east of the town, and, running eastwardly, on the south-

ern side of the Berryville road, crosses that road a short dis-

tance before it empties into the Opequon. Red Bud Run
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crosses the Martinsburg road about a mile and a half north of

Winchester, and runs eastwardly, on the northern side of the

Berrvville road, to tlie Opeqiion. Ramseur was therefore in

tlie obtuse angle formed by the ^lartinsburg and Front Royal

roads. In front of and to the right of him, for some distance,

the country was open. Abraham's Creek runs through a deep

valley, and beyond it, on the right, is high open ground, at the

intersection of the Front Royal and Millwood roads. To

Ramseur's left, the country sloped off to the Red Bud, and

there were some patches of woods which atforded cover for

troops. To the north of the Red Bud, the country is very

open, affording facilities for the movement of any kind of

troops. Towards the Opequon, on the front, the Berryville

road runs through a ravine, with hills and woods on each side,

Avhich enabled the enemy to move his troops under cover, and

mask them out of range of artillery. J^elson's artillery was

posted on Ramseur's line, covering the approaches as far as

practicable ; and Lomax, with Jackson's cavalry and part of

Johnson's, was on the right, watching the valley of Abraham's

Creek and the Front Royal road beyond, while Fitz Lee was

on the left, across the Red Bud, with his cavalry and a battery

of horse-artillery, and a detachment of Johnson's cavalry

watched the interval between Ramseur's left and the Red Bud.

These troops held the enemy's main force in cheek until Gor-

don's and Rodes' divisions arrived from Stephenson's depot.

Gordon's division arrived first, a little after ten o'clock, A. M.,

and was placed under cover in rear of a piece of woods behind

the interval between Ramseur's line and the Red Bud, the de-

tachment of Johnson's cavalry having been removed to the

risfht. Knowins: that it would not do for us to await the shock

of the enemy's attack, Gordon was directed to examine, the

ground on the left, with a view to attacking a force of the enemy

which had taken position in a piece of wood in front of him,

and while he was so engaged Rodes arrived with three of his

brigades, and was directed to form on Gordon's right, in rear of

another piece of woods. "While this movement was being exe-

cuted, we discovered very heavy columns of the enemy, which

had been massed under cover between the Red Bud and the
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Berryville road, moving to attack Ramseur ou his left flank,

while another force pressed him in front. It was a moment of

imminent and thrilling danger, as it was impossible for Eam-
seur's division, which numbered only about 1,700 muskets, to

withstand the immense force advancing against it. The only

chance for us was to hurl Rodes and Gordon upon the flank of

the advancing columns, and they were ordered forward at

once to the attack. They advanced in most gallant style

through the woods into the open ground, and attacked with

great vigor, w^hile ^Nelson's artillery on the right, and Braxton's

on the left, opened a destructive fire. But Evans' brigade ©f

Gordon's division, which was on the extreme left of our
infantry, received a check from a column of the enemy, and
was forced back through the woods from behind which it had
advanced, the enemy following to the very rear of the woods,

and to within musket range of seven pieces of Braxton's artil-

lery which were without support. This caused a pause in our

advance, and the position was most critical, for it was apparent

that unless this force was driven back the day was lost. Brax-

ton's guns, in which now was our only hope, resolutely stood

their ground, and, under the personal superintendence of

Lieutenant Colonel Braxton and Colonel T. H. Carter, my
then Chief of Artillery, opened with canister on the enemy.

This fire was so rapid and well-directed that the enemy stag-

gered, halted, and commenced falling back, leaving a battle-

flag on the ground, whose bearer was cut down by a canister

shot. Just then, Battle's brigade of Rodes' division, which
had arrived and been formed in line for the purpose of advan-

cing to the support of the rest of the division, moved forward

and swept through the woods, driving the enemy before it,

while Evans' brigade was rallied and brought back to the

charge. Our advance, which had been suspended for a mo-
ment, was resumed, and the enemy's attacking columns were
thrown into great confusion and driven from the field. This

attacking force of the enemy proved to be the Sixth and Mne-
teenth corps, and it was a grand sight to see this immense body
hurled back in utter disorder before my two divisions, num-
bering a very little over 5000 muskets. Ramseur's division
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bad received the shock of the enemy's attack, and been forced

l)ack a little, but soon recovered itself. Lomax, on the right,

liad held the enemy's cavalry in check, and, with a part of his

force, had made a gallant charge against a body of infantry,

when Ramseur's line was being forced back, thus aiding the

latter in recovering from the momentary disorder. Fitz Lee

on the left, from across the Red Bud, had poured a galling lire

into the enemy's columns with his sharpshooters and horse-

artillery, while ISTelson's and Braxton's battalions had per-

formed wonders. This affair occurred about 11 A. M., and

a splendid victory had been gained. The ground in front

was strewn with the enemy's dead and wounded, and some

prisoners had been taken. But on our side, Major General

Rodes had been killed, in the very moment of triumph,

while conducting the attack of his division with great gal-

lantry and skill, and this was a heavy blow to me. Briga-

dier-General Godwin, of Ramseur's division, had been killed,

and Brigadier-General York, of Gordon's division, had lost

an arm. Other brave men and officers had fallen, and we

could illy bear the loss of any of them. Had I then had

a body of fresh troops to push our victory, the day would

have been ours, but in this action, in the early part of the

day, I had present only about 7000 muskets, about 2000 cav-

alry, and two battalions of artillery with about 30 guns ; and

they had all been engaged. Wharton's division and King's

artillery had not arrived, and Imboden's cavalry under Colonel

Smith, and McCausland's under Colonel Ferguson, were

watching the enemy's cavalry on the ]ett, on the Mar-

tinsburg road and the Opequon. The enemy had a fresh corps

which had not been engaged, and there remained his heavy

force of cavalry. Our lines were now formed across from

Abraham's Creek to Red Bud and were very attenuated. The

enemy was still to be seen in front in formidable force, and

away to our right, across Abraham's Creek, at the junction of

the Front Royal and Millwood roads, he had massed a division

of cavalry with some artillery, overlapping us at least a mile,

while the country was open between this force and the Valley

Pike, and the Cedar Creek Pike back of the latter ; which
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roads furnished my only means of retreat in the event of dis-

aster. My line did not reach the Front Royal road on the

right, or the Martinsburg road on the left.

When the order was sent for the troops to moA^e from Ste-

phenson's depot, General Breckenridge had moved to the front,

with Wharton's division and King's artillery, to meet a cavalry

force which had driven our pickets from the Opequon on the

Charlestown road, and that division had become heavily en-

gaged with tlie enemy, and sustained and repulsed several

determined charges of his cavalry, while its own flanks were

in great danger from the enemy's main force on the right, and

a column of his cavalry moving up the Martinsburg road on

the left. After much difficulty and some hard lighting, Gen.

Breckenridge succeeded in extricating his force and moving

np the Martinsburg road to join me, but he did not reach the

tield until about two o'clock in the afternoon.

In the meantime there had been heavy skirmishing along

the line, and the reports from, the front were that the enemy

Avas massing for another attack, but it was impossible to tell

where it would fall. As the danger from the enemy's cavalry

on the right was very great and Lomax's force very weak,

Wickham's brigade of Fitz Lee's cavalry had been sent from

the left to Lomax's assistance. Wheu Wharton's division

arrived, Patton's brigade of that division was left to aid Fitz

Lee in guarding the Martinsburg road, against the force of

cavalry which was advancing on that road watched by Lomax's

two small brigades; and the rest of the division was formed in

rear of Kodes' division in the centre, in order to be moved to

any point that might be attacked. Late in the afternoon, tv/o

divisions of the enemy's cavalry drove in the small force which

had l;)een watching it on the Martinsburg road, and Crook's

corps, which had not been engaged, advanced at the same time

on that flank, on the north side of Ked Bud, and, before

this overwhelming force, Fatton's brigade of infantry and

Payne's brigade of cavalry under Fitz Lee were forced back.

A considerable force of the enemy's cavalry then swept along

the Martinsburg road to the very skirts of AVin Chester, thus

ircttiuir in the rear of our left flank. Wharton's two other
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f)rigades were moved iu double quick time to tlie left and rear,

and, making a gallant charge on tli'e enemy's cavalry, with the

aid of King's artillery, and some of Braxton's guns which
were turned to the rear, succeeded in driving it back. The
division was then thrown into line by General Breckenridge,

in rear of our left and at right angles with the Martinsburg

road, and another charge of the enemy's cavalry was hand-

somely repulsed. But many of the men on our front line,

lieariug the tire in the rear, and thinking they Avere Hanked
and about to be cut olf, commenced falling back, thus produ-

cing great confusion. At the same time, Crook advanced

against our left, and Gordon threw Evans' brigade into line to

meet him, but the disorder in the front line became so great

that, after an obstinate resistance, that brigade was compelled

to retire also. The whole front line had now given way, but

;i large portion of the men were rallied and formed behind an

inditierent line of breastworks, which had been made just out-

side of Winchester during the first year of the war, and, with

the aid of the artillery which was brought back to this posi-

tion, the progress of the enemy's infantry was arrested.

Wharton's division maintained its organization on the left,

and Ramseur fell back in good order on the right. Wick-
ham's brigade of cavalry had been brought from the right, and
was in position on Fort Hill, just outside of Winchester on the

west. Just after the advance of the enemy's infantry was
checked by our artillery, it was reported to me that the enemy
had got around our right fiank, and as I knew this was per-

fectly practicable, and was expecting such a movement from

the cavalry on the Front Royal road, I gave the order to re-

tire, but instantly discovering that the supposed force of the

enemy was Ramseur's division, which had merely moved back
to keep in line with the other troops, I gave the order for the

hitter to return to the works before they had moved twenty

paces. This order was obeyed by Wharton's division, but not

so well by the others. The enemy's cavalry force, however,

vras too large for us, and having the advantage of open ground,

it again succeeded in getting around our left, producing great

confusion, for which tViere was no remedy. ^N'othing was now
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left for U8 but to retire through^'Wincliester, and Ramseur's

divisiou, which maiutained its organization, was moved o)i the

east of the town to the south side of it, and put in position,

• forming the basis for a new line, while the other troops moved
back through the town. Wickham's brigade, with some
pieces of horse artillery on Fort Hill, covered this movement
and cliecked the pursuit of the enemy's cavalry. When the

new line was formed, the enemy's advance was checked until

uight-fall, and we then retired' to l^ewtown without serious

molestation. Lomax had held the enemy's cavalry on the

Front Royal road in check, and a feeble attempt at pursuit

was repulsed by Kamseur near Kernstown.

As soon as our reverse began, orders had been sent for the

removal of the trains, stores, and sick and wounded in the

hospitals, to Fisher's Hill, over the Cedar Creek Pike and the

Back Road. This was done with safety, and all the wounded,

except such as were not in a condition to l.)e moved, and those

which had not been brought from the tield, were carried to

the rear.

This battle, beginning withtheskirinishinginRamseur'sfront,

had lasted Irom daylight until dark, and, at the close of it, we
had been forced l)ack two miles, after having repulsed tlie

enemy's tirst attack with great slaughter to him, and subse-

Vjuently contested every inch of ground with unsurpassed

obstinacy. We deserved the victory, and would have had it,

but for the enemy's immense superiority in cavalry, which

alone gave it to him.

Three pieces of King's artillery, from which the horses were

shut, and which therefore could not be brought otf, were lost,

hut the enemy claimed five, and, if he captured that number,

two were lost by the cavalry ainl not repoi'ted to me. My loss

in killed, wounded and prisoners was severe for tlie size of my
force, but it was only a fraction of that claimed by the enemy.

OwiuiT to its obedience to orders in returning to the works, the

heaviest loss of prisoners was in Wharton's division. Among
the killed were ^[ajor General Rodes and Brigadier General

Godwin. (Colonel G. W. Patton, commanding a brigade, was
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mortally wouuded, and fell into the hands of the enemy.

Major General Fitz Lee was severely wounded, and Brigadier

General York lost an arm. In Major General Rodes I had to

regret the loss not only of a most accomplished, skillful and

gallant officer, upon whom I placed great reliance, but also of

a personal friend, whose counsels had been of great service to

me in the trying circumstances with which I had found my-

self surrounded. He fell at his post, doing a soldier's and

patriot's duty to his country, and his memory will long be

cherished by his comrades. General Godwin and Colontl

Patton were both most gallant and efficient officers, and their

loss was deeply felt, as was that of all the brave officers and

men who fell in this battle. The enemy's loss in killed and

wounded was very heavy, and some prisoners fell into our

hands.

A skillful and energetic commander of the enemy's forces

would have crushed Ramseur before any assistance could have

reached him, and thus ensured the destruction of my whole

force ; and, later in the day, when the battle had turned

against us, with the immense superiority in cavalry which

Sheridan had, and the advantage of the open country', would

have destroyed my whole force and captured everything I had.

As it was, considering the immense disparity in numbers and

equipment, the enemy had very little to boast of. I had lost

a few pieces of artillery and some very valuable officers and

men, but the main part of my force and all my trains had

been saved, and the enemy's loss in killed and wounded was

far greater than mine. When I look back to this battle, I can

but attribute my escape from utter annihilation to the incapa-

city ofmy opponent.*

*The enemy has called this battle, "Tlie Battle of the Opequon," but I know no elaini it

has to that title, unless it be in the fact that, after his repulse in the fore part of the day,

some of his troops ran back across that stream. I have always thought tliat instead of Vieinj<

promoted, Sheridau ought to have been cashiered for this battle. He seems to Vie a sort of

pet of Grant's, and I give the following extracts from the report of the latter, to show th«

strange inconsistency of which he is guilty to magnify Sheridan's services. In his Monuu-

acy letter to Hunter, Grant says :
" From Harper's Ferry, if it is found that the enemy lias

moved north of the Potomac in large force, push north, following him and attacking him
wherever found; follow him if driven south of the Potomac as long as it is safe to do m,,.

If it is ascertained that the enemy has but a small force north of the Potomac, th'Mi push

south with the main force, detaching, under a competent commander, a sufficient lorce i.>
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At light ou the morning of the 20th, my troops moved to

Fisher's Hill without molestation from the enemy, and again

took position at that point on the old line—^Wharton's division

being on the right, then Gordon's, Eamsenr's, and Rodes', in

the order in which they are mentioned. Fitz Lee's cavalry,

now under Brigadier-General Wickham, was sent up the Luray

Valley to a narrow pass at Millford, to try and hold that val-

ley against the enemy's cavalry. General Ramseur was traus-

look after the raiders and drivo them to their iiomes." And further on in tlie sanne letter

he nays :
" Bear in mind, the object is to drive the enemy south, and to do this, you want to

keep him always in sight. Bo guided in your course by tlie course he takes." Wlieu.Slier-

idan relieved Hunter, tliis letter of instructions was ordered to be turned over to him, and

two divisions of cavalry subsequently joined him; yet Grant says in regard to Sheridan's

operations: "His operations during the month of August and the fore part of September

were l,ioth of an offensive and delensive character, resulting in many severe skirmi.shes,

principally by the cavalry, iu which we were generally successful, Init no general engage-

ment took place. The two armies lay in such a position, the enemy on the west bank of the

Opequon creek covering AVinchester, and our forces in front of Berryville. that either could

bring on a battle at any time. Defeat to us would open to the enemyjjie States of Maryland

and Pennsylvania for long distances before another army could be interposed to check him.

I'nder these circumstances, I hesitated about allowing the initiative to be taken. Finally

the use of the Baltimore and <.)hio Railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, which

were both obstructed by the enemy, became so indispensably necessary to us, and the im-

portance ot relieving Pennsylvania and Blaryland from continuously threatened invasion

.•-o great, that I determined the risk should be taken. But fearing to telegraph the order

for an attack withoiu knowing more than I did of General Slieridan".s feelings as to what

would be the probable result, 1 left City Point on the lath of September to visit him at his

head-quarters, to decide after conference with him what should be done. I met him at

Charlestown, and he pointed out so directly how each army lay, tv?tat he would do the moment
he ivas authorized, and expressed such confidence of success, that I saw there were but two
words of instruction necessary—go in.'' In the letter to Hunter there is no hesitation about

the initiative, and yet, notwithst.'Uiding this letter was turned over to Sheridan for his

guidance, and two divisions of cavalry subsequently sent to him, and the further fact that ho

liad been operating both on the offensive and defensive during August and the fore part ot

September, the impression is sought to be made that his ardor was restrained bj' some sort

.if orders, of which lio mention is made in Grant's report. Keally this is very curious, and
liraut's admission of his hesitation in allowing the initiative to be taken, and the statement

that the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal were so

obstructed, and the invasion of Pennsylvania and Maryland so constantly threatened, as to

i;ompel him to throw oft" that hesitation, convey a great compliment to the efficiency of my
ainall force. The railroad is twenty-two miles from Winchester at the nearest point, and the

caual over thirty and north of the Potomac, while Sheridan was much nearer to both. Th.at

Oram did find it neee.'isary to say to Sheridan, "go in 1 " I can well believe, but that the lat-

ter was punting for the utterance of that classic phrase, I must be allowed to regard as

upucrypliul.
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ferred to the command of Rodes' division, and Brigadier-

General Pegram who had reported for duty about the Ist of

August, and been in command of his brigade since that time,

was left in command of the division previously commanded by

Ramseur. My infantry was not able to occupy the whole lino

at Fishers Hill, notwithstanding it was extended out in an

attenuated line, with considerable intervals. The greater part

of Lomax's cavalry was therefore dismounted, and placed on

Ramseur's left, near Little ]^orth Mountain, but the line could

not then be fully occupied.

This was the only position in the whole Valley where a

defensive line could be taken against an enemy moving up the

Valley, and it had several weak points. To have retired beyond

this point, would have rendered it necessary for me to fall

back to some of the gaps of the Blue Ridge, at the upper part

of the Valley, and I determined therefore to make a show of

a stand here, with the hope that the enemy would be deter-

red from attacking me in this position, as had been the case in

August.

On the second day after our arrival at this place. General

Breckenridge received orders from Richmond, by telegraph,

to return to South-Western Virginia, and I lost the benefit of

his services. He had ably co-operated with me, and our per-

sonal relations had been of the most pleasant character.

In the afternoon of the 20th, Sheridan's forces appeared on

the banks of Cedar Creek, about four miles from Fisher's

Hill, and the 21st, and the greater part of the 22nd, were

consumed by him in reconnoitring and gradually moving his

forces to my front under cover of breast works. After some
skirmishing, he attained a strong position immediately in my
front and fortified it, and I began to think he was satisfied with

the advantage he had gained and would not probably press it

further ; but on the afternoon of the 22nd, I discovered that

another attack was contemplated, and orders were given for

my troops to retire, after dark, as I knew my force was not

strong enough to resist a determined assault. Just before sun-

set, however, Crook's corps, which had moved to our left on

the side of Little IS^orth Mountain, and under cover of the
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woods, forced back Lomax's dismounted cavalry, and advan-

ced against Ramseur's left. Ramseur made an attempt to meet

this movement by throwing his brigades successfully into line

to the left, and Wharton's division was sent for from the right

but it did not arrive. Pegram's brigades were also thrown

into line in the same manner as Ramseur's, but the movement
produced some disorder in both divisions, and as soon as it was

observed by the enemy, he advanced along his whole line, and

the mischief could not be remedied. After a very brief con-

test, my whole force retired in considerable confusion, but the

men and officers of the artillery behaved with great coolness,

fighting to the very last, and I had to ride to some of the offi-

cers and order them to withdraw their guns, before they would

move. In some cases, they had held out so long, and the roads

leading from their positions into the Pike were so rugged, that

eleven guns fell into the hands of the enemy. Vigorous pur-

suit was not made, and my force fell back through Woodstock

to a place called the Narrow Passage, all tlie trains being car-

ried off in safety.

Our loss in killed and wounded in this affair was slight, but

some prisoners were taken by the enemy, the most of whom
were captured while attempting to make their way across the

Xorth Fork to Massanutten Mountain, under the impression

that the enemy had possession of the Valley Pike in our rear.

I had the misfortune to lose my Adjutant General, Lieutenant

Colonel A. S. Pendleton, a gallant and efficient young officer,

who had served on General Jackson's staff during his Valley

campaign, and subsequently to the time of the latter's death.

Colonel Pendleton fell mortally wounded about dark, while

posting a force across the Pike, a little in rear of Fisher's Hill,

to check the enemy. He was acting with his accustomed gal-

lantry, and his loss was deeply felt and regretted.*

" In lii.s account of the battle of Winchester, Grant says :
" The enemy rallied and made a

stand in a strong position at Fisher's HiH, where lie was attacked and again defeated with

heavy loss ou the 20th." This makes Sheridan pursue and attack with great promptness

and energy, if it were true, but it will be seen that the attack was not made until lato on the

afternoon of the .'ird day after the battle at Winchester, and that the movement on my left

fiank was again made by Crook. If Sheridan had not had subordinates of more ability and

energy than himself, I should probably have had to write a different history ofmy Valley

campaign.



KF/rREAT UP THE VALLEY, AND OPERATIONS
» UNTIL THE BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEK.

Oil the moruing ot' the 'lovd, I uiovvaI back to Mount J nek-

sou, where I hiilted to enable the sick and wounded, and the

liospital stores at that phice to be carried oft'. In the afternoon

Averill's division of cavah-y came up in pursuit, and after some
heavy skirmishing was driven back. I then moved to Rude's

Hill between Mount Jackson and New Market.

On the morning of the 24th, a body of the enemy's cavalr\-

crossed the North Fork below Mount Jackson, and attempted

to get around my right Hank, but was held in check. The
enemy's infantry soon appeared at Mount Jackson, and com-

menced moving around my left Hank, on the opi>osite side of

the river from that on which my left rested. As the country

was entirely open, and Rude'sHill an elevated position, I could

see the whole movement of the enemy, and as soon as it was
fully developed, I commenced retiring in line of battle, aud in

that manner retired through New Market to a point at which
the road to Port Republic leaves the Valley Pike, nine miles

from Rude's Hill. This movement was made through an

entirely open country, and at every mile oi- two a halt was
made, and artillery opened on the enemy, who was pursuiui^,

which compelled him to commence deploying into line, when
the retreat would be resumed. In this retreat, under fire in

line, which is so trying to a i-ctiring force, and tests the best

"jualitieH of the soldier, the conduct of my troops was most
admirable, and they |)reserved perfect order and their line

intact, notwithstanding their diminished numbers, and the fact

that the enemy was pursuing in full force, and, every now and
then, dashing up with horse artillery under the support of

cavalry, and opening on the retiring lines. At the last halt,

which was at a place called " Tenth Legion,'' near where the

Port Republic road leaves the Pike, and was a little before sun-
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set, I determined to resist any further advance, so as to enable

my trains to get on the Port Republic road; and skirmishers

were sent out and artillery opened on the advancing enemy,

but, after some skirmishing, he went into camp in our view,

and beyond the reach of our guns. At this point, a gallant

officer of artillery, Captain Massie, was killed by a shell. Ass

soon as it was dark, we retired live miles on the Port Re-

public road and bivouacked. In the morning Lomax's cavalry

had been posted to our left, on the Middle and Back roads

from Mount Jackson to Harrisonburg, but it was forced ])ack

by a superior force of the enemy's cavalry, and retired to the

latter place in considerable disorder. Wickham's brigade had

been sent for from the Luray Valley to join me through the

Xew-Market Gap, but it arrived at that gap just as we were

retiring through Xew-Market, and orders were sent for it to

return to the Luray Valley and join me at Port Republic. In

the meantime, Payne's small brigade had been driven from

Millford by two divisions of cavalry under Torbert, which had

moved up the Luray Valley and subsequently joined Sheridan

through the IS^ew-Market Gap. This cavalry had been

detained by Wickham with his and Payne's brigades, at

Millford, a sufficient time to enable us to pass New-Market

in safety. If, however, it had mo-s^ed up the Luray Valley by

Conrad's store, we would have been in a critical condition.

On the morning of the 25th, we moved towards Port Repub-

lic, which is in the fork of the South Fork and South River,

and where the road through Brown's Gap in the Blue Ridge

crosses those rivers, in order to unite with Kershaw's division,

which had been ordered to join me from Culpepper C. II.

We crossed the river below the junction, and took position

between Port Republic and Brown's Gap. Fitz I^ee's and

Lomax's cavalry joined us here, and on the 26tii, Kershaw's

division with Cutshaw's battalion of artillery came up, after

having crossed through Swift Run (Jap, and encountered and

repulsed, below Port Republic, a body of the enemy's cavalry.

There was likewise heavy skirmishing on my front on the 26th

with the enemy's cavalry, which made two ettbrts to advance

towards Brown's Gap, both of which were repulsed after brisk

fighting in which artillery was used.
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Having ascertained that the enemy's infantry had halted at

}:[arrisonburg, on the morning of the 27th I moved out and

drove a division of his cavahy from Port Kepublic, and then

encamped in the fork of tlie rivers. I liere learned that two

divisions of cavah'y under Torbert had been Bent through

Staunton to Waynesboro, and were engaged in destroying the

railroad bridge at the latter place, and the tunnel through the

Blue Ridge at Rocktish Gap, and, on the 28th, I moved for

those points. In making this movement I had the whole of

the enemy's infantry on my right, while one division of cav-

alry was in my rear and two in my front, and on the left w^as

the Blue Kidge. I had therefore to move with great circum-

spection. Wickham's brigade of cavalry was sent up South

River, near the mountain, to get between the enemy and

Rockiish Gap, while the infantry moved in two columns, one

up South River with the trains guarded in front by Pcgram's

and Wharton's divisions, and in rear by Ramseur's division,

and the other, composed of Kershaw's and Gordon's divisions,

with the artillery, on the right through Mount Meridian, Pied-

mont and New Hope. McCausland's cavalry, under Colonel

Ferguson, was left to blockade and hold Brown's Gap, while

Lomax, with the rest of his cavalry and Payne's brigade,

A^'atched the right flank and rear. Wickham's brigade having

got between Rockfish Gap and Waynesboro, drove the enemy's

working parties from the latter place, and took position on a

ridge in front of it, when a sharp artillery fight ensued.

Pegram's division, driving a small body of cavalry before it,

arrived just at night and advanced upon the enemy, when ho

retired in great haste, taking the roads through Staunton and

west of the Valley Pike, back to the main body. A company
of reserves, composed of boys under 18 years of age, which

had been employed on special duty at Staunton, had moved to

Rockiish Gap, and another company of reserves from Chai--

lottcsville, with two pieces of artillery, had moved to the same
point, and when the enemy advanced towards the tunnel and

before he got in range of the guns, they were opened, and lie

retired to Waynesboro.

On the 29th and oOth, we rested at Waynesboro, and au
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eugiueer party was put to work repairing the bridge, which

liad been but partially destroyed.

On the 1st of October, I moved my whole force across the

country to Mount Sidney on the Valley Pike, and took posi-

tion between that place and Xorth River, the enemy's forces

having been concentrated around Harrisonburg, and on the

north bank of the river. In this position we remained until

the 6th, awaiting the arrival of Rosser's brigade of cavalry

which was on its way from General Lee's army. In the

meantime there was some skirmishing with the enemy's cav-

alry on the Xorth liiver, at the bridge near Mount Crawford

and at Bridgewater above.*

On the 5th, Rosser's brigade arrived and was temporarily

attached to Fitz Lee's division, of which Rosser was given the

command, as Brigadier-General Wickham had resigned. The
horses of Rosser's brigade had been so much reduced by pre-

vious hard service and the long march from Richmond, that

the brigade did not exceed six hundred mounted men for duty

ndien it joined me. Kershaw's division numbered 2700 mus-

kets for duty, and he had brought with him Cutshaw's bat-

talion of artillery. These reinforcements about made up my
losses at Winchester and Fisher's Hill, and T determined to

attack the enemy in his position at Harrisonburg, and for that

purjiose made a rcconnoissajice <»n the 5th, Init on the morn-

ing of the 6th, it was discovej-ed that lie had retired during

the night down the Valley.f

* Grant siiys that, after the fight at Fisiiers Hill, " Sheridan pursued him with great energy

tVirough Harrisonburg, Staunton, and tlie gaps of the Blue Ridge." With liow much energy

the pursuit was made, and how much trutli there is in the statement that I was driven

rhrougli •' TIarrisonburg, Staunton, and the gaps of tlie Blue Ridge," will be seen from the

foregoing account. A portion of my cavalry passed through Harrisonburg, but none of my
other troops, an<l none of them througli Staunton, and I did not leave tlie Valley at all.

Had Sheridan moved his infantry to Fort Kepuhli<;, I would have been compelled to retire

Ihroiigl) Brown's (iap, to get provisions and forage, and it would have beeji impossible tor

tlie to return to the Valley until he evacuated the upper part of it.

t While Sheridan's forces were near Harrisonbiu-g, and mine were watcliing them, tliree of

I'lu- cavalry scouts, in their uniform.s and with arms, got around his lines near a little town
i-alled Dayton, and encountered Lieutenant Jleigs, a Federal engineer officer, with two .sol-

dit-rs. These parties came upon each other suddenly, and Tjieiitenant Meigs was ordered to

.-urreuder by tme of our sc^outs, to which he replied by shooting and wounding the scout,

who In his turn fired and killed the Lieutenant. One of the men witli Lieutenant Meigs
was captured and the other escaped. For this act Sheridan ordered the town of Dayton to
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When it wan discovered that the enemy was retiring, 1

moved forward at once and arrived at jSTew-Market Math my
infantry on the 7th. Rosser pushed forward on the Back and

Middle Roads in pursuit of the enemy's cavalry, which was

engaged in burning houses, mills, barns and stacks of wheat

and hay, and had several skirmishes with it, while Lomax also

moved forward on the Valley Pike and the roads east of it. 1

halted at ^ew-Market with the infantry, but Kosser and Lomax
moved down the Valley in pursuit, and skirmished successfully

with the enemy's cavalry on the 8th ; but on the 9th they en-

countered his whole cavalry force at Tom's Brook, in rear of

Fisher's Hill, and both of their commands were driven back in

considerable confusion, with a loss of some pieces of artillery ;

nine were reported to me as the number lost, but Grant claims

eleven. Rosser rallied his command on the Back Road, at

Columbia Furnace, opposite Edinburg, but a part of the ene-

my's cavalry swept along the Pike to Mount Jackson, and then

retired on the approach of a part of my infantry. On till 10th,

Rosser established his line of pickets across the Valley from

Columbia Furnace to Edinburg, and on the 11th Lomax was

sent to the Luray Valley to take position at Millford.

BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEK OR BELLE GROVE.

Having heard that Sheridan was i)reparing to send part of

his troops to Grant, I moved down the Valley again on the

12th. On the morning of the 13th we reached Fisher's Hill,

and I moved with part of my command to Hupp's Hill, between

Strasburg and Cedar Creek, for the purpose of reconnoitring.

The enemy was found posted on the Xorth bank of Cedar
Creek in strong force, and, while we were observing him, with-

out displaying any of my force except a small body of cavalry

,

a division of his infantry was moved out to his left and stacked

be burned, but for some reason that order wus countermanded, and anorlier substituted lor

burning a large number of private houses in the neighborhood, which was executed, thus

inflicting on non-combatants and women and children a most wanton and cruel punishintMit

for a justifiable act of war.
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arms in nn open lield, vvhen a battery of iirtillery wan !-iin out

:^udclenlY and <:»penod on tliis division, scattering it in _ii:reat

confusion. The enemy then displayed a large force, and sent

a division across the creek to t;apture the gnns which had

opened on him, but, when it had advanced near enough, Con-

ner's brigade of Kershaw's division was sent forward to meet

this division, and, after a sharp contest, drove it back in con-

siderable confusion and with severe loss. Conner's brigade

behaved very handsomely indeed, but unfortunately, after the

enemy had been entirely repulsed, Brigadier-General Conner,

a most accomplished and gallant ofiicer, lost his leg by a shell

from the opposite side of the creek. Some prisoners were

taken from the enemy in this affair, and Colonel Wells, the

division commander, fell into our hands mortally wounded.

The object of the reconnoissance ha^dng been accomplished, T

moved back to Fisher's Hill, and I subsequently learned that

the 6th Corps iiad started for Grant's army but was brought

back alter this affair.

I remained at Fisher's Hill until the 16th observing the

enemy, with thediope that he would move back from his very

strong position on the north of Cedar Creek, and that we
would be able to get at him in a different position; but he did

not give any indications of an intention to move, nor did he

evince any purpose of attacking us, though the two positions

were in sight of each other. In the meantime there was some

skirmishing at Hupp's Hill, and some with the cavalry at

Cedar Creek on the Back Boad. On the 16th Rosser's scouts

reported a brigade of the enemy's cavalry encamped on the

F>ack Road, and detached from the rest of his force, and Rosser

was permitted to go that night, with a brigade of infantry

mounted behind the same number of cavalry, to attempt the

surprise and capture of the camp. He succeeded in surrouiid-

ing and sur])rising the camp, but it proved to be that of only

a strong picket, tlie whole of which v/as captured—the brigade

having moved its location.

At light on the morning of the 17th, the whole of my troops

were moved out in front of our lines, for the purpose of cover-

inir Rosser's return in case of diflicultv, and, after he had
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returned, Geuernl Grordoii vvus sent with a brit^ade of his divi-

Bion to Hupp's Hill, for the purpone of iiscertaiiiing by cloHe

Inspection whether the enemy's position was fortiiied, and he

i-eturned with the information that it was. I was now com-

pelled to move back for want of provisions and forage, or attack

ilie enemy in his position with the hojie of driving him from

it, and I determined to attack. As I was nijt strong enough to

attack the fortified position in front, I determined to get around

one of the enemy's flanks and attack him by surprise if I could.

After General Gordon's return from IIupp's Hill, he and Cap-

tain Hotchkiss, my topographical engineer, were sent to the

signal station on the end of Massauutten Mountain, which had

been re-established, for the purpose of examining the enemy's

position from |hat point, and General Pegram was ordered to

go as near as he could to Cedar Creek on the enemy's right

flank, and see whether it was practicable to surprise him on

that flank. Captain Hotchkiss returned to my headquarters

after dark, and reported the result of his and General Gordon's

examination, and he gave me a sketch of the enemy's position

and camps. He informed me that the enemy's left flank, which

rested near Cedar Creek, a short distance above its mouth, was
lightly picketed, and that there was but a small cavalry picket

on the l^orth Fork of the Shenandoah, below the mouth of the

creek, and he stated that, from information he had received, he

thought it was practicable to move a column of infantry between

the base of the mountain and the river, to a ford below the

mouth of the creek. He also informed me that the main body
of the enemy's cavalry was on his right flank on the Back
lload to Winchester. The sketch made by Captain Hotchkiss,

which proved to be correct, designated the roads in the enemy's

rear, and the house of a Mr. Cooley at a favourable point for

forming an attacking column, after it crossed the river, in

order to move against the enemy and strike him on the Valley

Pike in rear of his works. Upon this information, I deter-

mined to attack the enemy by moving over the ground desig-

nated by Captain Hotchkiss, if it should prove practicable to

move a column between the base of the mountain and the

river. Kext morning, General Gordon confirmed the report
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of Captain Hotchkiss, expressing confidence that the attack

could be successfully made on the enemy's left and rear, and

General Pegram reported that a movement on the enemy's

right flank would be attended with great difficulty, as the

banks of Cedar Creek on that flank were high and precipitous

and were well guarded. General Gordon and Captain Hotch-

kiss were then sei].t to examine and ascertain the practicability

of the route at the base of the mountain, and General Pegram,

at his request, was permitted to go to the signal station on the

meuntain to examine the enemy's position himself from that

point. Directions were given, in the meantime, for everything

to be in readiness to move that night (the 18th), and the divi-

sion commanders were requested to be at my quarters at two

o'clock in the afternoon, to receive their final instructions.

The river makes a circuit to the left in front of the right of

the position at Fisher's Hill and around by Strasburg, leaving

a considerable body of land between it and the mountain, on

which are several farms. Whenever Fisher's Hill had been

occupied by us, this bend of the river had been occupied by a

portion of our cavalry, to prevent the enemy from turning the

right of the position, and it was now occupied by Colonel

Payne with his cavalry numbering about 300. In order to

make the contemplated movement, it was necessary to cross

the river into this bend, and then pass between the foot of the

mountain and the river below Strasburg, where the passage

was very narrow, and cross the river again below the mouth of

Cedar Creek. The enemy's camps and positions were visible

from a signal station on Round Hill in rear of Fisher's Hill,

and had been examined by me from that point, but the dis-

tance was too great to see with distinctness. From the station

on the mountain, which immediately overlooked the enemy's

left, the view was very distinct, but I could not go to that point

myself, as the ascent was very rugged, and it required several

hours to go and come, and I could not leave my command for

that time. I had therefore, necessarily, to rely on the reports

of my officers.

General Gordon and Captain Hotchkiss, on their return,

reported the route between the mountain and river, which
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was a blind patli, to be practicable for infantry but not for

artillery, and a temporary bridge whs constructed under Cap-

tain Ilotclikiss's superintendence, at the first crossing of tlie

river on our right. The plan of attack on which I determined

was to send the three divisions of the 2nd Corps, to-wit: Gor-

don's, Ramsear's, and Pegram's, under General Gordon, over

the route which has been specified to the enemy's rear, to

make the attack at o ox-lock in the morning, which would be

a little before day-break—to move myself with Kershaw's and

Wharton's divisions, and all the artillery, along the Pike

through Strasburg, and attack the enemy on the front and left

flank as soon as Gordon should become engaged, and for K(js-

ser to move with iri's own and Wickham's brigade, on the

Back Road across Cedar Creek, and attack the enemy's cav-

alry simultaneously with Gordon's attack, while Lomax should

move by Front Roj-al, cross the river, and come to the Valley

Pike, 80 as to strike the enemy wherever he might be, of which

he was to judge by the sound of tbe firing.

At two o'clock, P. M., all the division commanders, except

Pegram, who had not returned from the mountain, came to

my headquarters, and I gave them their instructions. Gor-

don was directed to cross over into the bend of the river im-

mediately after dark, and move to the foot of the mountain,

where he would rest his troops, and move from there in time

to cross the river again and get in position at Cooley's liouse,

in the enemy's rear, so as to make the attack at the designated

hour, and he was instructed, in advancing to the attack, to

move for a house on the west side of the Valley Pike called

the ''Belle Grove House." at which it was known that Sheri-

dan's headquarters were located. A guide who knew the

country and the roads was ordered to be sent to General Gor-

don, and Colonel Payne was ordered to accompany him with

his force of cavalry, and endeavor to capture Sheridan him-

self. Kosser was ordered to move before day, in time to

attjiek at o o'clock next morning, and to endeavor to surprise

the enemy's eavalry in camp. Kershaw and Wharton were
ordered to move, at 1 (.('clock in the morning, towards Stras-

burg under my personal superintendence, and the artillery
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was ordered to coucentrate where the Pike passed through the

lineci at Fisher's Hill, and, at the hour appointed for the

attack, to move at a gallop to Hupp's llill—the movement
of the artillery being thus delayed for fear of attracting

the attention of the enemy by the rumbling of the wheels

over the macadamized road. Swords and canteens were

directed to he left in camp, so as to make as little noise

as possible. The division commanders were particularly

admonished j^s to the necessity for promptness and energy in

all their movements, and they were instructed to press the

enemy with vigour after he was encountered, and to allow him
no time to form, but to continue the pursuit until his forces should

be completely routed. They Avere also admonished of the

danger to be apprehended from a disposition to plunder the

enemy's camps by their men, and they were enjoined to take

every possible precaution against it.

Gordon moved at the appointed time, and, after he had

started. General Pegram reported to me that he had discov-

ered, from the signal station on the mountain, what he sup-

posed to be an intrenchment thrown up across the road over

which Gordon would have to advance after crossing the rivei-

the second time, and that the signal operators had informed

liim that it had been thrown up since Gordon and Ilotchkiss

made their examination; and he suggested the propriety of

attacking the enemy's left iiank at the same time Gordon made
his attack, as he would probably have more difficulty than had

been anticipated. I adojited this suggestion, and determined

to cross Kershaw's division over Cedar Creek, at Bowma]i's

Mill, a little above its mouth, and strike the enemy's left flank

simultaneously with the other attacks, of which purpose notice

was sent to General Gordon by General Pegram. At one

o'clock on the morning of tlie 19th, Ivershaw and AVhartou

moved, and T accompanied them. At tStrasburg, Kersliaw

iiioved to the right on the I'oad to Bowman's Mill, and Whar-
ton moved along the Pike to Ilap]i's Hill, with instructions

not to display his forces, but avoid tlie enemy's notice until

the attack began, when he was to move forward, support the

artillery when it came up, and send a force to get possession



nATTLE O^^ CEDAR CRKKK. • lOo

of the bridge on the Pike over the creek. I accompanied

Kershaw's division, and we got in sight of the enemy's fires at

half-past three o'clock. The moon was now shining and we
could see the camps. The division was halted under cover to

await the arrival of the proper time, and I pointed out to Ker-

shaw, and the commander of his leading brigade, the enemy's

position and described the nature of the ground, and directed

them how the attack was to be made and followed up. Ker-

shaw was directed to cross his division over the creek as

quietly as possible, and to form it into column of brigades as

he did so, and advance in that manner against the enemy's left

breastwork, extending to the right or left as might be neces-

sary. At half-past four he was ordered forward, and, a very

short time after he started, the firing from Rosser on our left,

and the picket firing at the ford at which Gordon was cross-

ing were heard. Kershaw crossed the creek without molesta-

tion and formed his division as directed, and precisely at five

o'clock his leading brigade, with little opposition, swept over

the enemy's left work, capturing seven guns, which were at

once turned on the enemy. As soon as this attack was made,

I rode as rapidly as possible to the position on Hupp's Hill to

which Wharton and the artillery had been ordered. I found

the artillery just arriving, and a very heavy fire of musketry

was now heard in the enemy's rear from Gordon's column.

Wharton had advanced his skirmishers to the creek capturing

some prisoners, but the enemy still held the works on our left

of the Pike, commanding that road and the bridge, and opened

with his artillery on us. Our artillery was immediately brought

into action and opened on the enemy, but he soon evacuated

his works, and our men from the other columns rushed into

them. Just then the sun rose, and Wharton's division and the

artillery were immediately ©rdered forward. I rode in advance
of them across the creek, and met General Gordon on the op-

posite hill. Kershaw's division had swept along the enemy's
works on the right of the Pike, which were occupied by Crook's

corps, and he and Gordon had united at the Pike, and their

divisions had pushed across it in pursuit of the enemy. The
rear division of Gordon's column (I^egrara's) was crossing the

o
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river at the time Kersliaw's attack was made, and General

Gordon moved rapidlj to Cooley's house, formed his troops

and advanced against the enemy with his own division on the

left, under Brigadier General Evans, and Ramseur's on the

right, with Pegram's in the rear supporting them. There had

been a dela.y of an hour at the river before crossing it, either

from a miscalculation of time in the dark, or because the cav-

alry which was to precede his column had not gotten up, and

the delay thus caused, for w^hich no blame is to be attached to

General Gordon, enabled the enemy partially to form his lines

after the alarm produced by Kershaw's attack, and Gor-

don's attack, which was after light, was therefore met with

greater obstinacy by the enemy than it would otherwise have

encountered, and the lighting had been severe. Gordon, how-

ever, pushed his attack with great energy, and the 19th and

Crook's corps were in complete route, and their camps, with

a number of pieces of artillery and a considerable quantity of

small arras, abandoned. The 6th corps, which was on the ene-

my's right, and some distance from the point attacked, had

had time to get under arms and take position so as to arrest

our progress. General Gordon brielly informed me of the

condition of things, and stated that Pegram's division, which

had not been previously engaged, had been ordered in. He
tiien rode to take command of his division, and I rode forward

on the Pike to ascertain the position of the enemy, in order to

contiime the attack. There was now a heavy fog, and that,

with the smoke from tlie artillery and small arms, so obscured

objects that the enemy's position could not be seen ; but I soon

came to Generals Pamseurand J^egram,who informed me that

i'egram's division had encountered a division of the <jth iH>r|»s

on the left of the Valley Pike, and, after a sharp engagement,

had driven it back on the main body of that corps, which was

in their front in a strong position. They further informed me
that their divisions were in line contronting the (Ith corps, bnt

tliat thei-e was a vacancy in the line on their right which ought

to l»e filled. 1 ordered Wharton's division forward at once,

and directed Generals Pamseur and Pegram to put it where it

vvjus re({uired. In a very short time, and while I was endeavor-
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ing to discover the enemy's line through the obscurity, Wliar-

ton's division came back in some confusion, and General

Wharton informed me that, in advancing to the position

pointed out to him by Generals liamseur and Pegram, his

division had been driven Imck by the Gth corps, which, he

said, was advancing. He pointed out the direction from which

he said the enemy was advancing, and some pieces of artillery

which had come up W'Cre brought into action. The fog soon

rose sufficiently for us to see the enemy's position on a ridge

to the west of Middletown, and it was discovered to be a strong

one. After driving back Wharton's division, he had not

advanced, but opened on us with artillery, and orders were

given for concentrating all our guns on him. In the mean
time, a force of cavalry was advancing along the Pike, and

through the fields to the right of Middletown, thus placing our

right and rear in great danger, and Wharton was ordered to

form his division at once, and take position to hold the ene-

my's cavalry in check. Wofford's brigade of Kershaw's

division, which had become separated from the other brigades,

was ordered up for the same purpose. Discovering that the

(3th corps could not be attacked with advantage on its left flank,

because the approach in that direction was through an open

flat and across a boggy stream wdth deep banks, I directed

Captain Powell, serving on General Gordon's staft", who rode

up to me while the artillery was being placed in position, tu

tell the General to advance against the enemy's right flank,

and attack it in conjunction wdth Kershaw, while a heavy fire

of artillery was opened from our right ; but as Captain Pow-
ell said he did not knov/ where General Gordon was, and

expressed some doubt about finding him, immediately after he

started, I sent Lieutenant Page, of my own stafi", with orders

for both Generals Gordon and Kershaw to make the attack.

In a short time Colonel Carter concentrated 18 or 20 guns on

the enemy, and he was soon in retreat. liamseur and Pegrarii

advanced at once to the position from which the enemy was
driven, and just then his cavalry commenced pressing heavily

on the right, and Pegram's division was ordered to move to

the north of Middletown, and take position across the Pike
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against the cavalry. Lieutenant Page had returned and in-

formed me that he delivered my order to General Kershaw,

but the latter informed him that his division was not in a con-

dition to make the attack, as it was very much scattered, and

there was a cavalry force threatening him in front. Lieuten-

ant Page also stated that lie had seen Gordon's division in

Kershaw's rear reforming, and that it was also much scattered,

and that he had not delivered the order to General Gordon,

because he saw that neither his division nor Kershaw's was in

a condition to execute it. As soon as Pegram moved, Kershaw

was ordered from the left to supply his place. I then rode to

Middletow^n to make provision against the enemy's cavalry,

and discovered a large body of it seriously threatening that

Hank, which was very much exposed. Wharton's division

and Woftbrd's brigade were put in position on Pegram's right,

and several charges of the enemy's cavalry were repulsed. I

had no cavalry on that flank except Payne's very small brig-

ade, which had accompanied Gordon, and made some captures

of prisoners and waggons. Lomax had not arrived, but 1

received a message from him, informing me that he had

crossed the river after some delay from a cavalry force guard-

ing it, and I sent a message to him requiring him to move to

Middletown as quick as possible, but, as I subsequently ascer-

tained, he did not receive that message. Rosser had attacked

the enemy promptly at the appointed time, but he had not

been able to surprise him, as he was found on the alert on that

flank, doubtless owing to the attempt at a surprise on the night

of the 16th. There was now one division of cavalry threaten-

ing my right flank, and two were on the left, near the Back

Koad, held in check by Rosser. The force of the latter was

too weak to make any impression on the enemy's cavalry, and

all he could do was to watch it. As I passed across Cedar

Creek after the enemy was driven from it, I had discovered a

number of men in the enemy's camps plundering, and one of

Wharton's battalions was ordered to clear the camps, and drive

the men to their commands. It was reported to me subse-

quently that a great number were at the same work, and I sent

uU mv staff oflicera who could be spared, to stop it if possible,
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und orders were sent to the division commanders to Bend for

their men.

After he was driven from his second position, the enemy had

taken anew position about two miles north of Middletown, and,

as soon as I had regulated matters on the right so as to prevent

his cavalry from getting in rear of that flank, I rode to the left,

for the purpose of ordering an advance. I found Ramseur and

Kershaw in line with Pegram, but Gordon had not come up.

In a short time, however, I found him coming up from the rear,

and I ordered him to take position on Kershaw's left, and

advance for the purpose of driving the enemy from his new
position—Kershaw and Eamseur being ordered to advance at

the same time. As the enemy's cavalry on our left was very

strong, and had the benefit of an open country to the rear of

that flank, a repulse at this time would have been disastrous,

and I therefore directed General Gordon, if he found the

enemy's line too strong to attack with success, not to make the

assault. The advance was made for some distance, when Gor-

don's skirmishers came back reporting a line of battle in front

behind breast works, and General Gordon did not make the

attack. It was now apparent that it would not do to press my
troops further. They had been up all night and were much
jaded. In passing over rough ground to attack the enemy in

the early morning, their own ranks had been much disordered,

and the men scattered, and it had required time to reform them.

Their ranks, moreover, were much thinned by the absence of

the men engaged in plundering the enemy's camps. The delay

which had unavoidably occurred, had enabled the enemy to

rally a portion of his routed troops, and his immense force of

cavalry, which remained intact, was threatening both of our

flanks in an open country, w^hich of itself rendered an advance

extremely hazardous. I determined, therefore, to try and hold

what had been gained, and orders were given for carrying oft'

the captured and abandoned artillery, smalls arms, and wag-

gons. A number of bold attempts were made during the sub-

sequent part of the day, by the enemy's cavalry, to break our

line on the right, but they were invariably repulsed. Late in

the afternoon, the enemy's infantry advanced against Ram-
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seur's, Kershaw's and Gordon's lines, and the attack on Ram-
seur's and Kershaw's fronts was handsomely repulsed in my
view, and I hoped that the day was finally ours, but a portion

of the enemy had penetrated an interval which was between

Evans' brigade, on the extreme left, and the rest of the line,

when that brigade gave way, and Gordon's other brigades soon

followed. General Gordon made every possible efibrt to rally

his men, and lead them back against the enemy, but without

avail. The information of this affair, with exaggerations,

passed rapidly along Kershaw's and Ramseur's lines, and their

men, under the apprehension of being flanked, commenced
falling back in disorder, though no enemy was pressing them,

and this gave me the first intimation of Gordon's condition.

At the same time the enemy's cavalry, observing the disorder

in our ranks, made another charge on our right, but was again

repulsed. Ever}^ effort was made to stop and rally Kershaw's

and Ramseur's men, but the mass of them resisted all appeals,

and continued to go to the rear without waiting for any effort

to retrieve the partial disorder. Ramseur, however, succeeded

in retaining with him two or three hundred men of his divi-

sion, and Major Goggin of Kershaw's staff, who was in com-

mand of -Conner's brigade, about the same number from that

brigade; and these men, aided by several pieces of artillery,

held the enemy's whole force on our left in check for one hour

and a half, until Ramseur was shot down mortally wounded,

and the ammunition of those pieces of artillery was exhausted.

While the latter were being replaced by other guns, the force

that had remained with Ramseur and Goggin gave way also.

Pegram's and "Wharton's divisions, and Woftbrd's brigade had

remained steadfast on the right, and resisted all efforts of the

enemy's cavalry, but no portion of this force could be moved
to the left without leaving the Pike open to the cavalry, which

would have destroyed all hope at once. Every effort to rally

the men in the rear having failed, I had now nothing left for

me but to order these troops to retire also. When they com-

menced to move, the disorder soon extended to them, but Gen-

eral Pegram succeeded in bringing back a portion of his com-

mand across Cedar Creek in an organized condition, holding
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the enemy m check, but this small force soon dissolved. A
part of Evans' brigade had been rallied in the rear, and held a

ford above the bridge for a short time, but it followed the exam-

ple of the rest. I tried to rally the men immediately after

crossing Cedar Creek, and at Hupp's Hill, but without success.

Could 500 men have been rallied, at either of these places, who
would have stood by me, I am satisfied that all my artillery

and waggons and the greater part of the captured artillery

could have been saved, as the enemy's pursuit was very feeble.

As it was, a bridge broke down on a very narrow part of the

road between Strasburg and Fisher's Hill, just above Stras-

burg, where there was no other passway, thereby blocking u]»

all the artillery, ordnance and medical waggons, and ambu-
lances which had not passed that point; and, as there was no

force to defend them, they were lost, a very small body of the

enemy's cavalry capturing them.

The greater part of the infantry was halted at Fisher's Hill,

and Eosser, whose command had retired in good order on the

Back Eoad, was ordered to that point with his cavalry. The
infantry moved back towards New Market at three o'clocd

next morning, and Rosser was left at Fisher's Hill to cover

the retreat of the troops, and hold that position until they were

beyond pursuit. He remained at Fisher's Hill until after ten

o'clock on the 20th, and the enemy did not advance to that

place while he was there. He then fell back without molesta-

tion to his former position, and established his line on Stony

Creek, across from Columbia Furnace to Edinburg, seven miles

below Mount Jackson. My other troops were halted at iSTew

Market, about seven miles from Mount Jackson, and there was
an entirely open country between the two yjlaces, they being

very nearly in sight of each other.*

*Griint says in his account of the battle of Cedar Creek : "Tiie enemy was defeated with
trreat slaughter, and the loss of the most of his artillery and trains, and the trophies he had
'aptured in the morning. Tlie wreck of his army escaped during the night, and fled in th--

direi^tion of Staunton and Lyneliburg. Pursuit was made to Mount Jackson.'' Stauton,wlii'

sfems to think it Jiis duty to improve on all Grant's statenieuts. says ;
'• The routed forces "i'

the enemy were pursued to Mount Jackson, where he arrived without an organized regi-

ment of his army. All of his artillery and thousands of prisoners fell into Sheridan's hands.
These successes closed military operations in the Shenandoah Valley, and a rebel force
appeared there no more during the ica?-."' The recklessness of these statements, of both Grant
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Lomax had moved, on tlie day of the battle, on the Front

lloyal road towards Winchester, under the impression that the

enemy was being forced back towards that place, and he did

not reach me. When he ascertained the reverse which had

taken place in the latter part of the day, he retired up the

Luray Valley to his former position at Millford, without

molestation.

My loss in the battle of Cedar Creek was twenty-three pieces

of artillery, some ordnance and medical waggons and ambu-
lances, which had been carried to the front for the use of the

troops on the field; about 1860 in killed and wounded, and

something over 1,000 prisoners. Major-General Ramseur fell

into the hands of the enemy mortally wounded, and in him,

not only my command, but the country sustained a heavy loss.

He was a most gallant and energetic olhcer whom no disaster

appalled, but his courage and energy seemed to gain new
strength in the midst of confusion and disorder. He fell at

his post fighting like a lion at bay, and his native State has

reason to Ije proud of his memory. Brigadier-General Battle

was wounded at the beginning of the fight, and other valuable

oflicers were lost. Fifteen hundred prisoners were captured

from the enemy and brought ofi:', and his loss in killed and

wounded in this action was very heavy.

This was the case of a glorious victory given up by my own
troops after they had won it, and it is to be accounted for, on

the ground of the partial demoralization caused by the plun-

der of the enemy's camps, and from the fact that tlie men
undertook to judge for themselves when it was proper to retire.

Had they but waited, the mischief on the left would have been

remedied. I have never been able to satisfy myself that the

enemy's attack, in the afternoon, was not a demonstration to

cover his retreat during tlie inglit. It certainly was not a vig-

HUii .Stanton, will appear from the above iiarrative, as well as fro)ii my subsequeut operations
ill the SlienaiK.loah Valley. Would it be believed that this wreok of my army, which fled in

sueli wild disiTiiiy before its pursuers, carried frojn the battle-field 1500 prisoners, who were
sent to IJichmoud—subsequently confronted Sheridan's whole force north of Cedar Creek.
I'nr two ilays, without his attaoki ng it, and sent out expeditions whicii captured two impor-
tant posts, with over 1000 prisoners and several pieces of artilleiy, in the limits of yheridan's
command? Yot such wae tho case.
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oroiis one, as is shown by the fact that the very small force

with Eamseur and Goggin held him in cheek so long; and the

loss in killed and wounded in the division which first gave

way, was not heavy, and was the least in numbers of all but

one, though it w^as the third in strength, and its relative loss

was the least of all the divisions, I read a sharp lecture to

my troops, in an address published to them a few days after

the battle, but I have never attributed the result to a want of

courage on their part, for I had seen them perform too many
prodigies of valor to doubt that. There was an individuality

about the Confederate soldier which caused him to act often in

battle according to his own opinions, *_and thereby impair his

own efficiency; and the tempting bait offered by the rich

plunder of the camps of the enemy's w^ell-fed and well-clothed

troops, v/as frequently too great for our destitute soldiers, and

caused them to pause in the career of victory.

Had my cavalry been sufficient to contend with that of the

enemy,- the route in the morning would have been complete;

as it was, I had only about 1200 cavalry on the field under

Rosser, and Lomax's force, which numbered less than 1700,

did not get up. My infantry and artillery was about the same
strength as at Winchester. The reports of the ordnance offi-

cers showed in the hands of ni}' troops about 8,800 muskets,

in round numbers as follows: in Kershaw's division 2,700,

Kamseur's 2,100, Gordon's 1,700, Pegram's 1,200, and Wliar-

ton's 1,100. Making a moderate allowance for the men left to

guard the camps and the signal station on the mountain, as

well as for a few sick and wounded, I went into this battle

with about 8,500 muskets and a little over forty pieces of

artillery.

The book containing the reports of the Chief Surgeon of

Sheridan's cavalry corps, which has been mentioned as cap-

tured at this battle, showed that Sheridan's cavalry numbered
about 8,700 men for duty a few days previous, and from infor-

mation which I had received of reinforcements sent him, in

the way of recruits and returned convalescents, I am satisfied

that his infantry force was fully as large as at Winchester.

P
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Sheridan was absent in the morning at the beginning of the

fight, and had returned in the afternoon before the change in the

fortunes of the day. Nevertheless, I saw no reason to change

the estimate I had formed of him.*

It may be asked, why with my small force I made the

attack ? I can only say we had been fighting large odds

during the whole war, and I knew there was no chance of les-

sening them. It was of the utmost consequence that Sheridan

should be prevented from sending troops to Grant, and Gene-

ral Lee, in a letter received a day or two before, had expressed

an earnest desire that a victory should be gained in the Valley

if possible, and it could not be gained without fighting for it.

I did hope to gain one ])y surprising the enemy in his camp,

and then thought and still think I would have had it, if my
directions liad been strictly complied with, and my troops had
a\\\aited my orders to retire.f

CLOSE OF THE VALLEY CAMPAIGIS^

After the return from Cedar Creek, the main body of my
troops remained in their camp for the rest of the month witli-

out disturbance, but on the 26th of October the enemy's cav-

alry attacked Lomax at Millford and, after sharjt fighting, was

*The retreat of the main body of liis army liad been arrested, and a new line formed

beliind breastworks of rails, before Sheridan arrived on tlie field ; and lie still had immense
odds against me when he made the attaek in the afternoon.

t A silly story was circulated and even published in the pa!:)ers, that this battle was planned

and conducted Ijy one of my subordinates up to a certain point, when my arrival on tiie field

stopped tlie pursuit and arrested the victory. Ao officer or soldier on that day received an

order from me to halt, unless he was going to the rear. My orders were to press the enemy
from the Ijeginninp; and give him no time to form, and when T loiiud that my troops had
halted, I endeavoured to advance again, but I discovered it would not do to press tliem fur-

ther. Tliose who have known me from my youth, as well as those who came in contact with

ijie <lurinf; the war, know that 1 was not likely to permit any other to plan a battle for me, or

assuine my duties in any particular. Yet I was always willing to receive and adopt valuable

suggestions from any of my officers.

Th'^re wa» another false report as to my personal lial)its dining the Valley Campaign, whicii

obtained some circulation and credence, but which I would not notice, except for the fact

that it was riiferred to on the floor of the Confederate Senate by two members of that body.

The utter falsehood of this report was well known to .tII my statf and General officers, as well

as to all others who associated with me.
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repulsed. Having heard that Sheridan was preparing to send

troops to Grant, and that the Manassas Gap Railroad waB

being repaired, I moved down the Valley again on the 10th of

November. I had received no reinforcements, except about

350 cavalry under General Cosby from Breckenridge's depart-

ment in Southwestern Virginia, some returned convalescents,

and several hundred conscripts who had been on details which

had been revoked. On the 11th, on our approach to Cedar

Creek, it was found that the enemy had fallen back towards

Winchester, after having fortified and occupied a position on

Hupp's Hill subsequently to the battle of Cedar Creek.

Colonel Payne drove a small body of cavalry through Middle-

town to Newtown, and I followed him and took position south

of the latter place and in view of it. Sheridan's main force

was found posted north of ISTewtown, in a position which he

was engaged in fortifying. I remained in front of him during

the 11th and 12th, Rosser being on my left ilank on the Back
Road, and Lomax on my right between the Valley Pike and

the Front Royal road, with one brigade (McCausland's) at Ce-

darville on the latter road. Rosser had some skirmishing with

the enemy's cavalry on the 11th, and on the 12th two divisions

advanced against him, and after a heavy fight the enemy v/as

repulsed and some prisoners captured. Colonel Payne, who
was operating immediately in my front, likewise had a sharp

engagement with a portion of the enemy's cavalry and defeated

it. When Rosser was heavily engaged, Lomax was ordered

to his assistance with a part of his command, and, during liis

absence, late in the afternoon, Powell's division of the ene-

my's cavalry attacked McCauslaud at Cedarville, and, after a

severe fight, drove him back across the river with the loss ot

two pieces of artillery. At the time of this aflair, a blustering

wind was blowing and the tiring could not be heard ; and

nothing w^as known of McCausland's misfortune until after wo
commenced retiring that night. In these cavalry tights three

valuable officers were killed, namely : Lieutenant Colonel

Marshall of Rosser's brigade, Colonel Radford of McCausland's

brigade, and Captain Harvie of McCausland's staft".

Discovering that the enemy continued to fortify his positiu)!.
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and yliowed no disposition To come out of liis lines with Lis

infantry, and not being- willing to attack him in his intrench-

ments, after the reverses T had met with, I determined to re-

tire, as we ^vere beyond the reach of supplies. After dark on

tlie 12tli, we moved to Fisher's Hill, and next day returned in

the direction of jSTew-Mai-ket, where we arrived on the 14th,

no effort at pursuit being made. I discovered by this move-

ment that no troops had been sent to Grant, and that the pro-

ject of repairing the Manassas Gap Railroad had been

abandoned.*

Shortly after our return to iS'ew-Market, Kershaw's division

was returned to General Lee, and Cosby's cavalry to Brecken-

ridge. On the 22nd of iSTovember two divisions of the enemy's

cavalry advanced to Mount Jackson, after having driven in our

cavalry pickets. A part of it crossed over the river into

Meem's bottom at the foot of Kude's Hill, but was driven back

by a portion of my infantry, and the whole retreated, being

pursued by Wickham's brigade, under Colonel Munford, to

Woodstock.

On the 27th, liosser crossed Great Xorth Mountain into Har-

dy County, with his own and Payne's brigade, and, about the

29th, surprised and captured the fortified post at 'New Creek,

on the Baltimore and Ohio rail-road. At this j)lace, two regi-

ments of cavalry with their arms and colours were captured,

and eight pieces of artillery and a very large amount of ord-

nance, quarter master, and commissary stores fell into our

hands. The prisoners, numbering 800, four pieces of artillery,

and some waggons and horses, were brought off, the other

guns, which were heavy siege pieces, being spiked, and their

carriages and a greater part of the stores destroyed. Rosser

also brought off several hundred cattle and a large number of

wheep from Hampshire and Hardy counties.

This expedition closed the material operations of the cam-

paign of 1864 in the Shenandoah A^alley, and, at that time, the

* Prom Grant's account of the battle of Cedar Creek, it would be supposed that the Cth

Corps was returned to the army of the Potomac immediately after that battle, but the truth

i;; that no troops were sent from Sheridan's army until in December, when the cold weather
had put an end to all operations in the field by infantry.
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enemy held precisely tlie same portion of that valley, which

he held before the opening of the campaign in the spring, and

no more, and the headquarters of his troops were at the same

place, to-wit: "Winchester. There was this difference liow-

ever: at the beginning of the campaign, he held it with com-

paratively a small force, and at the close, he was compelled to

employ three corps of infantry and one of cavalry, for that

purpose, and to guard the approaches to Washington, Mary-

land, and Pennsylvania. When I was detached from General

Lee's army. Hunter was advancing on Lynchburg, 170 miles

south of Winchester, with a very considerable force, and

threatening all of General Lee's communications with a very

serious danger. By a rapid movement, my force had been

thrown to Lynchburg, just in time to arrest Hunter's march

into that place, and he had been driven back and forced to

escape into the mountains of Western Virginia, with a loss of

ten pieces of artillery, and subsequent terrible suft'ering to his

troops. Maryland and Pennsylvania had been invaded, Wash-
ington threatened and thrown into a state of frantic alarm, and

Grant had been compelled to detach two corps of infantry and

two divisions of cavalry from his army. Five or six thousand

prisoners had been captured from the enemy and sent to Rich-

mond, and, according to a published statement by Sheridan,

his army had lost 13,831, in killed and wounded, after he took

command of it. Heavy losses had been inflicted on that army

by my command, before Sheridan went to the Valley, and the

whole loss could not have been far from double my entire

force. The enemy moreover had been deprived of the use of

the Baltimore and Ohio rail-road, and the Chesapeake and

Ohio canal, for three months. It is true that I had lost many
valuable officers and men, and about 60 pieces of artillery,

counting those lost by Ramseur and McCausland, and not de-

ducting the 19 pieces captured from the enemy; but I think I

may safely state that the fall of Lynchburg with its foundries

and factories, and the consequent destruction of General Lee's

communications, would have rendered necessary the evacua-

tion of Richmond, and that, therefore, the fall of the latter

place had been prevented; and, by my subsequent operations,
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Grant's operations against Lee's army had been materially

impeded, and for some time substantially suspended.

My loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners, at Winchester and

Fisher's Hill, had been less than 4,000, and, at Cedar Creek,

about 3,000, but the enemy has attempted to magnify it to a

much larger figure, claiming as prisoners several thousand

more than my entire loss. How he makes out his estimate is

not for me to explain. He was never scrupulous as to the

kinds of persons of whom he made prisoners, and the state-

ments of the Federal oflicers were not always confined to the

truth, as the world has probably learned. I know that a num-
ber of prisoners fell into the enemy's hands, who did not be-

long to my command : such as cavalry men on details to get

fresh horses, soldiers on leave of absence, conscripts on special

details, citizens not in the service, men employed in getting

supplies for the departments, and stragglers and deserters from

other commands.

My army during the entire campaign had been self sustain-

ing, so far as provisions and forage were concerned, and a con-

siderable number of beef cattle had been sent to General Lee's

army; and when the difiiculties under which I laboured are

considered, I think I may confidently assert that I had done as

well as it was possible for me to do.*

*Some attempts have been made to compare my campaign m the Valley with that of Gen-

eral Jackson in the same district, in order to cast censure on me; but sucli comparison is not

necessary for the vindication of tlie fame of that great leader, and it is most unjust to me,

as tlie circumstances under which we operated were so entirely dissimilar. It was my for-

ume to serve under General Jackson, after his Valley campaign until his death, and I have

the satisfaction of knowing that 1 enjoyed his confidence, which was signally shown in his

last official act towards me ; and no one admires his character and reveres his memory more
llian I do. It is not therefore witli any view to detract Irom his merits, that I mention the fol-

liiwing facts, but to show how improper it is to compare our campaigns, with a view of con-

trasting their merits. 1st. General Jackson did not have the odds opposed to him which I

had, and his troops were composed entirely of the very best material which entered into the

(composition of our armies, that i^i the men who came out voluntarily in the beginning of tlie

war ; while my command, though comprising all the principal organizations which were with

him did not contain 1,500 of the men who had participated in the first Valley campaign, and

there was a like falling off" in the other organizations with me, which had not been with Gen.

Jackson in that campaign. This was owing to the losses in killed and disabled, and prisoners

who were not exchanged. Besides the old soldiers whose numbers were so reduced, my
command was composed of i-ecruits and conscripts. 2nd. General Jackson's cavalry was

not outnumbered by the enemy, and it was far superior in efficiency—Ashby being a. host in

liimself; while my cavalry was more than trebled in numbers, and far excelled in arms,

equipments, and horses, by that of the enemy. 3rd. The Valley, at the time of his cam-
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Shortly after Rosser's return from the New Creek expedi-

tion, Colonel Miinford was sent with Wickham's brigade to the

counties of Hardy and Pendleton, to procure forage for hia

horses, and, cold weather having now set in so as to prevent

material operations in the field, the three divisions of the 2nd

Corps were sent, in succession, to General Lee,—Wharton's

division, the cavalry, and most of the artillery being retained

with me.

On the 16th of December, I broke up the camp at Xew-Mar-
ket, and moved back towards Staunton, for the purpose of

establishing my troops on or near the Central railroad

—

Lomax's cavalry, except one brigade left to watch the Luray

Valley, having previously moved across the Blue Ridge, so as

to be able to procure forage. ^Cavalrv pickets were left in front

of !N"ew-Market, and telegraphic communications kept up with

that place, from which there was communication with the

lower Valley, by means of signal stations on the northern end

of Massanutten Mountain, and at Ashby'sGap in the Blue

Ridge, which overlooked the enemy's camps and the surround-

ing country.

The troops had barely arrived at their new camps, when
information was received that the enemy's cavalry was in

motion. On the 19th, Custar's division moved from "Winches-

ter towards Staunton, and, at the same time, two other divi-

sions of cavalry, under Torbert or Merrit, moved across by

Front Royal and Chester Gap towards Gordonsville. This

information having been sent me by signal and telegraph,

Wharton's division was moved, on the 20th, through a liail-

paign, was teeming witli provisions and forage from one end to the other; while my com-
mand had very great difficulty in obtaining provisions for the men, and had to rely almost
entirely on the grass in the open fields for forage. 4th. When General Jackson was pressed
and had to retire, as well when he fell back before Banks in the spring of ISOi', as, later, when
he retired before Fremont to prevent Sliields from getting in his rear, the condition of the
water courses was such as to enable him to stop the advance of one column, In- Inirning the

bridges, and then fall upon and defeat another colimiu; and, when hard pressed, place his

troops in a position of security, until a favorable opportunity offered for attacking th.-

enemy; while all tlie water courses were low and fordable, and the whole country was open
in my front, on my flanks, and in my rear, during my entire campaign. These facts do not
detract from the merits of General Jackson's campaign in the slightest degree, and far be it

from me to attempt to obscure his well earned and richly deserved fame. They only show
that I ought not to be condemned for not doing what he did.
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storm, towards Harrisonburg, and Rosser ordered to the front

with all the cavalry he could collect. Custar's division reached

Lacy's Spring, nine miles north of Harrisonburg, on the

evening of the 20tli, and, next morning before day, Rosser,

with about 600 men of his own and Payne's brigades, attacked

it in camp, and drove it back down the Valley in some con-

fusion. Lomax had been advised of the movement towards

Gordonsville, and, as soon as Custer was disposed of, Whar-

ton's division was moved back, and on the 23rd a portion of it

was run on the railroad to Charlottesville—Munford, who had

DOW returned from across the great ISTorth Mountain, being

ordered to the same place. On my arrival at Charlottesville

on the 23rd, I found that the enemy's two divisions of cavalry,

wdnch had crossed the Blue Eidge had been held in check

near Gordonsville b}' Lomax, until the arrival of a brigade of

infantry from Richmond, when they retired precipitately. T

returned to the Valley and establislied my lieadquarters at

Staunton
—

"Wharton's division and tlie artiller}- being en-

camped east of t^iat place, and Rosser's cavalry west of it;

and thus closed the operations of 1864 with me.*

* At the close of the year 1864, Grant's plans for the campaign in Virginia had been baffled,

and he had merelj- attained a position on James River, which he might have occupied at the

hegiuuing of the cainpaign without opposition. So far as the two armies, with which the

campaign was opened, were concerned, he had sustained a defeat, and, if the contest had

been between those two armies alone, his would have been destroyed. But, unfortunately,

he had the means of reinforcing and recruifing his army to an almost unlimited extent, and

there were no means of recruiting General Lee's. Four years of an unexampled struggle

had destroyed the finances of the Confederate Government, and exhausted the material out

of which an army could be raised. General Lee had performed his task as a military com-

mander, but the. Government was unable to furnish him the means of properly continuins

the war ; and he had therefore to begin the campaign of ISOo with tlie remnant of his army

of the previous year, while a new draft and heavy reinforcements from other quarters had

furnished his opponent with a new army and largely increased numbers. The few detailed

men sent to General Lee, after the revocationof their details, added nothing to the strength

of his army, but were a positive injury to it. The ma.ss of them had desired to keep out of

the service, because they had no stomach for the fight, and when forced into it, they but

served to disseminate dissatisfaction in the ranks of the army. Some writers who never

•-xposed their own precious persons to the bullets of the enemy, have written very glibly

iiliout the desertions from tlie army. Now, God forbid that I should say one word in justifi-

• •ation of desertion under any circumstances. J had no toleration fur it during the war, and

never failed to sanction and order the execution of sentences for tlie extreme penaUy f(.>r

that offence, when submitted to me; but some palliation was to be found for the conduct of

many of those who did desert, in the fact that they did so to go to the aid of their

families, who they knew were suffering for the necessaries of life, while mahy able-bodied

young men remained at home, in peace and plenty, under exemptions and details.. The

duty to defend one's country exists independently of any law, and the latter is made to

enforce, not create, the obligation. By the law, or the unwise administration of it, a,man



OPERATIONS IN 18 65

On the 2nd of January, 1865, 1 had a consultation with Gen.

Lee at Richmond, ahout tlie difficulties of my position in the

Valley, and he told me that he had left me there with the small

command which still remained, in order to produce the impres-

sion that the force was much larger than it really was, and he

instructed mc to do the hest I could.

Before I returned from Richmond, Rosser started, with

between 300 and 400 picked cavalry, for the post of Beverly

in Western Virginia, and, on the 11th, surprised and captured

the place, securing over live hundred prisoners and some stores.

This expedition was made over a very mountainous country,

amid the snows of an unusually severe winter. Rosser's loss

was vejL\v light, but Lieutenant-Colonel Cook of the 8th Vir-

ginia cavalry, a most gallant and etiicieut otficer, lost his leg

in the attack, and had to be lett behind.

The great drought during the summer of 1864, had made
the corn crop in the Valley a very short one, and, as^^Sheridan

had destroyed a considerable quantity of small grain and hay,

I found it impossible to sustain the horses of my cavalry and

may be exempted from enforced service, buc he cannot be released from the sacred duty
of defending his country against invasion. Those able-bodied men wlio flocked abroad to

•ivoid service, and were so blatant in their patriotism when beyond the reach of danger, as I

have had occasion to learn in my wanderings, as well as those who sought exemptions and
details under the law, with a view to avoid the dangers and hardships of tlie war, were to al!

intents and purposes deserters, and morally more criminal than the poor soldier, wiio, in thn

agony of his distress for the sufferings of his wife and little ones at home, yielded to tlie

temptation to abandon his colours. There were some cases of exemptions and details,

where the persons obtaining them could be more useful at home than in the field, and those
who sought them honestly on that account are not subject to the above strictures, but there
were many cases where the motives were very different. The men whose names form the
roll of honor for the armies of the Confederate States, are those who voluntarily entered tiie

service in the beginning of the war, or as soon as thej' were able to bear arms, and served
faithfully to the end, or until killed or disabled ; and I would advise the unmarried amouf
my fair countrywomen to clioose their husbands from' among the survivors of this class, and
not from among the skulkers. By following this advice, they may not obtain as much pelf,

but they may rest assured that they will not be the mothers of cowards, and their posterity
will have no cause to blush for the conduct of their progenitors.

Q
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artillery where they were, and forage could not be obtained

from elsewhere. I was therefore compelled to send Fitz Lee'B

two brigades to General Lee, and Lomax's cavalry was brought

from across the Blue Ritlge, where the country was exhausted

of forage, and sent west into the counties of Pendleton, liigh-

land, Bath, Alleghany, and Greenbrier, where hay could be

obtained. Rosser's brigade had to be temporarily disbanded,

and the men allowed to go to their homes with their horses, to

sustain them, with orders to report when called on.—One or

two companies, whose homes were down the Valley, being

required to picket and scout in front of iSTew Market. The

men and horses of Lieutenant-Colonel King's artillery were

sent to South-Western Virginia to be wintered, and most of

the horses of the other battalions were sent off, under care of

some of the men, who undertook to forage them until spring.

I^^elson's battalion, with some pieces of artillery with their

horses, was retained with me, and the remaining othcers and

7nen of the other battalions were sent, under the charge of

Colonel Carter, to General Lee, to man stationary batteries on

his lines. Brigadier-General Long, who had been absent on

sick leave for some time and had returned, remained with me,

and most of the guns which were without horses were sent to

Lynchburg by railroad. This was a deplorable state of things,

but it could not be avoided, as the horses of the cavalry and

artillery would have perished had they been kept in the Valley.

Echols' brigade of Wharton's division was subsequently sent

to South-Western Virginia, to report to General Echols for

special duty, and McNeil's company of partizan rangers and

Woodson's company of unattached Missouri cavalry were sent

rr> the County of Hardy—Major Harry Gilmor being likewise

ordered to that Count}', with the remnant of his battalion, to

take charge of the whole, and operate against the Baltimore

and Ohio railroad ; but he was surprised and captured there,

at a private house, soon after his arrival. Two very small bri-

gades of Wharton's division, and Xelson's battalion with the

few pieces of artillery which had been retained, were left as

my whole available force, and these were in winter quarters

near Fisherville, on tlie Central railroad between Staunton and
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Waynesboro. The telegraph to New Market and the signal

stations from there to the lower Valley were kept up, and a few

scouts sent to the rear of the enemy, and in this way was my
front principally picketed, and I kept advised of the enemy's

movements. Henceforth my efficient and energetic signal offi-

cer, Captain "Wilbourn, was the commander of my advance

];)icket line.

The winter was a severe one, and all material operations

were suspended until its close. Late in February, Lieutenant

Jesse Mci^ei], who was in command of his father's old com-

pany, with forty or fifty men of that company and "Woodson's,

made a dash into Cumberland, Maryland, at night, and cap-

tured and brought oft" Mnjor-Generals Crook and Kelly with a

staff' officer of the latter, though there were at the time several

thousand troops in and around Cumberland. The father of

this gallant young officer had performed many daring exploits

during the war, and had accompanied me into Maryland, doing

good service. When Sheridan was at Harrisonburg, in Octo-

ber, 1864, Captain McIS^eil had burned the bridge at Edinburg

in his rear, and had attacked and captured the guard at the

bridsre at ]Mount Jackson, but in this affair he received a verv

severe wound from which he subseqnentl}'' died. Lieutenant

Baylor of liosscr's brigade, who was in Jefferson County with

his company, made one or two dashes on the enemy's outposts

during the winter, and, on one occasion, captured a train loaded

with supplies, on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad.

On the 20tli of February, an order was issued by General

Lee, extending my command over the Department of South-

western Virginia and East Tennessee, previously commanded
by General Brockeuridge—the latter having been made Secre-

tary of War.

On the 27th, Sheridan started from Winchester up the V^ai-

ley with a heavy force, consisting, according to the statement

of Grant, in his report^ of " two divisions of cavalry, number-

ing about 5,000 each." I had been informed of the prepar-

ations for a movement of some kind, some days previous, and

tho information had been telegraphed to General Lee. As
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soon as Sheridan started, I was informed of the fo.ct by signa.

and telegraph, and orders were immediately sent by telegraph

to Lomax, whose headquarters were at Millboro, on the Cen-

tral raih'oad, forty miles west of Staunton, to get together all

of his cavalry as soon as possible. Rosser was also directed to

collect all of his men that he could, and an order was sent by

telegraph to General Echols, in South-Western Virginia, to

send his brigade by rail to Lynchburg. My own headquarters

were at Staunton, ])ut there were no troops at that place except

a local provost guard, and a company of reserves, composed

of boys under 18 years of ago, which was acting under orders

of the Conscript Bureau. Orders were therefore given for the

immediate removal of all stores from that place. liosser suc-

ceeded in collecting a little over 100 men, and with these he

attempted to check the enemy at Xorth River, near Mount

Crav/ford, on the 1st of March, but w^as unable to do so.

On the afternoon of that da}', the enemy approached to within

three or four miles of Staunton, and I then telegraphed to

Lomax to concentrate his cavalry at Pond Gap, in Augusta

County, southwest of Staunton, and to follow and annoy the

enemy should he move towards Lynchburg, and rode out of

town towards Waynesboro, after nil the stores had been

removed.

Wharton and Nelson were ordered to move to Waynesboro

'!>v' light next morning, and on that morning the (2nd) their

commands were put in position on a ridge covering Waynes-

boro on the west and just outside of the town. My object, in

taking this position was to secure the removal of five pieces

of artillery for which there were no horses, and some stores

still in W^aj'uesboro, as well as to present a bold front to the

enemy, and ascertain the object of his movement, which I

could not do very well if I took refuge at once in the moun-

tain. The last report for "Wharton's command showed 1,200

men for duty ; but, as it was exceedingly inclement, and rain-

ing and freezing, there were not mor« than 1,000 muskets on

the line, and Nelson had six pieces of artillery. I did not

intend making my final stand on this ground, yet I was satis-

fied tliat if my men would fight, which I had no reason to
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doubt, I could hold the enemy in check until night, and then

cross the river and take position in Rockfish Gap ; for I had

done more ditficult things than that during the war. About

12 o'clock in the day, it was reported to ino that the enemy

was advancing, and I rode out at once on the lines, and soon

discovered about a brigade of cavalry coming up, on the road

from Staunton, on which the artillery opened, when it retired

out of range. The enemy manoeuvred for some time in our

front keeping out of reach of our guns until late in the after-

noon, Avhen I discovered a force moving to our left. I imme-

diately sent a messenger with notice of this fact to General

Wharton, who was on that flank, and with orders for him to

lookout and provide for the enemy's advance; and another

messenger, with notice to the guns on the left, and directions

for them to fire towards the advancing force, which could not

be seen from where they were. The enemy soon made an

attack on our left flank, and I discovered the men on that flank

giving back. Just then. General Wharton, who had not

received my message, rode up to me and I pointed out to him

the disorder in his line, and ordered him to ride immediately

to that point and rectify it. Before he got back, the troops

gave way on the left, after making very slight resistance, and

soon everything was in a state of confusion and the men com-

menced crossing the river. I rode across it myself to try and

stop them at the bridge and check the enemy, but they could

not be rallied, and the enemy forded the river above and got

in our rear. I now saw that everything was lost, and, after

the enemy had got between the mountain and the position

where I was, and retreat was thus cut oft", I rode aside into the

woods, and in that way escaped capture. I went to the top of

a hill to reconnoitre, and had the mortification of seeing the

greater part of my command being carried off" as prisoners,

and a force of the enemy moving rapidly towards Rockfish

Gap. I then rode v*'ith the greater part of my staft' and 15 or

20 others, including General Long, across the mountain, north

of the Gap, with the hope of arriving at Greenwood depot, to

which the stores had been removed, before the enemy reached

that place ; but, on getting near it, about dark, we discovered
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the enemy m possession. Wo then roclo to Jarman's Gap^

about three miles from the depot, and remained there all night,

as the night was exceedingly dark, and the ice rendered it

impossible for us to travel over the rugged roads.

The only solution of this affair which I can give, is that

my men did not fight as I had expected them to do. Had
they done so, I am satisfied that the enemy could have been

repulsed ; and I was and still am of opinion that the attack at

Waynesboro was a mere demonstration to cover a movement
to the south towards Lynchburg. Yet some excuse is to bo

made for my men, as they know that they were weak and the

enemy very strong.

The greater part of m}^ command was captured, as was also

the artillery, which, with five guns on the cars at Greenwood,

made eleven pieces. Very few were killed or wounded on

either side. The only person killed on our side that I have

ever heard of was Colonel William II. Harmon, who had for-

merly been in the army, but then held a civil appointment

;

and he was shot in the streets of Waynesboro, cither after he

had been made prisoner, as some said, or while he was

attempting to make his escape after everything was over. My
aide, Lieutenant William G. Caliowaj', who had been sent to

the left with one of the messages, and my medical director.

Surgeon 11. McGuiro, had the misfortune to fall into the

hands of the enemy. All the waggons of Wharton's command
were absent getting supplies ; but those we had with us, inclu-

ding the ordnance and medical waggons, and my own baggage

waggon, fell into the hands of the enemy.*

* Grant, iii speaking of this aftUir, says: "He (Slieridan) entered Stailnton on tlie 2nd, the

enemy having retreated on Waynesboro. Thence he piislied on to Waynesboro, where he

found the enemy in force in an intrenched position, under General Early. Without stop-

ping to make a reconnoissanee, an immediale attack was made, the position was carried,

and l.GOO prisoners, II pieces of artillery, with liorses and caissons complete, 200 waggons

and teams loaded with subsistence, and 17 battle-flags were captured." This is all very

brilliant; but, unfortunately for its truth, Sheridan was not at Waynesboro, but was at Staun-

ton, whore he had stopped with a. part of his force; while the affair at Waynesboro was con*

ducted by one of his subordinates. The strength of my force has already been stated, and

it was not in an intrenched position. I am not able to say how many prisoners were taken,

but I know that they were more than my command numbered, as a very considerable num-

ber of recently exchanged and paroled prisoners were at the time in the Valley, on leave of

absence from General Lee's army. I not only did not have 2J0 waggons or anything like it,

but l>ad no uso for them. Where the 17 battk-aaga coali have bcea gotten, I cauuot

Imogiao.
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On the 3rd, I rode, with the party that was with me, towards

Charlottesville; but, on getting near that place, wc found the

enemy entering it. Wc had then to turn back and go by a

circuitous route under the mountains to Gordonsville, as the

Rivanna River and other streams were very much swollen.

On arriving at Gordonsville I found General Wharton, who
had made his escape to Charlottesville on the night of the af-

fair at Waynesboro, and he was ordered to Lynchburg, by the

way of the Central and Southside Railroads, to take command
of Echols' brigade, and aid in the defence of the city. General

Long was ordered to report to General Lee at Petersburg.

The alfair at AVaynesboro diverted Sheridan from Lynch-

burg, which he could have captured without difficulty, had he

followed Hunter's route, and not jumped at the bait unwilliog-

ly offered him, by the capture of my force at the former place.

His deHection from the direct route to the one by Charlottes-

ville, was without adctj^uate object, and resulted in the abandon-

ment of the effort to capture Lynchburg, or to cross the James

River to the south side. He halted at Charlottesville for two

or three days, and then moved towards James River belo\\'

Lynchburg, when, being unable to cross that river, he crossed

over the Rivanna at its mouth, and then moved by the way of

Frederick's Hall on the Central Railroad, and Ashland on the

R. F. & P. Railroad, across the South and JSTorth Annas, and

down the Pamunkey to the White House.

At Gordonsville about 200 eavahy were collected under

Colonel Morgan, of the 1st Virginia Cavalry, and, with this

force, I watched the enemy for several days while ho was at

Charlottesville, and when he was endeavoring to cross the

James River. When Sheridan had abandoned this effort, and

on the day he reached the vicinity of Ashland, while I was

riding on the Louisa Court House and Richmond road,

towards the bridge over the South Anna, with about 20 cav-

alry, I came very near being captured by a body of 300 cav-

alry sent after me, but I succeeded in eluding the enemy with

most of those who were with me, and reached Richmond at

two o'clock next morning, after passing twice between the
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enemy's camps and his pickets. My Adjutant General, Cap-

tain Moore, however, was captured, but made his escape.

Lomax had succeeded in collecting a portion of his cavalry

and reaching Lynchburg, where he took position on the north

bank of the river, but the enemy avoided that place. Rosser

had collected a part of his brigade and made an attack, near

Xew-Market, on the guard which was carrying back the pris-

oners captured at Waynesboro, with the view of releasing them,

but he did not succeed in that object, though he captured a piece

of artillery; the guard was compelled to retire in great haste.

He then moved towards Richmond on Sheridan's track.

After consultation with General Lee, at his headquarters

near Petersburg, Rosser's and McCausland's brigades were

ordered to report to him under the command of General Ros-

ser, and I started for the Valley, by the way of Lynchburg, to

reorganize what was left of my command. At Lynchburg a

dispatch was received from General Echols, stating that

Thomas was moving in East Tennessee, and threatening South-

western Virginia with a heavy force, and I immediately went

on the cars to Wytheville. From that place I went with Gen-

eral Echols to Bristol, on the state line between Virginia and

Tennessee, and it was ascertained beyond doubt that some

important movement l>y the enemy was on foot. V"e then

returned to Abingdon, and while I was engaged in endeavor-

ins: to orsranize the small force in that section, so as to meet

the enemy in the best way we could, I received, on the .SOth of

March, a telegraphic dispatch from General Lee, directing me
to turn over the command in Southwestern Virginia to Gene-

ral Echols, and in the Valley to General Lomax, and inform-

ing me tliat he would address a letter to me at my home. I

complied at once with this order, and thus terminated my mil-

itary career.
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lu the afternoon of tlie SOtli of March, after' having turned

over the commaud to General Echols, I rode to Marion in

Smythc county, and was taken that night with a cold and

eough^ so .violent as to produce hemorrhage from the lungs,

and prostrate me for several days in a very dangerous condi-

tion. While I was in this situation, a heavy cavalry force

under Stoneman, from Thomas' army in Tennessee, moved
through Xorth Carolina to the east, and a part of it came into

Virginia from the main column, and struck the Virginia and
Tennessee Railroad at jSTew Hiver, east of Wytheville ; whence,

after destroying the bridge, it moved east, cutting otTall com-

munication with Richmond, and then crossed over into Xorth
Carolina. As soon as I was in a condition to be moved, I was
cirried on the railroad to Wytheville, and was proceeding

thence to mv home, in an ambulance under the charg-e of a

surgeon, when I received, most unexpectedly, the news of the

surrender of General Lee's army. Without the slightest feci-

ing of irreverence, I will say, that the sound of the last trump
would not have been more unwelcome to niy ears.

Under the disheartening influence of the sad news I had
received, I proceeded to my home, and I subsequently

received a letter from General Lee, dated on the 30th of

March, explaining the reasons for relieving me from command.
As a copy of that letter has been published in Virginia, with-

out any knowledge or agency on my part, it is appended to

this narrative. The letter itself, which was written on the

very day of the commencement of the attack on General Lee's

lines which resulted in the evacuation of Eichmoud, and just

ten days before the surrender of the Army of ]N"orthern Vir-

ginia, has a historical interest ; for it shows that our great

commander, even at that late day, was anxiously and earnest-

ly contemplating the continuation of the struggle with unaba-

ted vigor, and a full determination to make available every

element of success.
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Immediately after tiie battle of Cedar Creek, I liad written

a letter to General Lee, stating my willingness to be relieved

from command, if he deemed it necessary for tlie public inter-

ests, and I should have been content with the course pursued

towards me, had his letter not contained the expressions of

personal confidence in me which it does; for I knew that, in

everything he did as coinmander of our armies, General Lee
was actuated solely by an earnest and ardent desire for the

riuccess of the cause of liis country. As to those among mv
<'onntrymen v^'ho judged me Ijarshly, I have not a word of

reproach. When there w^as so much at stake, it was not un-

natural that persons entirely ignorant of tiie facts, and forming

their opinions from the many i'alse repoits set afioat in a tiirif

of terrible war and piddic sutfei'ing, should pass prroncous and

severe judgments on tiiose commanders wbo met v/itli

reverses.

r was not emin-aced in the terms of General Lee"s sm-render

or tjjiit of General fluhnston, and, as the order relieving me
from command had also relieved me from all embarrassment

as to the troops Avhich had beeii under me, as soon as I was in

a condition to travel, I started on horseback to the Trans-Mis-

sissippi Department, to join the army of General Kirby Smith,

should it hold out ; with the hope of at least meeting an hon-

orable deatli while fighting under the fiag of my country.

Before I reached that Department, Smith's army had also been

su)-rendered, and, without giving a parole or incurring any

obligation whatever to the L^nited States authorities, after :i

lono;, wearv and dano-erous ride from VireiuiM, throuirh the

States of Xorth Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama,

Mississippi, Ark;msas and Texas, T finally succeeded in leaving

the country; a voluntary exile rather than submit to the rule

of our enemies. J. A. KARLY.
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LETTER FROAI GENERAL LEE.

"IId.-Qes., 0. S. Aemies,

"SOth March, 1865.

" Lt.-Gesekal J. A. Eakly, FranUin Co., Va.

"General,—My telegram will have informed you that I deem a change of

Commanders in your Department necessary ; b.ut it is due to your zealous and

patriotic services that I should explain the reasons that prompted my action. The

situation of afl'airs is sucli that we can neglect no means calculated to develop tlio

resources we possess to the greatest extent, and make tliera as efficient as possible.

To this end, it is essential that we should have the cheerful and heartj^ support of

the people, and the full confidence of the soldiers, without which our efforts would

be embarrassed and our means of resistance weakened. I have reluctantly arrived

at the conclusion that you cannot command the united and willing co-operation

which is so essential to success. Your reverses in the Valley, of which the public

and the army judge chiefly by the results, have, I fear, impaired your influence

both with the people and the soldiers, and would add greatly to the difficulties

which will, under any circumstances, attend our military operations in S. W. Vir-

ginia. While my own confidence in your ability, zeal, and devotion to the cause

is unimpaired, I have nevertheless felt that I could not oppose what seems to be

the current of opinion, without injustice to your reputation and injury to the ser-

vice. I therefore felt constrained to endeavor to find a commander who would be

more likely to develop the strength and resources of the country, a,nd inspire lij;-

soldiers with confidence; and, to accomplish this purpose, I thought it proper to

yield my own opinion, and to defer to that of those to whom alone we can look

for support.

I am sure that you will understand and appreciate my motives, and no one will

bp more read}' than yourself to acquiesce in any measures which the interests <j1

the country may seem to require, regardless of all personal considerations.

Thanking you for the fidelity and energy with which you have always supported

my eft'orts, and for the courage and devotion you have ever manifested in the ser-

vice of the country,

I am, very respectfully and truly,

Your ob't serv't,

R. E. LEE, Gen'ir

Since the foregoing narrative was written, I have seen, in a newspaper t.uI

lishod in the United States, the following communication :

—
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" Md.-Qrs., Battalion U. S. Infanxky,

"Camp near Lynchburg, Va.,

''Feb. 7, 1866.

"C. Vv'. Button, Esq., Ay i'^oc iy«c/ii?r/-_i7 Viryinian.

" Sir,—I have received a communication from the \yar Department, Adjutant-

General's Office, relative to a newspaper slip, containing a copy of General Lee's

letter to General Early, on removing him from command. The letter is dated

Headquarters C. S. Armies, March 30, addressed to Lieut.-Gen. Early, Franklin

(J. H., Virginia, and is said to bo in your possession, it having appeared in your

paper. The Secretary of V/ar considers that tlie original letter properly belong;?

to the Archive office.

" I am directed by Major-General Terry, commanding this Department, to pro-

cure said letter, and I therefore call j'our attention to the matter, and request that

you deliver to me the original letter in your possession, in compliance with my
in.structioBs.

I am, very respectfully, your obadient servant,

A. E. LATIMER.

Brevet Major and Captain 11th U. S. Infantry,

Commanding Po.st."

This demand for General Lee's private letter to me, and the attempt to enforce

it by military power, show how wide has been the departure from the original

principles of the United States Government, and to what pettj' and contemptible

measures that Government, as at present administered, resorts in domineering

over a disarmed and helpless people. I have the pleasure of informing the

Hon. Secretary of "War, and the keeper of the "Archive Office," that the original

letter is in my possession, beyond the reach of provost marshals and agents of the

Freedmen's Bureau, or even Holt with liis Bureau of Militaiy Justice and his

auboruers of perjury.

STATISTICS SHOWING THE RELATIVE STRENGTH OF THE TWO
SECTIONS DURING THE WAR.

The census of the United States for 1860 showed an aggregate free population

of 27,185,109 ; of this, 488,283 were free blacks, of which the larger proportion

were in the Southern States ; but it is not necessary to consider that element in

this estimate, though to do so v/ould make it more favorable for the Confederate

States. Of the above 27,185,109 of free population, there were in the States form-

ing the Southern Confederacy, m follows :

Alabama 529,164

Arkansas 321,323

Florida 7s, cso

Georgia 595,007

Kentuf^ky 930^ 22;^

Louisiana 376,913
Missi.ssippi 354,000
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Missouri - - 1,058,352

North Carolina C61,58G

South Carolina 301,271

Tennessee 831,063

Texas 420,651

Virginia 1,105,196

Aggregate 7,570,221

Kentucky undertook to assume a neutral position, but she was soon overrun by

Federal troops, and her government and a very large proportion of her popula-

tion took sides with the North. Those of her citizens who were not awed by Fed-

eral bayonets, formed a State government and joined the Confederacy—many of

her young men going into the Confederate army ; but, in fact, whatever may

have been the sympathies of the people, her m.oral influence as well as the benefit

of her physical strength were given to the Federal Government. The legitimate

Government of Missouri sided with the South, as very probably did the majority

of her people, but she v/as also overrun at a very early stage of the war by Fede-

eral troops, and her legitimate Government subverted by force ; and the benefit of

her resources and physical strength was likewise given to the United States, not-

withstanding the fact that a large number of her men joined the Confederate

army. Perhaps the number of men added to the strength of the Confederate army

from Kentucky and Missouri did not exceed the accession to the Federal army

from Western \'irginia, Eastern Tennessee, and some other of the Southern States,

and that, in estimating the relative sti-ength of the two parties at the beginning,

it would be proper to reject Kentucky and Missouri from the estimate of the Con-

federate strength. The free population of these two States amounted to 1,988,575,

and without them there would be left on the Confederate side a free population of

5,oSl,(j49 against a similar population of 21,003,460 on the Federal side, which

would make the odds against us very nearly four to one. But I will divide the

population of these States equally between the parties, and this will give a free

population of 0,575,937 Confederates, against a similar population of 20,009,172

Federals, which makes the odds more than three to one against us in the begin-

ning, without considering the fact that the Northern people had possession of the

Government, with the army and navy and all the resources of that Government,

while the Confederate States had to organize a new government, and provide an

army and the means of supplying it with arms as well as everj'thing else. Not-

withstanding this immense odds against us, I presume there is scarcely a Confed-

erate, even now, who does not feel confident that if it had been "hands off and a

fair fight," we would have prevailed ; but an immense horde of foi-eigu mercena-

ries, incited by high bounties and the hope of plunder held out to them, flocked to

the Federal army; and thus was its size continually growing, while the Confede-

rate army had to rely on the original population to keep up its strength. Any
accession of troops from Maryland was more than counterbalanced by those

obtained from Western Virginia by the Federals, without counting East Tennes-

see or other quarters. The Federal Government was not satisfied with recruiting

its army from abroad, but, as the country was overrnn, the southern negroes were

forced into its service, and thus, by the aid of its foreign mercenaries and the

negro recruits, it was enabled finally to e.xhaust the Confederate army.

To show the immense strength of the Federal army, the following extracts ara
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taken from the report of the Federal Secretary of War, Stanton, which was sent

CO the Congress at its session beginning on the first Monday in December, 186-5.

In that report he says :

"Official reports show that on the 1st of May, 1864, the aggregate national mil-

itary force of all arms, officers and men, was nine hundred and seventy thousand

seven hundred and ten, to-wit:

AvaiLable force present for duty C02, 34.'>

Uu detached service in tlie diit'crent military departments 109,348

In field hospitals or unfifc for duty Jl, 260

In general hospitals or on sick leave at home 75, 97S

Absent on furlough or as prisoners of war G6, 290

Absent without leave 15, 4S;!

Grand aggregate 970, 710

" The aggregate available force present for duty I\Ia5' 1st, 1864, was distributed

in the different commands as follows:

—

Department of Washington 42, 124

Army of the Potomac 120,38(5

Department of Virginia and North Carolina 59,139

Department of the South 1'^, 105

Department of the Gulf 01,800

Department of Arkansas 23, COO

Department of the Tennessee 74,174

Department of the Missouri 15,770

Department of the Jvorth-West 5,295

Department of Kansas 4,793

Head-quarters Military Division of the Blississippi 470

Department of the Cumberland 119,948

Department of the Ohio 35,410

Northern Department 9,540

Department of West Virginia 30,782

Department of the East 2,828

l)epartment of the Susquehanna 2,970

Middle Department 5,027

Nmth Army Corps 20,780

Department of New Mexico 3,454

Department of the Pacific 5, 141

Total 002,345"

And again :—

"Official reports show that on the 1st of ]\Iarch, 1865, the aggregate military

force of all arms, officers and men, was nine hundred and sixty-five thousand five

hundred and ninety-one, to-wit:

—

Available force present for duty 002,598

On detached service in the different military departments 132, 538

In field hospitals and unfit for duty 35,628

In general hospitals or on sick leave 143,419

Absent on furlough or as prisoners of war 31,695

Absent withottt leave 19, 083

Grand aggregate 905,591

"This force was augmented on the 1st of May, 1865, by enlistments, to the

number of one million five hundred and sixteen, of all arms, officers and men,

(1,000,516)."
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And again he says:-

'•The aggregate quotas charged agaiust the several Stales under all

i-alls made by tlic President of the United States, from tlio 1,'jth

-lay of April, IStU, to tlie 14th day of April, IsOS, at wliifh time draft-

ing and recruiting ceased, wa»s J, T.'i'j, ot!}

'•The aggregate number of men credited on the several calls, and put

into service of the United States, in the army, na\-y, and marine

corps, during the above period, was 2,000,553

' Leaving a deficiency on all calls, wheu the war closed, of. lOii, 590"

This does not include that poriion of the Federal forces consisting of the regular

army, and the negro troops raised in-the Southern States; which were not raised

by calls on the States. It is impossible for me to state the number of troo}is

called into the service of the Confederate Government during the war, as all its

records fell into the hands of the United States authorities, or were destroyed, but

I think I can safely assert that the "available force present for duty " in the Fede-

ral army, at the beginning or close of the last year of the war, exceeded tlie entire-

force called into the Confederate service during the whole war; and when it is con-

sidered that the troops called into the United States service during that time, nuni-

bered more than one-third of the entire free population of the Confederate States,

men, women, and children, the world can appreciate the profound ability of the

leaders, and the great heroism of the soldiers, of that army which finally ovei--

came the Confederate army, by the "mere attrition " of numbers, after a prolonged

struggle of four years. They can be excelled only by the magnaniraity .of the

conquerors.
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